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PREFACE. 

JLHE narrative of the following Travels 
Was not originally intended for the press« It 
was written at first purely as a homage at 
the shrine of friendship ; but many of those 
persons for whoise private amusement it waj 
destined, as well as others distinguished for 
their science and information, having pro- 
nounced the manuscript to be both interest* 
ing and instructive, their judgment has had 
sufficient weight with the writer to induce 
him to present his observations to the publi9 
at large* 

Though the rapidity with which the tra* 
seller proceeded, permitted him to cast only 
a transient view upon the different otgect^^ 
Worthy of remark which offered themselves 
to his attention, yet the historian^ theg^ogn^ 
pher, and the statistical observer, will perhapa 
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find some scattered hints in these pages, 
^ which they will deem not unworthy to be 
registered and temembrecj. * 

The most interesting parts of the narrative 
will no doubt be found lo be the jourpey of 
the writer across the Crimea, and the minute 
and ample account of the expedition of the 
famous embassy from Petersburg to Constan-^ 
tinople, as well as of its residence in the capital 
of the Turkish empire, in 1793. The public as 
yet knows nothing, or knows very little, re* 
specting the interesting route of this deputa- 
tion through a considerable part of Europe; 
a part hitherto almost unfrequented, and re- 
specting which we have scarcely any au- 
thentic information; while th^ voyage of 
lord Macartney to Pekin and the other pro- 
vinces of China, has been detailed with em- 
phasis, published with splendour, and is in 
the hands of all the world. 

This Russian embassy, composed of a train 
of nearly seven hundred persons, and which. 



Digitized by VuOOQ IC 



presented a spectacle of truly Asiatic luxury, 
consisted, strictly speaking, of a single cara-r 
van. A detachment of infantry and cavalry 
opened and closed their march ; they ad- 
vanced by very slow stages ; every, evening 
^n encampment was formed according to all 
tjhie rules of the military art ; and every third 
jday was devoted to relaxation and rest. It 
was not till the sixth month after they Itft 
Petersburg that they arrived at Constanti- 
iiople, and their ceremonial entry was in an 
vmcpmmon degree meniorable and brilliant. 
All the curiosities of this ancient metropolis 
were exposed to the view of the ambassador 
and the principal persons of his suite, by. the 
express orders of the grand-signior ; and 
the author of the following sheets exerted 
as much vigilance as eageyiess, to^ keep an 
ample and exact jounial of every thing he 
saw. 

The author begs to be allowed to apologise 
for the apparent sterility which he fears some 
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tit his readers \(rill impute to sdnie poftionii 
of his narrative ; particularly when his route' 
lay across deserts and uncitilised cauntrieSi 
But how was this defect to be avoided ? He' 
knew little or nothing of the language of theSef 
Countries ; and, if he had been better qualified 
in this respect, the population was so scanty^ 
that little was the infoimation he would have 
gained. Yet eten where his researches have 
been least effectuaU he trusts that he has col- 
lected some valuable materials for the geo-^ 
grapher, as well as some useful hints for such 
persons as shall have occasion to travel in this 
part of the globes The navigator whose 
journal presents us with no more than th^ 
variations of the wind, the changes of the' 
weather, and the successive appearances of 
rocks and shores^ is yet entitled to the grati- 
tude of mankind, as having added his portion 
to the magazine of science, and extended our 
acquaintance with the planet we inhabit. 
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CHAP. I. 

journey frovi Vienna to Jassy. 

Ax Y journey from Vienna to Jassy was per- 
formed with so much rapidity, as to afford 
me very little opportunity of observing any 
thing more, as I passed through Moravia, 
Gallicia, and Moldavia, than the sites of dif- 
ferent countries, meagre villages, and post- 
houses, the masters of which did not appear 
to be more at their ease than their neigh- 
bours, . I quitted Vienna on the 30th of Au- 
gust, and directed my route towards Bielicz ; 
passing through Brunn, Olmutz, and Tes- 
chen ; the last of which towns had lately been 
destroyed by fire, but was already rebuilt. 
In Gallicia I observed a great number of 
Jews, who all wear a sort of long robe made 

B 
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of black stuffy which, together with a large 
hat flapped at fhe si4es, gives 4^ein a very 
remarkable appearance. At every stage 
my carriage wassurrpujided by them, for 
the purpose either of offering their com- 
modities for sal€> or inviting me to lodge at 
their houses ; for in this country, as well as 
in Poland, almost all tlie inns and post- 
houses are kept \yy Jews. The excessive 
filth iness of their persons was very unal- 
luring, and I declined their invitations. 

The roftd leading to Lemberg had just 
been almost entirely new made, and is here 
ajid t^iere interspersed with bridges and dikes, 
constructed with considerable skill and soli- 
dity. The lower side of the road is bordered 
with a continued line of trees, which greatly 
emfeieilish it. I observed that it is kept in 
expellcnt repair, and is convenient for tra- 
velling, with the exception of a certain 
extent of road in the environs of Lemberg,. 
where the depth of the sand is so conside- 
rable, and rendered our pace so very slow 
and titesojne, that I was under the necessity 
of increasing the number of horses to my 
carriage! 
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The pirn of Gallicia I ptesed through 
presented very few points of view that 
were agreeable* The face of the country 
k in general too flat and woody to allow 
of my discovering a single prc*pcct capable 
of exciting the least pleasure. 

After travelling six days> I arrived, much 
fatigued, on the 4th of September atLemberg^ 
the capital of Gallicia, ninety-eight miles 
distant from Vienna. On the following day 
I went on to Ezernowicz, capital of the Buko* 
vine; a city built in the most modetn taste^ 
and the aspect of which is very pleasing. 

The first place that fell iil my way, called 
Hertz, in Moldavia, afforded me a veory 
singular and novel species of gratification. 
On entering tlie town, it happened tlat 
a considerable fair was holding in it, and 
I was not a little surprised i& $&e on each 
side of the principal street a long range of 
booths and stalls, filled with all sorts of pro- 
visions, articles useful to travellers, stuffs, 
broadcloths, and an infinity of other mer- 
tbandise,^ the prices of which were yexy 
moderate. The post-liouse of this plaices 
B 2 
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as well as all those in Moldayia, which 
are kept by Russians^ is a miserable cottage, 
situated at the extremity of the town. I was 
no sooner arrived than I was told I should 
be obliged to wait till the following day 
for fresh horses, there being then none to 
Jbe had at vthe post-house. After reflecting 
a little upon the best probable means of 
' extricating myself from this difficulty, I de- 
sired to be conducted to the house of the 
hoyard^j or lord of the place, of whom I 
demai^ded an audience ; but his excellency 
happening just then to be performing his 
cksta -f-, none of his servants would venture to 
take upon themselves the task of awakening 
him ; so- 1 was obliged to wait at his house 
tiir nature herself thought proper to be- 
friend 'me. I observed nothing in the con- 
struction of his house different from others 
of the place, but that his roof of thatch ^ 
projected considerably, and was supported. 

* This name ofboyards, hqjares, or hojards^ is given in 
general to men of rank in Russia. They enjoy very high con- 
siderdtion, though it does not appear that they are much con*- 
cerne^ in the government of their country. 
-^ Afternoon sleep. > ^ 
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by pillars. « Tk0 boyard- being at length 
awake, I sapn obtained the solicited /inter- 
view for mysplf and my interpreter. ^ 
^ , He :v^as a young man with a fine counts- 
nance,f seated on^ a sofa, with his legs crossed 
in the eastern inanner. 

After receiving me with the most perfect 
politciness, and listening with great attention 
to the request I-afiade himi^to give direc- 
tipns ;for my being acconimodated ;mth 
suffipient hoj?ses to continue my joumdy, 
he ordered n^e six, which were instantly 
harnessed and put to my carriage: the ex- 
pjcnse* of them was but t^fvx?! florins, .tho!ugh 
they conducted me eight' miles, , ahd I had 
nothing to do but to congratulate myself ob 
the celerity of our pace. My postillions 
reached the end of the stage in, about f6ur 
pr five hours. In this country, as well 
as, in Russia, they do not ^ feed their ' horses 
in stables; they let them graze in herds, 
and at liberty, in the fields and plains ; and 
when any are wanted for ntlie carriages of 
strangers, the number required are accord- 
ingly caught and harnessed. These animals 
go very well on even ground, but exclama- 
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tioM tnd thfe whiji are absolutely necessary 
to make them ascend t^ mountains. 

The great scarcity of water fit for drink* 
ing' is a very dtsagreealile circumstance, 
which occurs to those who travel in Mol-^ 
davia. I was often obliged to content my- 
self with Ti'atef that was foul and stagnant. 
The wise providence of nature, in tibis in-i 
stance, ha^ g6ne no further than, in Keu of 
the springs auod rivers of otl&ef countries, to • 
substitute in this a great quanthy of pools, 
the natural unwholesomeness of which h 
Hioreased by the prodigious number of wild-* 
duoks and( fieh that inhabit them. I found;^ 
fortunately, some consolation in a great 
abundance of m«l6a& and arbbufifcs^*, which 
arecomiqon here, and extremely cheap. 

It was not tiR the end of eleven days that 
I reached Jassy j and it was with the great- 
est difficulty that? I obtatned accommodations^ 
in the inn a^t which I alighted. ' This city h 

* Arbouse^ (ire » «drt of fruk in-cetour niid slie rerj mudl 
liW cb^r^a^ Tt^ey; ))^v^$t|Sh?qi (ml#ii And aos diScvit^idU 
^Qstion. The tr^e, whic^ be^rs tb^m 15, called axhousicr.,, atvt 
merits a distinguished place iri the plantations of our winter 
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iboM M l^atgtid afid a li^ff ifi circit Wfe'f eiicd : 
thd lerig(h aitd teeadth 6f its %iit(ih dte'dfmdst 
ef eff y ^Vher6 alifefe ; &id tlie §driie i/iay fee 
fla?d of the ex(ferl6f o^ fts Ktftf^fes, producing 
tdgethei- an xxiiitoittdiif v^McK makiTs it diffi- 
ciiltf at first for H §iifdhgev to firirf his way in 
it. Ihsteitf of p^v'6*ftteht; rfi6' streets are laid 
vc^itli planks arid b'e'ams, placed cross-ways, 
diid, wMe^xaetries^ iii faying them has not 
h^^tt partMfarfy atfenddrf (6, are very iii- 
totiUmeiit to' A*^ f«5eSf, ^itli flie exception 
of several handsome stone-built houses, be- 
longing (o the principal Boyards', iti tlie 
pfheifs are tow, a*nd have courts tefore t'&em' 
crowd^e^ with feuii^in^s maae ot wood. TOe 
streets contam a great number of shops arid' 
stalls of every derio'ihinafJon, wnicK, wheii 
figfeted up in flie' evening, produce an' 
dgfeeal^le eflfecf. 

ihe most* remarka6l6 Edifice in this city is 
tke palace ot pfirice* ^psifanTi,- wfeh was 
irifiabifed by pVirice Poleriikiri d'litirig'^ the 
dnie of his residence here. 

A specfacTe which produces a sentiment 
of pain, aiidwhlct' no humane^ ihlnd' carf 
escapd ffdni, is tliaf of* the unhappy muti* 
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lated soldiers one ineets at every step in 
the streets: here you see a Russian who with 
difficulty sustains himself on a wooden. leg, 
which is substituted for that he lost in bat-, 
tie ; there a Turk who has lost an arm ; in 
the next street a poor wretch, covered with 
the most nauseating wounds, which he ex^ 
poses to the view of passengers in order to 
excite their sensibility and to obtain alms, 
that are humiliating only to the government 
which has left such supplicants unprovided^ 
for, 

I was not diverted from the painful im^ 
pressions caused by these miserable objects, 
until the event of the pompous and splendid 
entry of the embassy from, the Ottoman 
court on the subject of the conclusion of 
peace. All the nobility of Moldavia had 
been to meet it, and formed a most brilliant 
concourse, consisting - of ..boyards mounted 
on richly caparisoned horses, and an infinity 
of carriages of every description, Thear^ 
rival of the ambassadors, and the opening 
of the conferences for the conclusion of the 
peace, occasioned repeated festivities and 
balls in the Ypsilanti palace before spoken 
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of; and the : apartments I occupied bemg 
very near to it, J had a good opportunity ,9(f 
seeing all the splendor and variety of tHir 
costumes of the. guests. The biilliaut iUumir 
nations exhibited in the interipr/ ?issisted by 
the enchanting sounds that proceeded from 
their concerts, appeared to me one of ti^e 
finest spectacles I had ever w^itnessed. ,;.^T:hfi 
rejoicings, ^a| t^ok place in houpur .of the 
ah.niverg^ary.of the birth qf, our j^e^,.epipres& 
Catharine rWpBe- poX -les§ brilUant; ; and ..the 
pleasure. J, ejcppje^ped . pn that pccasio^ , w^ 
doubljr v^'^elpome to Ki^neart-.^fThj^.^^q^in^ 
of canon, janiiipunping the illusjriou^ .^ ^^y^ 
began v^ith the first rays of the ; sum .All 
the Russian 'i|iilitary^ an^ the f^^ 
the city, assembled in great <?rder. jn.,tl^a 
Greek chur9h. ^ ^\rhen the customary. relij 
gipus ceremonies were. over, p^en,. s^uflfe^ 
vi^ith all.sgrrts of poultry, and orijanjentpd \yiil^ 
ribbands, were roasted ipth(? -open air ii^ tljL^ 
great, squares of \h^ cjty, and aCteji:w^rds 
distributed to the pepple-, A,.gpuei;al i\lu- 
*pimation in the ^venmg terminated^ tji^e dir 
versions which had succeet^ed eaqh 9t)^^f{ 
during the cours.e of the day, 
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It vfii& amidst such ^lea^urts atid *** 
dpatidflS thdt I parsed tnj tiiilei whild 
I stayed it Jassy. The l^th df Octobdi', 
ltd I, ttas dirtirtgtiished by thd defith df 
Md-mafshal ptlnCe Pdteittkin, 4nd th^ stag-- 
mtion jjfoduced by dlls 6verit itt all ptiWiC 
adffiiiiS detained ttle foitf months lorigei- inf 
fllisf city. 

Thfe illa^tfioUSf favdtttite 6f fdituhe Wtftfid 
iiot; ffl at! ptotaWhty, sd ^ddfi h'aV^e tefttil- 
nated his hTilliaw career, if he had mt set 
iwituM at defiance, arid had Iketied td thd 
jtldiciod^ advice" df his physicians. Irt the 
gtat^ of genef at dehilky in ^Mch he fdund 
himself, instead df femainbg in a qiafiet 
sltuatidn, d'l*' using thd ^I'escfiptidns that harf 
been ^ dridefed fdi" him, he suddefify con- 
ceived the whim of getting mtd his fravet- 
nilg Catifisg^, and being conveyed to ih6 
ttew tGWti dfNiCdlaif^ situated at twenty mites 
from Jasy. /fie had* scarcely accompfisherf 
a third parr Of the journey, when, being 
seizerf witfl a fainfness ki his carriage, he 
was taken dUf df ft; and" expired a ^e\v 
hdors after iYx die open fields, ftis corpse 
was conveyed ott iKe same day "to Jassy ; 
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and on the thttd day after its amvaf, as ^6l5n 
as such pompous prepiarationsr could^ b^ 
finished, he was placed on a magnificent 
bed of state ih a room liung with blaidk^ 
with a crowtt on hrs htod, the mafic of his 
dignity of hetntm^ of afl' the Cossacks, 
and in bia hand a cbmniaiidanf^g truncheon. 
AMtind the bed df state/ w'irrch waspliced 
under a canopy of sfcartei bi^OaddofH em- 
broidered^rft gold and i^FIvfeir,' Wek laid on 
cushions of brocade the respective insignia 
of all the orders with which he had been 
invested by his sovereign and other Euro- 
pean princes. The coffin was surrounded 
by the principal officers of his army, and 
by pages dressed in black, and the chamber 
exposed to public view. The funeral, which 
took place on the following* day, was per-^ 
formed with similar pomp and magnifi- 
cence. More than ten thousand Russian 
soldiers, with inverted arms, and preceded 
by the united bands of all the corps, play- 
ing a march adapted to the occasion, fol- 
lowed the procession; to say nothing of 

* The dignity of hetman answers to that of general or 
chief of the Cossacks* / 
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Moldavian boy ards, ; Greek priests headed 
by their bishop, , Cossacks, Tartars,; and 
Turks, who all joined in the. procession. 
This remarkable ceremony closed with a 
discharge of ,artillery and musketry; and 
the trump qf fame, which had recorded the 
actions of this important personage ' during 
his life, h?i,d, still much to promulgate even 
after his death. His bo^y was conveyed. to 
Cherson, an^ interred in the pjiiiicipal church 
of that town. , ,, :t • \^ ,,,t 
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CHAP. II. 

Journey In the Interior of the Crimea. 

I PROLONGED my stay at Jassy to the i^-th 
of January*; on which day, after providing 
myself with boots, furred caps, and garments, 
and taking the precaution to put a good 
mattrass in my kibitke^^ I set out, accom- 
panied by a German officer, upon my expe- 
dition through the Crimea. 

My progress was at first extremely slow 
.... We left Jassy about eight in the even- 
ing, having oxen to our carriage instead of 
horses, which we found it impossible to 

* The Russians still retain the old manner of reckoning by 
what is called tlje Old Style, which differs from the Nisw by 
eleven days. This difference is expressed by the double date 
used by the author. 

t The kibitke is a small cart made of .wood/ and of a 
circular form; it is mounted on two wheels, and is like, the 
light carriages used by the Tartars for removing goods or 
tilts, which they call arba. The kibitkes are usually covered 
with^kins or rushes, according to the means of the possessor. 
Properly speaking, the kibitke is rather a sort of cabin than 
a carriage. 
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procure in any part of the city. Our Mol- ^ 
davian conductor, who was not perfectly 
acquainted with the road, mistook his way 
when he had proceeded about half a league, 
so that wc wandered at hazard during three 
or four hours, and at length found our- 
selves one league from Jassy: it was then 
midnight, and extremely dark; we there- 
fore determined to wait for the break of 
day to continue our journey. We arrived 
at the end of the first stage by twelve at 
hooii, and were fortunate enough to procure 
horses; but we were under the necessity of 
employing a whole day, in a circuitous pro- 
gress, to find a place where it might be 
possible to cross the Pruth with safety. 

In the environs of Bender we passed the 
Dniester, which was half frozen over; but 
^are had been taken to break the ice, so as 
to prevent the inconvenience of delay to 
travellers. All the forts and exterior works 
©f thia place, formcriy so innportant, as well 
*s all the other Turkish fortifications taken 
by the Rumns, have been, by the order of 
piincQ Potemkin, entirely destroyed, and 
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ra8e4 to the gfwnd* Thi? fertfess, together 
with it? town, wm fprm^riy situated on the 
iiwnmii>of a aiountwn whdse base wjis qh the 
bftnks of the Pfuth. The t<?w3 itself h ex- 
tremely iU huilt; the stre^t^ very dirty, and 
the houses small; which is the cwa in almost 
?lU the fortified pUcee belonging to the 
Turks. At * snwkU distance from it they' 
take qare to ^how stranger^ the spot where 
Charles XII, king of Sweden, defended him- 
self with such courage and intrepidity against 
nearly tep thousand Turks ajid Tartari, with 
only a handful of htave fellows who isliared 
his miafortune. 

On leaving Bender, you enter immedi* 
^tely the plain of Oczjakow. It ia a vast ^uvn 
faee» almost entirely choaked with different 
weeds, throughout which not a singly habi- 
tation, tree, or bu^h, i% to be mf<% with, and 
in which one would be tempt^ tQ belieTQ. 
oneself in a desert, were there not herci aad 
there a post-house established for thQ con- 
venience of travellers, and kept by 2[upQf q^ 
giian Cossacks. After trayellifig tluree <{tya ia 
this solitude, and now at no great diatano^. 
from Ocaakow, we at length arrived, on l;fee 

\ 
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borders of the Bog, which was formerfy the 
line of demarcation between Russia and 
Turkey. This river was covered with ice 
even at its broadest part,* which is very wide, 
so that it was not without danger we effected 
a passage across it. 

We now advanced towards Cherson, 
where we arrived in the evening. This 
town> which wis built about fourteen years 
ago, is situated on the banks of the Dniester, 
which forms a port for it capable of receiving 
a great number of ships. On a slip of land 
which projects into the river there is a 
building, or lazaretto, erected for the purpose 
of exacting the quarantine of the vessels 
that arrive from Turkey. In^imes of peace, 
when the activity of its coinmeroe is unin- 
terrupted, this town is undoubtedly, very 
animated and well peopled; but as these 
advantages were at this time su^nded by 
the war, I found it rather empty and de- 
serted. Cherson (and probably the same 
may be said of the majority of new-built 
places) is a very pretty town, and in the most 
modern^ taste. The streets are large and 
regular, lit has a great number of public 
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pbws »whieh forfti so many tipqiiares veiy 
iinifami ; and 3gr#e«ii>le to ther ejye. In the 
^«jiviroBs of . the iprincipalqhurcb, situated at 
:tbe entrajioe of the tosvij, is the tojnb of 
tt\}g£ lyounig prinoe of Wurtemberg who di^i 
J in Galllcia; .alaoithat, of jgenenal Myller,?ajTd 
f©f )several other jdistiriguishod ^personages. 
jPrince Potemkin is the only per^son to jwhom 
rtbe .privijege hfts ,be«n ^granted lof bfeiijg.iii- 
'fterr«d ; in the. chiurch itself. The fStreets of 
rthistown are bordered ,with shops in the 
saone m&nner Bfs :in {?J1 the other towns of 
Moldavia. To the left of Cheraion is a fort, 
ctheibuildiijgs of whi«h ,serv;e for harradcs to 
-*tlie;gftrrisop, ; and arre -isunk low enough u*i- 
' ' denground , $0 be 1 qoinplete^y Weltered , from 
the fire,of SJ^efeyftemfy in: case of. attack. The 
;«iip.par.ts,a?e vpfyt high ; and tine numeroMS 
Works'Whiqh :d6fe«d tbqm are f urnl^ed wifh 
.batteries, ^nd:sur5oi*nded -with Tcry d^ep 
tfinciate, jcuftaiijs, vandr^doubts, which render 
the lapproa^ch :tO: thfim extremely diffioMilt- 
jjfesjhind Jhe;>e$(eyipr iWOiFks >aFe some very 
(ib^odsQine jpaqdem huihhjjgs, inhabited by 
obe cawmiindaijt ,and other .officers of the 
rgarrison, th^ w^ to whifih.^ by.fa. bridge jat 

c 
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each extremity. The enormous expense 
incurred for the construction of this fort ap- 
pears almost useless, now that Cherson, by 
the conquest of Oczakow and all the 
country situated between the Bog and the 
Dniester, is no longer a frontier town, or 
destined to repel the Turks. Over each 
of the town gates appears the Russian eagle 
with his wings extended in sculpture, and 
having underneath different inscriptions, of 
which I shall content myself with giving 
the following specimen : ^' This is the road 

* that leads to Byzantium.** 

All the environs of Cherson are extremely 

" sandy, and absolutely barren, for a league in 
every direction; consequently, the inhabi* 
tants are obliged to procure, all articles for 
food from Poland, and from the Ukraine; but 
in the more interior parts of the country the 

' greatest fertility and most smiling abundance 
are conspicuous. On every side, nothing 
meets the eye but fields and gardens in the 
highest state of cultivation; delicious vine- 
yards, and an infinite number of pretty coun- 
try houses in which the wealthy inhabitants of 
Gherson pass the summer months. However, 
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the quantity of sand in the environs of this 
town, and the violence of the winds that pre- 
vail her? in all seasons of the year, render the 
air extremely unwholesome, and frequently 
produce epidemical and dangerous maladies. 
It being impossible, on account of the vio- 
lence of the winds, to cross the Dnieper and 
the other rivers that lay in our way, we were 
abliged to remain a fortnight in Cherson* 
The melancholy example of one of the con-? 
ductors of the carriages, who had the teme- 
rity to venture upon the ice, and had been a 
victim to his imprudence, was sufficient to 
discourage us from engaging in a similar en- 
terprise. However, a traveller just arrived at 
Cherson from the Crimea having told us that 
at a place seventy zverstes* higher up towards 
the north we could pass the Dnieper in safety, 
we instantly set out; and having crossed the In- 
gulez without accident, we reached the banks 
of the Dnieper. But the passage over it did not 
by any means appear so easy as had been re- 
presented to us: independently of the cre- 

* The name of a measure used in Russia. The werst h 
.equal to about two^thirds of the English mile^ or a quarter of 
a French league. 
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vices we discovered in the ice, it was so slip* 
pery as to render it almost iift possible ta standi 
upon it. ' In addition to this inconvenience, 
we were assailed by themost impetiawis whirl* 
winds/which every moment exposed us^to bet- 
ing thrown on the ground. In this critical 
situation, we judged it bfest to4iglrteii^e ear- 
riages by taking from them -all our baggage: 
and then fastening them on a small sledgi*, 
upon which we placed ourselves also, i*^e pur- 
sued our route' (observing however the pre- 
caution of sounding the ice as we went^drlojig) 
till we gained the opposite * shore ;^ where 4t 
length we arrived in ^afffety. 

In two days after this^we fovmd ourselves 

^ at day-break at Perecop, where' we istajned/a 
few hours for the purpose of delivering somfe 

' letters with which we ; had been entrusted. 
The moat \\4iich separates the peninsula 6f 
Taurida from the main land is not vety wide : 
in the middle of it 'appears a -very handsome 
bridge adorned with the arms of Russia. 
This moat is^x^nly half a league distant frofa 
Perecop, which is a small insignificant vil- 

.,lage consisting merely of a few streets. 

From this place to Sympheropol, formerly 
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Ac3wnetrSd>el^,a|id.Uie resideii^ of the go^^ 
Y^rnor,. the- 4istaBce is, very, inippnsi^erable;, 
5iHi .we Twchjed it without any i^cpnyeniT- 
^ce,)[>ut that of.e¥:ces§Lye cold, from.whiqh^ 
e5ifen4he warpat^ of our furs was insufficient, 
fc0.d9fci|dfUs*. , 

I .\Yas. rcjqeiveid. with the g?eajest courtesy^ 
%l)d civility by thegpvemor, general Tsqhi- 
gjjlin; ai>d- he had. the- goodness to rc- 
qonraifind accommodations to. me which 
w^fc. s}GSiV' h\s: house, that I might see hira. 
n^fen w^ith the greater facility. 

:Ir,nQW took, advantage of my leisure, and. 
Qf .^y^ry occasion that pxesented itself, to 
n)^<B;. myself acquainted with, the inhabit 
tants- of; the coimtry,^ as well as witli this 
ciuri^iUSip^nihsula^ which to the present time 
h^Jiad.so little intercourse wuth otl^cr plages. 
]!ftyr|l9ve of a country, residence, and a taste 
flflr Jln^ beauties of; naturiq, depved a^conin 
Hl^er.g5^tificatiQn^friom the^pjlaji of ^..conduct 
Ip, aj[Jogtodv -^yiG, liv.ed in. this.p.Iyice e,Xr, 
a^}y.7a8.'if; vfe lwi,bpeii.ii^:the country, the 
IftwaboingiiT^ppe l}ke a,' villiiger than the seat 
^f'8B9S^fi™ment.of ^ canton. The past-uraj|e 
i^ i[\c , vicinity, of, our, a)i?pfJ(5 was quite dc^ 
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Iightful; and I was assured by scvefal pci4 
sons perfectly well accjuainted with the pen- 
insula, that thq spot on which we resided 
was the finest and most agreeable of any in 
the same environs. In feet, on whatever side' 
we looked, we were presented with the most 
enchanting and various points of view : to the 
least and south, a chain of beautiful mountains 
covered with wood, and exhibiting the most^ 
picturesque and lively verdure: even those 
that were the most destitute in this respect 
equally presented to us a style of beauty* 
which it was impossible to contemplate with 
indifference- Towards the north, in the vieiv 
of Perecop, and also on the western side, the 
eye perceives nothing but an enchanting niix- 
ture of valleys, plains, an^ fields; not to men-* 
tion an Infinite number of groves intersectfe^ 
by superb avenues, or by the Salgir, which 
flows there in a serpentine course, and iq 
Several places fonns water-falls, whose soft 
murmurs communicate to the soul a silent 
and most interesting languor. The only cir- 
cumstance calculated to interrupt the charmi 
of this spectacle is the regret unavoidably 
felt in the rejflexion of the great scarcity of 
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inhabitants and villages in a country on 
which nature has bestowed so many gifts 
capable of affording the highest enjoyment. 
The Tartars have some difficulty t6 accustom 
themselves to European manners, and to the 
new domination of the Russians, notwith- 
standing the continual and soothing atten* 
tions and kindness of the governor, who 
thus endeavours to render his domination 
agreeable to them, aad to induce them to 
love it. I dined several times at his table in 
company with different Tartars of distinction, 
and was an eycr witness of the particular consi- 
deration and deference with which lie treated 
them. These same persons occupied some 
of the most important places in the govern- 
ment. In this country, every village is*go- 
verned by its mursa, or chief, whom it has 
the right of electing, The mursa propounces 
upon all controversies that arise in the affairs 
of his district. The majority of the inhabi- 
tants adopt the Turkish manper of living, and 
it very rarely happens th^tt they apply them-, 
selves to learning the Russian language with 
any accuracy. In respect tq what cpncerns 
their character, I have hj^d opportimities of 
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rehiarking ffequehtly amonrg tHem tt^its of 
siiblimei genefrOshy and mildnesii a^ noblfe- 
and truly patriarchal- simplJcity, aild^ an* 
eigemess- of hofepitailty^ that^ dfeSfctVeis* the* 
highest commendation; 

1? Kad^ one' occasion; of judgiitg- still more 
cibsely of the pleasure witti^ which tfie'Tar- 
taiis exercise this last-mentiondd virtue. It' 
19 an incident in Which I was personally con- 
cferned, and I cannot deny myself the grati- 
fication of relating it here : 1 Hard* sold riiy' 
kibitkc for forty ' roubles tb* a' French officer 
who was in the Riissiaii service, and he' had^ 
gone away with the kibitke^ tb joinhis re- 
ginaeriti starioned-at three* miles from Sym- 
pheropol, without- payihg me: the forty rou=» 
blesr: he' also disregardfed the letters I sent 
him on the subject T then determined to 
go to his abode; which step l^id' him under 
the necessity' of discharging the debr. Re- 
turning from this sliort excursion, a horse t 
had^hired'on the road, and which I obtained* 
through the positive orders of the governor; 
without whose interference I should' not 
have been able to procure ady, proved so 
extremely untmctable, that iv wa$ with the 
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utthost difficultyrit coidd g£t himaut 'ofr tbe: 
village; Night- hayings come an -raiher siid-. 
denly>' Illoat thccpropeiT track;; and the roads; 
bjfeing' evfiryi-^vherErTendcredi alfaiost impass- 
able: from- thecheavy rains that had fallen^my- 
borae'atcev^ry mDinent:sunfc up to die girths' 
ibrraudr, v from which inothing but'BlawB could: 
induce: him', toj extriciate himself; I fbrtu?* 
riatdy heani atrsome distance the harking of: 
dogs; and'peijceivingralao aiUght; L diracted! 
iTCiy course^ taward^.it, and .at.lengtHi reached! 
». village;, whereil? niet:withi3.rcspectable old-: 
iHan,* a Tarter,, by whom I was, conducted) 
t6. the muisa!s! house ; who after receiving; 
me* with great ciwlity, invited? me to: sH near 
the^fire; ondfcradb me^aigood Bedi/and: the fol^' 
lowing morning sent a guide with me tw* 
SyimphempoL. 

A short: time after this little jouitiey, gene*- 
mil Tschiguiin,. wiiose' worthy^ and amiable* 
chairactep exicitt:^. my warmest esteem, aaid^ 
\bhoititCTtedime with a kind* partiality that P 
nev^ft^kalltfoii^et; suggested to me the pro^ 
jbctofi making a journey into the* interior o0 
tihis curious eoyntry>. hitherto so little' fre^ 
quented By stoanger^i The mqansi he of^ 
feced mfe for facilitating sucb an^entenpi^e* 
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made it impossible for me to remain for 
a moment undecided. After having pro* 
cured a stock of provisions and^ wine, 
and engaged a travelling companion, I 
set out for the port of Sewastopol. The 
weather was most delightful : my road was 
through a delicious plain, at the bottom of 
which flows the Alma, continuing all the 
way to Batchisarai, the ancient residence of 
the khans tff the Crimea, and distant from 
it only thirty werstes. After a journey of . 
some hours, we found ourselves at the gates 
of this town, the situation of, which is ex- 
tremely picturesque : it is surrounded on all 
sides, by a chain of high mountains and rocks, . 
which conceal it from the eye till you are 
actually entering it. What appeared to me 
the most curious, and excited equally my 
surprise and admiration, was the configura- 
tion of the rocks, on whose forms nature, 
sfeems to have taken pleasure in bestowing 
every possiWe variety: some are rounded 
like a ball, others are triangular or squared ; 
ippny of them have the form of a tower, ancl , 
others present the image of old ruins, or are 
hewn perpendicularly, representing high 
wiails, \yhP8p; striking elevation inspires one 
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with silent pleasure and respect. I employed 
the rest of the day in visiting a part of. this 
romantic country, and ptocured a guide to 
conduct me to a place situated in the middle 
of the rocks, called * the fort of the Jews,* 
which was so named partly on account of the 
class of men who inhabit it, and partly from 
the nature of its position, which is such as: 
to render all attempts to reduce -it unavail? 
able. This fort appears to the eye nothing 
more than a small insignificant village on the 
point of the rock, from whence it'commahd) 
all the adjacent ' country by a superiority of 
elevation of: several hundred feet, . and is ac- 
cessible only by a narrow path hewn in the 
rock wide enough for one passenger. In this 
spot, from time immemorial, a colony of 
Jews hav6 lived a peaceful life, sheltered 
from the vexations to which their race has 
every where else been exposed : here they 
freely exercise their religion in a synagogue 
surrounded by trees of extraordinary height 
and beauty. Notwithstanding the elevated 
situation of this village, it is not without 
pprings, rivulets, and wells, whose waters, 
conducted by canals and pipes, fjow in irre< 
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gular; courses oyer' different! pant , of* iU sur- 
faoe. This place is aJso i tha abode of ^* Hindi 
of animal^ called' e/flftt^.whioh. much. restem- 
bJes the stag; and' is in uumy^ ways- of. greati 
useand profit ta.the inhabitants^ ' 
* At the approaoh of; night/* L descended'^ 
into- the town, and found) in .oner of th.e> 
apartments * of the , palaccr ani exorilentt bed; 
with pillows of dou'^n. prepared for cne,. 
on which I: soon. consigned to obHvion. the^ 
fatigue of the day. The principal ser^ajpt^ 
took great pains to showi me' all ;the apart* 
mei)tS'it contained, whicbj were distributed 
and furnished' after, the eastern manner^ Itsk 
exterior has considerablyr the appeiarance of 
a small foit; it i& surrounded; with, mpatsa 
the banks of which, are planted with tr^es , 
of singular beauty; Its interior, contijins 
a great number of superb apartments, supt 
jplied with a> quantity of diynnst* qovered 
with. Turkey damask. I observed) ajso: th^ 
baths, which in farmer times ,we^e de^tiped 
for the- ladies, of the khan'&i ser^^ip: th^iv 



* The divan is a kind of ea^y bed, fashionable anaong tb« 
Turks, and whkb they use. like axhaic 
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walls were entirely coVered with glass. lii 
leaving them, I passed through two large 
and • spacious courts. 

Very n«ar to the palace stands the principal 
mosque of the Tartars, which is a handsome 
spacious edifice overloaded with ornaments 
in the Turkish taste. Th^y pointed out to 
me the place where a11 the ancient khans 
were buried: their tombs. are adorned with 
a certain number of turbans. 

The ' next day, having seen every thing 
•that was curious, I commenced an excur- 
sion into a part of the* country in which the 
evening before I hod seen so many objects 
that attracted my attention. Accordingly I . 
penetrated more than three leagues into the 
delightful valleys formed by the . chain , of 
rocks which surrounds the town. These 
valleys, several parts of which are wsdteced 
by an infinite number of brooks and rivulets, 
fwming at certain distances delightful casi- 
cades, are filled with houses and villages 
inhabited by Tartars. The numerous flocks 
grazing in the midst of the rocks and steep 
mountains, ^aissisted by the sweet sounds 
of the pipes of the shepherds reverberated 
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by the echoes, preseilted a spectacle so ex- 
quisitely enchanting, that for a moment I 
fancied myself transported to the blissful 
plains of Arcadia. Among the number of 
animals which compose these flocks, is the 
sheep of the Crimea, whose wool is uncom- 
monly beautiful, and whose skin even in 
this country is reckoned very valuable, and 
is much sought after in Russia on account 
of its durableness, and the degree of increased 
delicacy it acquires the more it is worn,. 
The cultivation of this breed of sheep, 
whose excellence is ascribable to that of the 
pasturage which feeds them, has suffered 
greatly from the numerous emigrations oc- 
casioned by the Russian conquests in this 
country : but the government is now using 
every possible means of repairing this disad- 
vantage, and is at present occupied in an 
important negotiation, the object of which 
is to transport thither a horde of Nogais Tar- 
tars, who have already manifested a desire to 
establish themselves in the peninsula. If thia( 
negotiation should succeed, it will occasioa 
a very considerable increase of both luuman 
and ^nimal population. 
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When I had finished my rambles in this 
interesting country, I returned to the town. 
Having met in the streets several ladies 
dressed in a garment of coarse white flannel, 
with a veil of the same colour on the head 
which concealed a great part of the waist, 
and which had only two small openings for 
the purpose of affording light, I eagerly 
questioned the first person I met for an ex- 
planation of this spectre-like appearance, 
and was tojLd that they were nuns belonging 
to a Tartarian convent existing in the town,. 

As I had determined to return to the port 
and the town of Sewastopol before the end of 
the day, I was obliged to renounce my in- 
clination to see the different objects of cu- 
xiosity in Batcbisarai: I therefore contented 
myself with bestowing a cursory glance on 
several considerable village-ruins in the en- 
virons, some ancient castles , and other edi- 
fices which attest the magnificence of this 
country, which in the time of the Genoese 
had been so flourishing; and departed imuie- 
diateJy after dinner. 

We found the road somewhat mountainous, 
especially along the banks of the little fiver 
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Belbekwe. After^ tpav^iUng &n some h«urs, 
we reached the port of^Se^vastopol, ^ which . in 
time f»ay become one 4»f 4iie finest .m 
Europe. It is formed by: two, large bays ca- 
pable of containing imbre thsnialuiiadred 
vessels; and it was with la pleasure bodi mew 
and lively that I enjoyed the- spectacle of 
the sea, and ian innumerable quantity. ;of 
^mall ships anchored in thei{>0rt. ffJiere 
were also several ships of war; 4and.tniiane of 
them which I went on booisd <>f,:I met (with 
•a naval officer -whoAva&^politerjeiiougb to ex- 
plain to me every thing that lappeared inter- 
esting. We afterwards -got into >a rniall 
boat/and were conveyed ton^ards Jtbe-town, 
which is situated 'in the centre df tlie iiouble 
inclosure formed by-the port. This place, *at 
present in its infency, gains something every 
day perceptibly towards its increase ^and ag- 
grandisement. Plans are in ; agitation forj 
erecting houses, in every direction,, and there 
is no doubt of its- obtaining a distinguished 
rank among towns of the second order. 
A part of it, like Naples, is situated on^ the 
mountains that surround the port, aiid the 
other part at the foot of these 'mountains. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S3 

which in genCTal are covered with vines, 
gardens, and pleasure-houses- Along the 
sea-shore is a range of houses, which are 
greatly embellished by the delightful ave- 
nues which lead to them. The motLon and 
activity which prevailed in all the environs 
of this port, the view of the sailors busily 
employed in the ships, pf the fishermen 
amusing themselves with casting and draw- 
ing their nets, the sounds proceeding from 
the carpenter and mason employed in the 
construction of an hospital destined to be 
a retreat for disabled seamen, all together 
composed a picture that* it would be impos- 
sible for me to describe. I remained in this 
gratifying spot no longer than during the re- 
mainder of the day of my arrival, and a few 
hours, of the ensuing one: towards noon we 
set out for Batchisarai, and plid a visit 
to an Eaglish, gentleman, who, as well a^ 
many other foreigners, was attracted to this 
peninsula by the advantages eagerly prof- 
fered by government to persons desirous of 
establishing themselves in it. He is the pos- 
sessor of considerable landed property there- 
After having procured me the pleasure of 

D 
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seeing the different establishments he had 
newly finished, he conducted nae to an ennii- 
nence^ where I enjoyed the delightful view 
of the whole country, watered by the Alma, 
and interspersed with different mountains^ 
which add to the luxuriousness of this beau^^ 
dful landscape. I found it impossible to re- 
sist the strongest emotions of pleasure at the 
sound of the warblings of thousands of 
nightingales, inhabitants of the groves here 
and there dispersed in this country, and 
which not a little contribute to its embellish* 
ment* 

I found this first excursion so very agree- 
able, that, on my return to Sympheropol, 
I again applied to the governor for permission 
to make a second journey into another can- 
ton. The pleasure with which he granted 
ray request increased my gratitude, and did 
not allow me to lose a single mpment. I 
set out, as soon as I had prepared the ne- 
cessary arrangements, upon my new expe-r 
dition. 

I directed my route for this time towards 
Sudak, ai> hundred werstes distant from Sym- 
pheropol. We slept the first night at Suis, 
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distant only twenty werstes from that town; 
and early the next day we arrived at Ka- 
rabasar, which, after Batchisarai, is the 
"largest in the Crimea. From Sympheropol 
to Sudak we found a very pleaisant road, 
though in general rather difficult to pass 
over; it lies across ' mountains and i^ocks 
full of thick wood and bramU'es, with here 
and there an intermixture of vines, which 
appeared to be well cultivated. It was five 
o'clock in the evening when we arrived at 
Sudak. This place is composed of only a 
few houses, among which is that of the com- 
mandant; and, from its position, is one of the 
most delightful towns in all Taurida. It is en- 
compassed by a chain of beautiful mountains, 
almost all of which are planted with vines. 
This species of cultivation is making a rapid 
progress, on account of the excellence /of the 
wine, which is esteemed one of the best pro- 
duced in this peninsula, and is extremely 
prized in Russia. It has, in common with 
most of the wines of the Crimea, a sweet taste, 
and must be exceedingly salutary. It is of a re* 
freshing rather than a heating nature. In the 
midst of these vineyards, and on the hillocks 
' D 2 
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which make a part of the mountains, appears 
an inifinite wumber pf gardens and pleasure- 
houses; the charming avenues leading to 
them conducting also to the summit of tlie 
mountains, from whence an unbounded view 
of sea and land presents itself. The day had 
begun to decline when I reached the top of 
one of those mountains, situated near the sea- 
shore, and covered with rocky protuberances 
forming a great number of little bays. I re- 
marked also thje ruins or vestiges of an an- 
cient fort, of pretty considerable dimensions, 
and connected with the times when the 
Genoese resided in this country. The fort 
was destroyed several centuries ago; but it 
is very easy to form an idea of what it was, 
from the extent of the moats and canals, the 
traces of which are still visible; also from 
the size of the stones with which its towers 
and walls were constructed. On the point 
of one of these rocks there still exists a high 
tower, which probably served as a pharos to 
conduct the ships that arrived. Nothing re- 
calls to the mind a more positive and evident 
conviction of the instabihty and vicissitude of 
human concerns, than the view of these 
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towns and fortresses, become a prey to the 
ravages of time, and presenting to the eye 
nothing but the spectacle of scattered ruins,, 
now become the abode of wild birds of every 
kind. 

As night was rapidly advancing, I hastened, 
to regain the house of the commandant. 

The following morning, at break of day, I 
recommenced my expedition, for the purpose 
of visiting a small place called Old Crimea, 
from which it is very possible that the whole 
country derived its name. It is the residence 
of the bishop of Taurida; where he inhabits 
a very handsome and extensive palace, which 
was. built for the czarina at the time of 
her making a tour to the peninsula. There 
is still existing in this country the residue of 
a colony of foreigners from various nations, 
but particularly from Germany, v The esta- 
blishments ordered by the empress Catharine, 
for the benefit of this colony having never 
been completed, the number of persons who 
inhabited it is so greatly diminished, as to 
leave but very few behind, I stayed in this 
place to examine a silk-manufactory 'estAblisb^ 
ed some years ago by a subject of the du^e of 
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^arma : but whether from a want of work* 
men, or of sufficient skill for managing and 
conducting it, the manufactory is still very 
far from having attaihed the degree of per- 
fection to which those of the same kind have 
arrived in France and Italy. From Old 
Crimiea I proceeded to Theodosia, which in 
former times was §o considerable and flourish- 
ing: it is situated on the banks of the sea; 
and its small port, together with the vestiges 
of its ancient fortifications, are still to be seen. 
This town exhibits now nothing but a melan- 
choly assemblage of stones, which revives the 
remembrance of its former splendor only tQ 
contrast with that of its present decay and ruin. 
Leaving Theodosia, I returned to Sym- 
.pheropol. I observed severs^l insignificant 
places on the road, which offered nothing 
worthy of remark/ The construction of the 
houses in these different places in general 
remincjs one of the simplicity of the first ages 
at the epoch of the nativity of the arts : beams, 
or branches of trees, placed irregularly one 
on the other, the interstices filled with moss; 
roofs covered with straw or wood, on which 
are placed stones intended to keep the straw 
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in lis place; such are thfe mat^rial^ that cotti- 
pose the abodes of the inhabitants: hb\vever> 
the for^igneft Who settle hete geherally 
build houses of stohe for themselves. This 
reasonably induces dttfe to befieVei lh4t thiS 
country, so favoured by nature^ wants no^ 
thing but thfe hand of the labourer tb exhibit a 
high state of cultivtltion^ ahd that in the U^se 
of fifty years, or per h^^ so6rief , it Will be one 
of the most fiouriishitig tcbtintries of EurcJpe. 

As this second excursion by no iheatts 
satiated my cUridsity, I lost lib tiihe in pfb- 
jeotihg ileW ddvetitureg^ I WAs uiiwilUng tb 
have it slid th&t I had neglected taking a - 
near silt^Vfcy of the Tsherderdiaik, dtie of thfe 
highest molititiins of the Crirtieai 1 there- 
fore set but one day> bX about eight in thfe 
evenitig, that I might amve eafly at the foot 
•tf this steep HibUntain^ arid avoid the heat 
of ^e sun, which began to be very ardent. 
My Russian guide, not being perfectly ac- 
qtiaihted with tlie roads, cbntented hitnself 
with following the baftks of the Sailgir, 
Being elctfeniely dissatisfied with his uncer- 
tainty as to the way We were to proceed in, 
a^ equally embarr&ssed hoi;/ to direct him 
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coasts of the {)ehm«ula; towards the east, the 
Seaof Asoph, which however, on account of 
its distance, wad not 6o easily distingilished, 

I had scarcely enjoyed this majestic and 
Aiichanting scenery half an hour, when the 
sky became covered with black clouds, which 
Very soon descended half-way down the 
mountain, substittiting :^or the spectacle I had 
been enjoying, another, which, tliough less 
fegreeable, affdrded me howet^er, on account 
of its novelty, Vfery high pleasure* A most 
violent storm tdok place beneath liiy feet^ 
ftnd filled my soul with I kn6w not what 
SentJment of joy and terror, which, in the 
state of astonishment and stupor into which thi& 
fettikibg occurrence had thrown me, it wfip 
ksipdssible to develop* The cold with which 
I was seized oftfthe summit <if the mountain 
obliged me to think very soon of departing. 
The clouds however -had removed ; and I had 
the pleasure of beholding th^ ucture I had 
=so ardently enjoyed by degrees ic-animated, 
and presenting me. In the midst of different 
•objects becoming insensibly visible to the eye, 
with attractions that drew all my attention. 
I discovered k great number ofthe grottoe^^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



45 

cavities, and abysses af the rocks. The snows» 
with which these last are filled, and which 
exist eternally, give birth to the Salgir, and 
sustain besides an infinity of gmaUer streams, 
which flow in an irregular ciourse on pvery 
side. This great quantity of water, produced 
by the melting of the snow, as it escapes 
from the gulfs and profound ekcavations 
which it seems to have assisted in formii^, 
encounters in its passage to the foot of th^ 
mountain different rocks, which convert it 
into a number of cascades, the noise of 
which is loud enough to be heard at a 
considerable distance. The water^s extreme*^ 
ly cold, and so limpid, that notwithstanding 
a depth of seventy fathoms, the sound of a 
piece of money being thrown in, and reach- 
ing the bottom, would be distinctly beard. 
1 ^discovered in different parts of the nloun- 
tain many loud and distinct echoes, which 
return several reverberations. 

Thfc day now verging to its decline, and 
feeling the necessity of a littlb repose after 
an excursion of ten hours, I began to think 
of returning to the mursa who had given 
me do hearty a welcome; and I had every 
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reason to be satisfied with the excellent sup* 
per and bed he afforded me. At break of day 
on the following morning I took leave of 
him, to return to Sympheropol. ' 

1 1 was no sooner arrived than the worthy 
governor, who had already witnessed the 
pleasure with which I related all I had seen, 
proposed to me to visit Kerst and Jenikale^ 
places situated on the Sea of Asoph: the 
first is said to have been the residence of the 
celebrated Mithridates, whoso oftea resisted 
and defeated the Romans. Among other 
vestiges of antiquity, is the tomb of this king 
of Pontus. .On the road between Kerst 
and Jenikale appear' also' many ruins of 
pagan temples consecrated, to Neptune and 
Diana. Nptwithstanding the pleasure I pro- 
jtoised myself in visiting this country, I did 
not. take advantage of. the faciHties offered 
ine iby the governor; * and tliis; happened not 
only on account of the distance of two hun^ 
dred and fifty werstes-- which I must have 
travelled, but! also from my desire of joia- 
ing'the headquarters 6f the Russian army 
which was then in Poland. The pnly place 
I visited therefore,, at this tithe, was an^estate 
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given by the empress to baron de Buhler, 
and which was at a short distance from Sym- 
pheropol. 

I went for the second time to Karasbasar, 
a place I iiave before spoken of. From 
thence I proceeded to Kushlaw, a charm- 
ing spot situated in a delightful valley, and 
where I found a Russian regiment quarter- 
ed. The colonel, to whom I had been 
recommended, received me with the great- 
est politeness and kindness. I was enchant- 
ed with the view of the camp, which was 
* stationed on a hill. Among the number of 
tents, I took particular notice of that appro- 
priated to colonel Godlewskl. As soon as I 
had dined, I got into my carriage, and in a 
few hours reached the residence of Mn 
Buhler, a domain of considerable extent. 
I reckoned in it four small villages, the en- 
virons of which are planted with woods and 
fruit-trees of all descriptions. After viewing 
every thing interesting, I returned to sleep 
at colonel Godlewski's at Kushlaw. The 
next day, after seeing liis regiment exercised, 
which appeared to me as well disciplined 4s 
nourished, I once more took the road to 
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Symphefopd^ where I arrived at an early 
bow. 

On the i^ of June, 1792, I left this town, 
aa4 IWfde adieu to the governor, penetrated 
with the sincercst seatixnents of gratitude, 
andf which I fed) much better than I can 
express* If all the persosrs belonging to 
him had treated me'with the same friendship 
and kindkiess, the four months I passed in 
this town would have been the most agree- 
able of my life. 

A{icv having procured my little stock of 
provisions,, and furnished myself with six 
bottles of the best Crimea wine, and two 
flasks of Hqu^irs, I got into my kibitke, ac- 
jcompanied by a young man of my own 
country, and very amiable, with whom I di- 
reeted.my journey towards the head-quarters 
of the acmy which, was in Pdand. 
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CHAP. HI. 

Journey through Poland to. Petersburg. 

The rapidity with which I pcFformed this 
littfe journey, afforded me the op^poctumty 
of only the following remarks. 

Three days after my departure feom Synv- 
pheropol I arrived at Pereeop, where* with 
my trarelling companion I remained trvr« 
days; which gave me leisure fov exam'imiag 
this town more minutely Hhatti I did when. 
I visited it before, and of judjjing more favoi* 
rably of it, though its^^ situation appeared to 
me far less agi^eeable thaathat of the greatest 
portico of the plisices which £eiU> iiadeit ob«- 
servation in tlie interior of the peninsula^ 
A great deal of salt is. collected in^ it& envi^ 
rons, which render* the air very unwhctle*- 
some. The produce of this commodity is 
very advantageous^ to the inhabitants* Ali- 
most all the southern pro vincei^ of Russiaiand 
Poland are entirely provided with sslt from 
the Crimea and the neighbouring districts^ 
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which is partly collected on the §ea-banks, 
and partly from the waters of several large 
lakes. * ' ' 

From Perecop I went to Cherson, where 
I stayed a day and a half; which afforded 
me an opportunity of visiting the tomb of 
prince Potemkin, which is placed in an 
arched vault situated exactly in the middle 
part of the church. The sarcophagus which 
contains the remairis of this celebrated man 
rests on a pedestal of marble inscribed, with 
epitaphs of some merit? Having finished 
my visit to the tomb, I again pursued my 
journey at nine in the evening, and the next 
4ay at day-break arrived on the banks of the 
Bog. After passing this river, I very soon 
reached Leopold (Olviopold),^ a small town 
newly built, and situated within the govern- 
ment of Catharinoslaw on the confines of 
Poland and Moldavia: it is a place inhabit- 
ed and fortified by Jews. After remaiping 
there two days, I took the road to Dubassar : 
this place is much increased within a few 
years, and is now become one of the mqst 
considerable of the province. The circum- 
stance which has greatly contributed to so 
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irapid and sudden a .change, is its situation 
upon the Dniester, which is extremely fa- 
vorable for its commerce, in a ^reat measure 
consisting of salt. Its houses are similar to all 
those in the small towns of Russia, built with 
wood, and generally separated from each 
other. The governor who at this time conx- 
manded in the place, general Kachowski^ 
had the goodness to invite me to dine with 
him : I met at his house several boyards, who 
had emigrated to this country in consequence 
of their repugnance to their new hospodar. : 

From Dubassar, I proceeded to Tulezni, a 
charming town, and rather considerable, h^r 
longing to field-marshal count Potozky> jt 
Pole. The scarcity of post-horses obliged 
me to stay a day in this place, and I em- 
ployed it in visiting the nlagnificent castle 
of the count. I found it environed with 
beautiful gardens, an,d a great number o£ 
pleasant walks. , The adjacent country is 
perfectly well cultivated. : 

As we advanced by degrees in the sduthr 
ern provinces of Poland, we were sensibly 
struck with the difference between the 
numerous population and laboured culture 

E 
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of this country^ in comparispn with whai 
we hftd observed in the desolate provinces of 
Russia. Thfe greatest part of the houses and 
Villages are buik with stone, which produces 
an air of cleanliness and ctmipetence tiiat 
K very pleasing. We found a considerable 
fermentation existing in the country, on ao- 
eo«mt of the animosities which had broken 
cut between the Russians, and the Poles tv^ho 
wore partisans of the new constitution. " Wt 
were cautioned t6 be on our guard. — ^After 
another short day's journey, we arrived at 
Niemirow, a pretty considerable town be- 
longing to count Vincent Potosky, who has 
Established in it several tntttrtifactories, which 
fcegin to4)e very flourishing. Among other 
things, Ifhfey make there veiy pretty hand- 
Icerchiefsitndcprinted cravats, which are sdd 
^in *W^rsaw (m English merchandise. In 
^e environs of -this tcmu there are many 
lyilks «Hid avenues, inhabited by a great 
number of Germans, and which njot a little 
"eon tribute to its atnbellishm^ttt. 

On the ^\ ^f Jtily> 179% we xat (length 
reached the tbwn ^f -Zaslaw, belosnging to the 
prince of Sangusko. After remaining some 
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days in it, I todk zdvimizjgQ of a very favo* 
rable occasion that occurred, foiSiContinuing 
my jonraey towards Petersburg. 
. On the 5th of August we were already 
very near to Moscow. This Tvas one of the 
coldest days we had exfcrienced in tbe 
cobrse of the jourtiey^ i afad we could not 
dispense with o^t furs, to wlalcih we had 
been obliged to haive retourae, till about 
noon. What interested tne nio8t iti our ap^ 
proach to this city was the number of 
a^eeable seats and country '^houses be^ 
longing to. persons of iraodi^ in Mosoow; 
which ari soattered Co: i^e . iri^it and kfit 
in the skirts of the^erbensti^ for«stt whieft 
cover this country; At a clktance of about 
live werstes from Moscow w^ ascended 
a great keigbt^ frona; wbicb we contemn 
plated thii' city aic msar: ease. Its inmicifsf 
extent^ ihe iinoiikQlHbie number of 9teeplei 
asid c^iiflrcbe^'ttiefr daoMm oavmounted with 
gilded crossesE^ a gteat poirt:iK»ii..of which aw 
plated ov tkined^* the iteatndss ai tfa^ Tooft of 
An boused whkh are ciM^etpuiiwitk tiits of iiSL 
oolaocB^and t€lry)ddl&dy painted; altogether 
farmdi ^oharQiiiig spectdete^'whidhi we head 
e2 
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the pleasure of enjoying : till the very mo* 
ment of eitfering the town. Moscow stands 
ia a very elevated situation, as all the way to 
it from Kiow is by ascent. But the road 
which leads from Moscow to Petersburg in 
precisely the contrary. > 

Within the last twenty years, this city 
has greatly improved, in respect to the mo- 
rals and taste of its inhabitants, and the 
beauty of its houses. Luxury, also appears 
to have advanced in it by rapid strides. All 
sorts of provisions are extremely dear, but 
they are supplied in great abundance ; eveit 
the most delicate articles are obtained in 
Moscow with as much facility as if. they 
were? there produced. The cultivation' of 
the gardenis, which in. the last few years has 
considerably increased, occasions such a sut 
|>erabundance . of .vegetables and. fruits,, as 
to make them aa exceptipa to the? prevalent 
dearness.of commodities in general, they be^^ 
ing supplied at a reasonable pr,ice. . 
: I employed the eight day^ I. passed; iu 
Moscow, ihe plopuktioa of. whichvisonuch 
more coosidexable thaa that of Petersburg, in 
bb^ervmg. the, i^fwist. intepe^g; objects lit iCon* 
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tains. Every thing appears, as well as the 
city itself, on a gigantic scale. The palaqes. 
of the men of distinction, and of the majo- 
rity df the Russian nobility, who reside 
principally in this city, possess a colossal gran* 
deur ; and are filled with a considerable num-! 
her of domestic serfs, attached to the service 
of all the men of rank. The hospital for 
foundlings is one of their benevolent establish- 
ments, and perhaps one of the most extensive, 
and vast in the whole world. In the number 
of their hotels is the house of assembly of 
the nobility, lately built, and in which fes- 
tivals and balls are held during the winter. 
I did not omit seeing the archives, which are 
very considerable, and arranged with equal 
care and taste. I was present at a very 
splendid gala given by count Scheremetof 
at Kuskowa, one of his estates, situated at 
a small distance from Moscow, in a country 
interspersed with an infinity of charming 
woods.' The beauty of its avenues, the good 
condition of the gardens^ and the different 
buildings that compose this residence, are 
well worth inspection. Opposite to the 
park belonging to this seat is a small lak^ 
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which has in it a handsome galley given to 
count Scharemetof by the empress, I re- 
marked also, with infinite pleasure, a very 
•good dairy in the Dutch style, and a select 
collection of paintings of the best masters of 
the Flemish schooL The gala opened, with 
a comedy. As the number of spectatdrs 
Was too considerable to be contained in the 
large room prepared for the purpose, I was 
disappointed of using the entrance-ticket 
that had btaen given me ; but I was recom- 
pensed for this privation by a dwertissemeni 
which took place after the play,, and before 
the supper, on a theatre raised for the pur- 
pose under the covered walks of the park. 
Towards eleven o'clock the whole of this 
nximerous assembly was invited to parta.ke 
of a most splendid repast served up i|i 
different apartments, which was succeeded 
by the most brilliant fire-works, that at first 
excited the admiration of all the guests, 
but were afterwards ov\^ the point of ter* 
minating in very dangerous consequences* 
A wooden alcove>, which had been erected 
for the purpose of affording the company 
a view of this exhibition, suddenly took 
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f<>und to extinguish it, and the accidei;^t 
produced no otjbeir,iiic;oo?enienGe than that 
of alarm, Th^ wl^Qle concluded with a 
promenade in t^i^ avenues, which were yery 
briUiantly ai>d tastefully lighted. I retuirned 
about day-byeak to Mci»stcow, 

In toiitinuiag my route to\vards Peters- 
burg, I e^xperienoed an accident near Wis^ 
nei-WQlQtschok* tw sl;?iges from Moscow, of 
a diwgrQeabl^ nature, and which a little re^ 
tarded my journey, Prox;eeding along the 
^Qres of a lake which were perpendicular^ 
towards midnight our carriage, owing to the 
c?arele^sness of the driver, was hurried for-r 
w^rd to «) considerable a depth into the 
water, that it was only by the greatest 
good fortune we escaped very serious conse- 
quenc^s* All our strength was necessary to 
draw l^ck the carriage, and to replace it on 
terra finna.-^lxx the canton of Jederowo, 
three stages from Wolotsk, the different 
^ points of view that present themselves begiq 
to be very pleasing. The church of this 
place, which is perceivable at a great distance. 
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forms a perspective which excited in me 
as much pleasure as interest. This transition 
from valley to hill, jperpetual in this coun- 
try, rendered it impossible for me to be 
sensible of a moment's fatigue from the 
length of the way. From Jederowo we con- 
tinued our route towards Waldai, a sm'all 
town most pleasantly situated on the borders 
of a large lake, and almost contiguous to an- 
other called Dimogor, consisting of a single 
range of houses all built of wood. In the 
middle of this lake rises an island covered 
with wood, and containing a convent, whose 
steeple, towering above the trees, exhibits 
a very romantic appearance. I arrived, a 
few days after, at Petersburg, without in- 
convenience to my health from the fatigue 
of the journey. 

At Petersburg I was present at the diffe- 
rent festivals given by the court on occa- 
sion of the anniversaries of the saints of the 
princes of the imperial family. As each 
prince bears several names> these festivals are 
renewed pretty frequently. The great so- 
lemnity of tlie day is announced at sun-rising 
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by several volleys of artillery* Towards noorf 
the court assembles in high cetemony, and 
approaches the empress for the purpose of 
accompanying her to church, where di- 
vine service is celebrated with great pomp. 
When this is concluded, her majesty diftes 
in public, attended by a numerous and bril- 
liant suite of officers attached to the court 
On these days, all well-dressed or respect- 
able looking persons may enter any part of 
the palace. The eating room contains a 
gallery, where spectators may place them- 
selves, and enjoy, without restraint, a view 
of the magnificence every Where prevalent^ 
and bear the excellent music which is played 
during the repast. It often happens that balls 
are given in the evening, to which the most 
distinguished of the citizens are admitted. 
On these occasions many thousands of tickets 
. are distributed ; arid the niotion produced by 
the crowd, and the variety of figures and 
costumes presenting themselves, exhibit the 
most amusing picture imaginable. Dancing 
is no where more delighted in, or better 
executed; than at Petersburg. These rer 
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jpicings «e commonly terminated by the 
most magnificent illuminations^ which> in 
the principal streets, and in the windows of 
the hotels belonging to men of distinction^, 
present a spectacle of the utmost pomp and 
luxury. The eye can with difficuUy sustain 
the glare of light produced by the multi- 
plicity of lamps that illuminate -these diffe- 
rent edifices, and which are distributed with s 
so much skill and variety as for a moment to 
produce the feeling of being transported to 
the l»nd of fairies. 

. It is impossible to resist the sentiments of 
TQi^pect which penetrate the heart on be-r 
holding the statue of Peter the Great. An 
enormous rock should be imiagined tr^ns^ 
ported to the middle of a magnificent square, 
and on the top of it a horse of colossal size, 
on which is seated the creator of Russia, 
with one hand bestowing b^nedi(?tions qn his 
people, and holding the reins of his horsQ 
with the other. The statua is surrounded ' 
with iron rails very curiously wrought, and 
the^joint of eaqh bar is gilded. On ap* 
preaching it, one cannot help f^elmg high 
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admiration at.the boldness of the work. Mid 
the talent of the artist who effected iU exfcca^ 
tion. ^ 

The magnificence of the theatres, and the 
sums that h^ve been expended on them, sur- 
pass every possible description* J was pre^ 
sent at the representation of the pieces Olga 
and Fevey, written by th^ impress herself, 
and played with ^ perfection worthy of the 
author. The dresses and decoratiomr at 
the first of these pieces coat more than. 
100,000 roubles*^ The last act represents 
the Olympic games. The circus, in which 
the combatants appear, contains nearly 600 
actors, all in the Greek costume, Fevey k 
not less interesting : it exhibits the different 
costumes, usages, and dances, of all the na» 
tions in subjection to Russia* This mixture 
forms the. most striking and agreeable c^^i 
d^c^iL The illusion is even carried so far, 
as to have imitated the scenery of the cown* 
tries, represented as much to the life as the 

* The rouble is a Russian coin worth about three shillings 
^nd nine-pence English money; taking the average price of 
exchange. . / 
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costume in the dresses. This exhibition con- 
duded with the most delightful ballets, exe- 
cuted by the celebrated dancer Pile and 
stiadeitioiselle Rossi, 

- In the beginning of the year 1793, the 
empress having detei'mined to send an extra- 
ordinary embassy to Constantinople, her ma- 
jesty bestowed this honorary mission on ge- 
neral Kotusow, under the title of Embassador 
Extraordinary to the Ottoman Porte. After 
taking some steps for the purpose, I was for- 
tunate enough to obtain a place in the nu- 
merous suite that was to accompany him : 
I also received from the college for foreign 
affairs a sum of money sufficient to defray 
tny expenses as far as the frontier of Tur- 
key, and to procure me the necessary ac- 
commodations for making a suitable appear- 
ance in this brilliant embassy. My prepa- 
rations for this purpose occupied the re- 
maining part of my stay in Petersburg. 

I resided seven months in this capital, and 
quitted it towards the end of March 1793, 
accompanied by a young man of rank with 
whom I was on terms of intimacy, aijd who. 
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as well as myself, was engaged in the embas- 
sy. Followed by a kibitke which contained 
our baggage and servants, we set out for 
Elisabethgorod, situated at a small distance 
from the frontier of Turkey, and in which 
place the whole embassy had been directed 
to assemble by the end of ApdL 
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CHAP- IV. 

I IiJSJPT VfA^nbmg with my companion on 
Holy ThurscJay^ the 4^h of Mai^, 1793^ 
at ten o'clock in the evening, taking the 
road towards a small town called Roshest- 
wen, which we reached the next morning, 
perfectly satisfied with the fine weather, and 
the roads we had passed. We breakfasted 
at the house of an old friend of my compa- 
nion, who treated us very hospitably. Soon 
after breakfast we took our leave, and con- 
tinued our journey. The sharp penetra- 
ting air which prevailed, and the long and 
barren road before us, were not circum- 
stances to put us in good humour. But if the 
country we passed through offered us no in- 
teresting objects, we were, however, in some 
measure recompensed by the superior ac- 
commodations of the post-houses, almost 
the whole of which had been built on 
the occasion of the empress's journey to 
the Crimea in 1787* whose route we fol* 
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lowed 4s far te the town of lS^ciiki'*Lkifcf, 
ftbout seventy miles from Petersburg;, after 
wiiich we proceeded in a direction it Ikdc 
more to the right. The marshy ajwl rougk 
condition of the roads, occasioibcd by tfic 
heavy rains which had fadlen in the begiiip- 
fling of spring ; the tordiness of ihe post 
boys, and their tone of familiarity lat Po^ 
chdw; the impctdieM vulgarity of the master 
of the post4iouse ^t Dubrowska; tbe want 
of horses at Beshanicz, where we iost almoat 
a whole day, and where, among odxer thingy, 
they stole from us an excelleiit map ©f the 
|)osting roads of the Riussiaa tonpine, li>getfaer 
, with our passports, ^icfa obliged us (to ob- 
tain new ones in the town of Weliki-Luki 
above mentioned ; all these iaconveQienccs 
together did not a little cootribute to infr* 
tpede our progaress* Fgrtunately, ithe icbeei- 
iol^nd agreeable situation of this town^made 
us in a short tbne forget the ilifiicultieB 
we had met with, .or si :leadt affofded lis 
some -moments of .gratiJicatiioa to isaiate us 
amends for them- .> ^ 

On arriving at Witcpsk, ia.:towii)6f White 
^Itussi^., we had the sdtistactiion of .n^efisi^ 
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widi a large portion of the suite of the em^ 
bassy, and of passing a very agreeable and 
smusing evening with our coUeagues, The 
(next day, at day-break, we were under the 
necessity of resuming our travelling staffs, and 
oiir journey lay across a country so rugged 
^nd difficult, that we were more than once 
obliged to spend half a day in completing a 
single stage, and still oftener fo harness our- 
selves to the carriage, to draw it along. In the 
jenvirons of Bawinowicz we passed theDwina, 
which still remained half covered with ice. 

On Saturday the 6th of April, in the morn-^ 
ing, we reached, with the most pleasant 
Weather imaginable, the little town of Shoff, 
belonging to general Sovitsch, late adjutantr 
gc^ieral of the armies of the empress^ whp 
has greatly embellished it. A large fair 
is held in .it, which is resorted to by all 
the dealers in Poland and Lithuania. This 
place is particularly remarkable for the great 
n^umbejr of horses sold ,tliere. 

On Sunday the 7th> in the morning, we 
arrived at Mohilow, capital of. the governr 
mebt of that name. It would be difficult to 
find a town niore invitingly situated than 
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thisi A chain of picturesque mountains, n at 
the foot of which runs the Dnieper, sun* 
rounds it, and serves for fortifications raised 
by the hand of nature. On the banks of 
the river are situated the suburbs, almost 
all the hou^s of which are built of wood; 
while those of the town, on the contrary, are 
generally of stone : among the latter is the 
episcopal palace in the middle of the town. 
After indulging ourselves in a little repose 
from our fatigues, we again set out to en- 
counter afresh those which naturally await- 
ed us. From Mohilow ta Elisabethgorod, 
the place of our rendezvous, was a distance 
of more than ah hundred and fifty miles; 
and though we travelled night and day, and 
never stayed more than six hours to rest in 
anyplace, yet we did not reach it in less 
than from fourteen to sixteen days* We 
met with nothing worthy of remark in the 
whole journey; and I shall confine myself 
therefore to the observing, that the roads were 
in general very bad and tiresome. We had 
to pass over ground in some places covered 
with water, and in others with snow, to siich a 
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height, that we could with difficulty mftk<r^ 
good oqr journey. In addition to the» 
cirGumstancesji we were under the neqessity 
of disputing frequently, either with th^ post- 
boys^ who were of a very low or^er ^f being$, 
or with their masters, whp scarcely exceeded 
theni in refinement. All this wa» ill calou^ 
lated to put us in good humour. What 
added still furtb^ to our difficulties w,i h^ 
tigues were tlp^ pec^ssary preps^rs^tions for 
passing the Dnie^per^ on whi^h we embarked 
at some distan<;:e from ]fsr^m?utshuk< We 
w^ere a wht)le day iu th^ passage; however^ 
we had no sopner put foot on shore^ aad 
»>eered the goverujiiJaent pf Cathartnpslaw, 
%yhich lie^ a little to the south, thsin we had 
the pleasure of enjoying all the charms of 
spring. Instes^ of land covered with ice 
aud snow, we f%Q longer perceived any thiag 
but smiling verduire, aud fields strewed with 
flpwei^s, which greatly enlivened our journey, 
Tbie rpads wer^ ev^ry where diy, and the 
sky pure and serene. We travelled nearfrf 
two hundred and fifty miles, attended with 
these ad v^Al^ges, in the space of a month; 
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and they were absolutely necessary to make 
\js forget the preceding inconveniences we 
liad experienced. 

The ambassador, lieutenant-general de 
Kotusow, aurived very soon after us at Elisa^ 
betbgorod with his lady^ who accompanied 
him as far as this place. He took up hb 
abode in the palace, which is delightfully 
situated; and all the persons belonging to his 
suite were distributed among the inhabitants* 
My companion and myself fell to the lot of 
a captain of Cossacks, whose attentions and 
unbounded civility rendered our residence 
in this town extremely agreeable. It was 
with a kindness and cordiality truly patrij- 
archal, that this respectable man,, as well as 
his wife and children, fulfilled towards us the 
duties of hospitality. On my part, I sought 
every opportunity of manifesting my gra- 
titude, and of saving them every super- 
fluous trouble or expense. The chamber 
we slept in was small and rather dark ; but 
all our necessities were supplied with so 
much 2eal and kindrheartedness; that it 
never occurred to us to dwell for a moment 
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The whole embassy remained in this town 
more than a month, which period was en- 
tirely consecrated to the necessary prepara- 
tions for our entrance upon the Turkish 
territory, which was only forty miles distantr 
from Elisabethgorod. The necessity each 
of us lay under to . supply his own wants, 
did not a little contribute to make our 
residence in this place very expensive. The 
indispensable expenditures I had made in the 
course of the journey amounted to more than 
seventy roubles; but, fortunately, we were in 
hopes of obtaining some reimbursement from 
the treasurer of the embassy; and the direc- 
tions he had received to this effect shortly dis- 
sipated our fears, and supplied us with new 
resources. 
. I employed as much of my time as was 
not spent in writing, during my stay in this 
town, in making different excursions into 
the country situated in the environs of the 
Ukraine, which is extremely beautiful and 
fertile. I penetrated two or three miles into 
this charming country in every direction on 
foot, and I always recollect the time I passed 
there with the mdst ILvelysatisfaction. My fa- 
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Tourite walk was that situated opposite to the 
palace. ' The little serpentine river which flows 
among the numerous orchards and kitchen- 
gardens to be found on this spot, to say nor 
thing of the vines, the fields, and enchanting 
meadows lying contiguous to them, form the 
most picturesque and gratifying view inla- 
ginable. 

Such was the kind of pleasures and occu- 
pations to which I devoted myself during 
the month of May, which I passed in Elisa- 
bethgorod. I was also witness of a fire 
which broke out in it in the night, and 
which reduced to ashes many houses 
built with wood. Our caravan now left this 
place to proceed to Dubassar, where the em- 
bassy was expected by the Turks, and where 
an exchange of credentials between the two 
ambassadors was to take place. From this 
time our march assumed a very different 
figure from what it had previously done. 
S\Ve now composed a little army ad- 
vancing gaily, and easily, and abundantly 
provided with every thing that could con- 
tribute, to its accommodation and plea- 
sure. Our purveyors always went before 
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US ; and, wherever the embassy stopped^ we 
found the tables abeady spread and served 
with equal care and magnificence. The 
most distinguished penons in the &uite 
were in handsome carriages followed by a 
long file of vehicles filled with servants and 
luggage. The march was closed by a de- 
tachment of well-disciplined Russian troops* 
All the roads were lined with spectators^ 
who assembled from all sides to gratify their 
curiosity with the sight of so numerous i^ 
eavalcade. 

We had left Elisabethgorod on Sunday 
the 44. th of May, about nine in the evening, 
in the order I have just described; and 
arrived towards midnight at Gruska, which 
was our first station. , As I was already ac- 
quainted with this country, having passed 
through it in my excursions to and from the 
Crimea, I experienced double pleasure in 
this opportunity of seeing it again. Invited 
by the beauty of the season, and accompa- 
nied by several of my colleagues, who were 
equally fond of travelling on foot, I seldom 
waited for the departure of the caravan to set 
out. I preceded it ; and it more than once 
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happened to me to haVe completed on foot 
Ae two stages which in genehil was the 
dldtted distailCe for a day's joutney. We 
dways found ourselves amply compensated 
for the slight fatigue we underwent, by the 
eiichanting points of view which presented 
themselves, and which we enjoyed at our 
tase. from this method we acquired also 
increased appetite, and were doubly sensible 
of the pleasures of repose, wheti the hour 
for abandoning ourselves to it arrived. 

Already we descried the tcwn of Olviopol, 
dtuated on the Bog and the Simuhu. The 
island covered with trees and verdure, rising 
from the bosom of the water in view of the 
town, and the ruins of an old fort on the moun- 
tain by the river's side, form a most romantic 
and agreeable landscape* In order to reach 
Dubassar the sooner, we left the great road, 
as it was probable we should meet with 
villages on it that might tempt us to stop and 
Refresh ourselves: we therefore determined 
to proceed by the plain of Oczakow, which 
offered nothing to our view but a few tents, 
and some habitations dug under ground 
and belonging to the Cossacks: at thes6 
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we halted from^ time to time, for some hours 
together, to rest ourselves. The Cossacks, 
notwithstanding their vicinity to the Russians, 
the Poles, and the Moldavians, who all oflfer 
them the example of cultivating their lands, 
and of having a fixed abode in towns or 
villages, remain as faithfully as ever attached 
^o their ancient wandering habits of life, and 
ignorant of any other occupation than that 
of rearing their cattle. They p?iss the greatest 
part of their life on horseback, armed with 
arrows and lances, which they handle with 
admirable dexterity. They dig large holes 
in the earth, and deposit in them their food 
of all kinds, both for present and winter use. 
Being somewhat at a loss what road to take 
along the plain, we soon mistook our way, 
and had already taken the direction towards 
Bender, , when we suddenly perceived a 
village, to which we eagerly hastened our 
steps, and immediately procured a guide to 
conduct us to Dubassar, where we arrived 
the It^, early in the evening- 
ly this place we remained about fourteen 
(lays. During this interval the Russian and 
Turkish ambassadors made preparations for 
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their entry on the territory of their respec- 
tive destinations. I was here lodged in the 
house of a Jew, w^ose nation occupies the 
greatest part of the town, and who allotted 
me very reluctantly a small chamber in it, 
extremely dark,, and the windows of which 
were formed of paper instead of glass. 
Obliged to retire with his wife and family to 
a corner of the vestibule of his house," 
pur Israelite was not in very good hu- 
mour with the arrangement. I endea- 
voured to console him as well as I could, 
by giving him hopes that my intrusion 
would be but of short duration. I took 
advantage of our stay at Dubassar to examine 
all its environs, which I found perfectly 
cultivated, and very fertile. The situation 
of the town, on the side which commands the 
Dniester, is very pretty and agreeable; it Is 
also extrenxely favourable to commerce with 
Russia, Poland, and Turkey; and the activity 
of this commerce, from the daily epcourage- 
ment it meets with, adds considerably to the 
affluence which prevails in this place. Its 
population also is greatly increased by the 
numerous emigrations of the Moldavians and 
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Greeks^ who go there to itek, uader th^ 
Russian domination^ an asylum from the 
vexations of their prince^ and the oppressions 
of the Turks. 

The A th of June was the day fixed on by 
the two ambassadors for the pateage of the 
Dniester, which forms the line of demarca^ 
tion between the two states. The whole 
suite of the Russian embassy commenced 
their route at seven in the morning, advancing 
towards the place where the passage was to 
be eiFected, at about three miles from 
Dubassar. The march was begun in the 
finest weather possible, and with such perfect 
order, as to present a most striking and gratis 
fying exhibition. A detachment of cavalry 
and of infantry, followed by a troop of well- 
mounted Cossacks, opened the procession. 
These were succeeded by a file of handsome 
carriages, containing a certain portion of the 
civil officers belonging to the embassy : theft 
followed the ambassador himself, surrounded 
by a tfoop of cavalry and principal officers 
attached to his person: next appeared a con- 
siderable number of carriages> in which were 
conveyed the remaiiwlcr of the civil officers. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



75 

followed lay baggage -Avaggons, carrying 
their domestics, their apparel, &c. : a second 
detadimcnt of troops closed the march of 
this procession^ which formed in all a line of 
nearly half a league in extents As soon as w^ 
iarrived at the place which had been marked 
out for jthe purpose, the Turkisii embassy was 
seen advancing in the opposite direction to 
meet tts. Nothing could be more strikingly 
contrasted than the appearance of the Turkish 
embassy and our own. The one was seen 
t^overed with wealth, gold, silver, and costly 
ornaments; while the other exhibited the 
greatest simjdicity, and the most martial and 
impressive appearance. Here every thing 
was in brilliant confusion; Turkish horses 
richly caparisoned, covered with housings 
t>f immense value, which reached to the 
ground ; mean and beggarly carriages ; and 
the Turks themselves in thtit Oriental cos- 
tume, and advancing with the greatest irre^ 
gularity>— Tbere> on the contrary, all was 
order and propriety ; not a step that was not 
regulated, ik* a manoeuvre that was not per- 
formed with the greatest precision. Deaf- 
ened as we were with tumult, with hunried 
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cries, and the discord of a barbarous music, 
we preserved the most perfect tranquillity ; 
and our music was soothing, rich, and de- 
licious. On either bank of the Dniester was 
a flat-bottonied boat, fitted up with the ut» 
most magnificence, and destined for this 
ceremony- It was in these boats that the 
two envoys took their departure from their re* 
spective territories, in the midst of the volleys 
of artillery and the firing of musquetry by 
the troops placed on the two shores, and of 
the sound of all the Russian and Turkish in- 
struments of music. The suite of the two em- 
bassies embarked in petty shallops, less cost- 
ly in their decorations, and more simple than 
those which had served to transport the per- 
sons of the envoys. 

As soon as we had landed, the Russian em- 
bassy proceeded to occupy the camp which 
had been prepared for it, half a league from 
the shore, in th? vicinity of the village of 
;Krintenj, where We passed nearly a fortnight. 
My situation in this place, as well as that of my 
companions, was not very alluring ; we were 
all lodged in an indifferent tent, \yhere we were 
exposed to thei rain and wind,; this incon- 
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venience, however, .was in some measure 
compensated by a variety of pleasures and 
amusements. On the evening of the first 
day of our arrival on the Turkish territory, 
We were complimented with a grand gala, 
in wfiich was exhibited the most studied 
magnificence. The next day we gave au- 
dience in full ceremony to an ambassador of 
the pacha of Bender, who came to offer us 
assurances of the friendly disposition of his 
master, and of his desire to exert every means 
for the protection of our enterprise, and to af- 
ford us all the accomnfiodations in his power; 
at the same time soliciting the patronage and 
kindness of the ambassador. The rest of 
the audience was consecrated to mutual 
offers and assurances of gratitude and friend- 
ship.^ 

To give a proof, on each side, of the high 
satisfaction with which the event of peac^ 
and union between the two powers was con- 
sidered, not a single day passed, during the 
time we stayed in this place, that was not di- 
stinguished by rejoicings and festivals ; fire- 
.works, illuminations on the banks of the 
river, feasts, balls, dances, and every kind 
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of diversion^ in which both die Russians and 
the Turks took part with equal confidence 
and eagerness. It was a truly affecting specr 
tacle to behold two nations, who a short time 
before entertained against each other the 
^ most virulent animosity, and breathed a 
spirit of carnage and death,, now eagerly 
hastening to load each other with proofs of 
friendship and good understanding, and mu-^ 
tually abandoning themselves to demonstrao^ 
tions of the most extravagant joy# , 

After passing ten days in this manner, we 
again set out on the ^rth of June. It w'as 
commonly our custom to travel between 
three ahd four leagues every day, and th^ 
third day we regularly devoted to repose. 
At sun-rising the drum gave the signal for 
departure, and a few hours after we arrived 
at the place destined for our next station. 
A part of the retinue, as in former instances, 
was disposed of in the houses of the inhabit- 
ants, and the remainder under tents. Towards 
noon we all assembled ta dinner in the great 
tent of the ambassadw, and the rest of the 
day was devoted to the {Measures of society. 
We passed our time nearly in this manner 
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during the whok JQurney. The fQllawing 
is a statement of our route : 

From Dubassau to Krintcui • 1 , '* i 

To the village of Paschkan - . . « j% 

To the town of Kischnewo • . ., • 4^ 

To Scra3cheiu - - - ^- ^ m. ^ 
To Kalaras.ch - - - - -. -•,^' 

To WaltsobinesU - - - - ^ ^ 

To Ontschesti, or Resina ^ • -» ^ ^ 

To the town of Zizora - - - •. • ^ 

Tojassy - - - . *^ .^ 

To the post-house of Skintey - • ^ ^ * 

To AnKehesty - ^ - - -. • ^ 

To the town of Wasluy - - ^ ^ a 

To Burlat - - - - * • ^ ^. - 

To Dakulina - - - - , i, * ^ 

To Guru Zarasnebuluy - - - ' * S' 

To the town of Tekutsch - - ^ - S 

To Pomistrazeskuluy - • • ^ - 4^ 

To the river of Mulkow, near Fokschany - . ^ 
To Slobodseja - - - - - ^.^ 

To Topkitschan - • - ' - - 5 

To the town of Budsew - •> • . . ^ 

To Marschiniai^i - • - . . . r 

To Pu*jfcwin . . - . . .J 

Tc^Krase ^ ^^ -, -. .- 

To Bucharest — - - - . ^ «- 

To the river of Sabarc - - -^ - . ^ 

From the river of Sabare to Kalugaleni - * 4 

To Adaja. ,-'- - - , . ^. 

F«!(jin Gmg^WQ to th« little river of Ramadan, a shoit 

league further - - - - - - ^ 
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^ Lcagu«i 

Passage of the Danube ; next, in the middle of the 

river, the town of Tschemodvi - • v. - ^i 

Xo Genowe - - - - - --4t 

To Rasgrad - - •- - --3 

To Insular - -- - -. - -5* 

To Schiumla - .'-- - --3 

To SemidoflF - . - - - - 5 

To Taschalinawan • - - - - 3 

ToDobral 4 

To Kamabad and Chwastan - - - - 8 

ToPapasIy - - - - - - 7 

To Chanly Janitsche - . • - . . 8 

To Tol Babe - - 3 

Passage by the city of Adrianople, and next by Kat- 
schilar-Kiosk - - - - - - 2| 

To Kuischely - • - - - - 7 

To the town of Burgas - - - - - ^ . 

ToTschorto 8^ 

ToSeliwrey - -8 

To the town of Bujuk-Tschemerscha - - 6 

To Sankt-Stephan « - - - - 4t 

To Constantinople - ' - - • - - 3 

Total 222 



We had the finest weather imaginable on 
the first day of our journey towards the vil- 
lage of Paschkan, across a most delightful 
country. I observed, on the highest part 
of the mountains which prevailed there, 
some sepulchral stones, small columng> and 
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crosses^ oh which inscriptixjhs^iveiie ehgrarrcn^ 
that excited our curiosity. These monu- 
ments, destined to preservfe the memory of 
differerit remarkable eveiats ^hich. haye hap- 
pened in the country, arc in* general ctf the 
remotest antiquity, ^nd relate. to the times of * 
the. campaigns of Trajan, and many other 
Roman generals "in these territories. Ail -the 
elenstations, abo, still existing on the hills, ard 
tranbs of the warriors who perished in battle, 
and were interred in these spot^. 
• The position of Paschkari,.. between two 
faiountains, is infinitely agreeable. We reach- 
ed the- town about boon, ahd at night were 
lodged in the. houses of the Moldavian inha»- 
bitants, who eagerly fuififUed towards us the 
Btities of hospitality, offering iis. the Best df 
•eKnery thing liiey possessed. in g^ieral, 
a dertain degree of culture and imjMrorement 
is apparent among ^th is people. 

Thi cleanliness and orcJer obfeervable in 
thew habitations afforded us a very pleasin^g 
j)roof of this remsrrk. ObKged to ^ive iq) 
their most cotivenientapartmentstous, aaad lo 
iretke with thek family to the vestibule of thdr 
liouse, or to soine c0timwh&» :fihey weve 
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cromrded all together, thevidid not, however^ 
evince the least ili-humour, perceiving that 
we ourselves took particular pains tomal^e; 
- them feel as little as: possible the burden im- 
posed upon them, and which was to be of 
• short duration. In fact, we again set out 
very early on the following day* The march 
of our retinue formed a very pleasing exhi^ 
bition from the high parts of the mountain 
which begins immediately at the end of the 
villagd. KotUsow, our ambassador, was oii; 
horseback, surrounded by a great number 
ofrTurks of distinction, well mounted, and 
superbly dressqd, who had come from the 
-environs of Bender and Jassy. By his side 
marched the troop of cavalry, belonging to 
the suite of the embassy. Next followeil 
^bnr carriages and equipages, which occis- 
: pied an extent of about half a league. The 
beauty of this "spectacle, and the delightful 
; weather, to^ s2iy ^nothing of tlie ^ charniing 
views, which presented themselves on every 
rside, ajad:wfc!^i!endered stilt mtore animateiil 
r by tlie immeii5e;c.oncourse of people whoihad 
•afisemWfed fromiall parts, and who mingled 
tcxdaiiiations:Qf/joy witK ittee^ SQ;und of.otilr 
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martial music, arltogether formed k scene 
thp most ench?fcpting, and. calculated to ex- 
cite general hilarity. .Jn order to derive 
every possible enjoyment from it, I deter- 
mined to leavQ my carriage; and accprd- 
ingly proceeded on foot towards Kisch- 
newo, accompanied by, i^veral , of my 
companions. In tliis village we found the 
houses extremely cleaii, and reposed in 
them at our ease, after the heat of the day 
and the fatigue of our journey. The re- 
spectable Moldavians of this place, as well 
as those of several others, treated ys with the 
greatest frankness, and confided to us the na- 
ture of the oppression they experienced from 
the tyrannical government under which they 
liyed. They tpld us that t^ie persons who 
were set over th|^ for governors, instead of 
endeavouring to alleviate the scourge of war^ 
of which this country had beep the theatre, 
evinced on the pontrary no other design than 
to wrest from them tjieir money and their 
provisions,, and to retain them in a state of 
the bitterest opp^ression a^nd misery. This 
was the motive which had forced the inha- 
bitants of this ridh and beautiful country to 
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fake refuge in the neighbouritig territory 
6f the Russians and the Austrians, who 
received them A^fith open arbis. In spite 
6f these emigrations, ahd the rigour of the 
government, it is admirable to observe with 
what promptitude the province has repaired 
the ravages and disastrous consec[uen(ies fef 
the war, every tfac6 of which a very ffeW 
years will no doifbt effectually Sremovte. Thi* 
proves the riches and the resources of the 
coiiritry, on which nkture seems to hav^ be-* 
stowed her benefits with a most liberal hand: 
in fatt, few countries are better situated for 
sport, for the rearing, of cattle, for fishing, 
and the cultivation of tht vine and the fieldsl 
On the -Uth of June we left Kischnewo; 
^ and, in order to avoid the higii * mountains 
^e must have crossed to fbilxiv^ the shortest 
foad, we ma&e a little citctiit, diid arrivfed 
towards noon at l^trascherii. This place ^H 
one of the best btiilt and mdst agreeably si- 
tuated that M'e had yet met with on thd 
Turkish territory. It is feurroimded witH 
high ahd picturesque mo^untains; coVerfed 
with woods, which are full of ^atne of evfery 
kind. The whole of this fcountry is'iex- 
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trembly WQo^y ; a circumstjto^e affording 
a source of numerous and qonsideraWe ^d,^ 
vantages to tjie inhabitants. 

On the following day . we proceeded to 
Kalarasch, w^hejre we tox^k some repose. It 
is impqssibl^ to behold ?i, more beautiful 
country, pr that exhibits more enchanting 
points of view liian that we passed on our 
way hither. Two leagues Key opd Walschi* 
nesti, we met with#one of thie highe3t mpxin-» 
tains we had phservied in the whole of pur 
journey. After having proceeded for so^na 
time along its woods, the scene suddenly 
changed, apd we entered upon an immense 
plain, and were on all sides presented witlj 
an infinity of objects> which wf yiewe4 
again and again with new pleasure -a^i^d ad- 
miration. At th^e distance of half a league 
we njet with, a cijrious object of ar^olhe? 
jtind ; it wa? the spot where prince Potem- 
kin yielded his l^st breath. On the pppo- 
site side of tli^ mountain appears a colu^mn 
erected by o?der of the empress, foy the 
purpose of tf 9n&i»itting this event to the latest . 
posterity. The beauty pf , this monument 
<l9es not, ho\Mever, perfectly correspond 
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with the enormous expense incurred for its 
construction. The column is built of brick, 
and has on it the following inscription in the 
Russian language : 

" It was in this spot that prince Gregory 
^* Alexandrowits^h Potemkin, the Taurian, 
'* departed this life on the 5th of October, 
" 1791.'' 

' On the opposite side are these words : 
" The arch of heaven was his canopy, and the 
*' earth his bed. Thus he quitted a world, 
** the seat of inquietude and devouring care:'* 
' After consecrating some moments to re- 
flecting on the manner of the exit of this 
extraordinary man, and on the instability of 
all human grandeur, we again proceeded to 
join our camp at Resina, a league distant, 
where we spent a day, and, leaving it, con- 
tinued our route towards Sisora. The whole 
embassy visited this place with more than 
common interest and curiosity, on account 
of its having been two years before the resi- 
dence of the celebrated field-marshal coMht 
Roman^^ow, to which he retired after ceding , 
the command of the army to his competitor 
prince Potemkin, who was, more particularly 
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than himself, entitled to the good officer of 
the empress. In this place the hero fixed 
his retreat, and formed the resolution to end 
his days in the silence and tranquillity be- 
coming a true philosopher. It would be diffi- 
cult, in fact, to find a more agreeable spot. 
The house he lives in is charming, ex- 
tremely large, and built of freestone. The 
gardens belonging to it are carefully cplti- 
vated. The house is situated, on an emi- 
nence, commanding a view of a magnificent 
jjain, which is watered by an infinity of 
rivulets, and adorned with large trees of the 
greatest beauty, that form a number of ave^ 
nues of immeasurable length. i 
. As this place is but two leagues from 
Jassy, the capital of Moldavia, the Russian 
ambassador received there a visit from the 
son of the hospodar, who presented himself 
with great ceremqny : he w^as accompanied 
by a numerous suite of oflScers attached to 
the service of the court, and by the body* 
gupds of his father. Our ambassador re- 
ceived him with the politeness and distinc- 
tion due to so great a personage. A short 
time after arrived the Russian consul, M. de 
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Severin, at the bead of i great number of 
merchants, and other inhabitants, %vhci 
wished to be presented to the ambassador. 
^ On Friday V ^j%^ at nine o^clock in the 
momingi we again resumed our travellmg 
order, arid proceeded towards. Jassy, 'U'hkher 
some of the persons of the" embassy had 
already proceeded, after the exchange of 
Credential which had taken^ place on the 
banks of the Dniester. From the place 
of ouir departure to Jassy, we found the 
rdad lined with an innumerable crowd of 
persons whom curiosity had attracted thither 
ftotn the neighbouring towns and villages* 
About a leagup from thence, we perceiirie4l 
ifhe prince of Moldavia advancing in person 
to a handsoftre carriage with six horses j 
he was 3urrounded by his guards and the 
jniHtia of the country, and was come for the 
purpose of meeting our ambassador, whom 
he accopipanied to Jassy, Evci^y windaW 
.was filled^ with spectators^ td see our march; 
and some ^6rsonis hadCevep climbed to the 
tops of tfte^ houses. On -entering the hotel 
which had' been prejpared for our reception, 
we found a handsome dinner seiVed with 
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The prince dined with us; he seated hintself 
next to the ambas^dor at the top of the table. 
All the Moldavian noblemen belonging to 
the court placed themselves on the right 
hand, and the persons belonging ' to the 
(Embassy on "the left : towards the close of 
the day, some music, a good deal like 
Turkish music, began to play, and continued 
till every one retired to the arms of sleep, 
and to a respite from the fatigues of this tu-» 
mukuous day- 

We staid a fortnight in this town, during 
which time the prince assiduously exerted 
himself in procuring us every kind of 
amusementv Each day introduced its par- 
ticular festival ; and the few moments I 
could steal from this current of pleasures 
were devoted to -visiting the curiosities con-' 
tained in the town and its environs ; ' the 
prince -affording us all the means in his 
povirer to facilitate our gratification in this 
respect. This hospodar is descended from 
a Greek fanjily, from which the grand sultan 
regularly draws the princes^ of Moldavia and 
Wtihchh; land the preference is always 
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obtained by him who offers the largest sum 
of monfey. The name of this prince is 
Sutzo ; he possesses a very mild character, 
and announces the most favourable dis- 
position towards those who are subjected to 
his dominion. 

A Moldavian prince iinds himself in a 
very disagreeable situation. The plaqe of 
hospodar which he occupies is too uncer-' 
tain and precarious to stimulate him to 
l^eritorious exertions, or even to excite in 
him any emulation of that sort It very 
rarely happens that the hospodars retain 
their post more than five or six years, because 
the Turkish government, whether from 
avarice in the view of receiving more fre- 
quently the presents and sums which always 
accompany the ^ceremony of taking pos- 
session of the office, or from the policy of 
preventing any prince from having time to 
form a considerable pirty in the country, 
have adopted the custom of frequently, 
changing them. 

DurtQg my stay at Jassy, I embraced^the 
opportunity of using the Turkish baths that 
are established there, and was extremely 
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gratified by the order an4 cleanliness with 
which they, are conducted, and the civility 
of the assisting attendants. The moment 
you get out of the water, you are attended 
by men appointed for the purpose, who rub 
the body with peculiar dexterity : they have 
also a talent, entirely their own, to supple 
and extend all the limbs; and I found this 
operation of so much use, as to make me 
forget all the fatigues and hazards of my 
•journey. 

. Our residence at Jassy terminated with 
two very splendid repasts, which were alter- 
nately given by the hospodar and the 
Russian ambassador. The magnificence of 
the latter was brilliant and imposing. The 
whole of the reigning family were pre- 
sent at it, as well as the most distinguished 
of the Moldavian nobility, with their wives 
and children. 

This repast was followed by a ball, in 
which the Moldavian ladies, whose beauty 
and splendid dress excited our admiration, 
executed, with infinite grace and readiness, 
the different dances of the country, which 
they appeared eager to make us acquainted 
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with. Severar young officers belonging t^ 
the embassy, e?iiibited, in their lum, sgme 
of die English and Polish figures; aad.the 
ball passed away ip repetitions of the •dafte,e;$ 
each party had taught the other-^ till a yery 
late hour of the night. The festival wa^ 
closed by a raagnificent supper; and the sun 
had already risen above the horizon when 
the guests retired. ♦ 

A few days after, the prince gav.c us, Jn 
. his turn, a gala, which greatly surpassed, 
Jbotb in magnificence and the expense, of 
i<s decorations, the one already spoken of^ 
Jn consequence of the invitation we had rer 
ceived, we repaired to the garden of his. 
pajace, where we found a most sunvptuou^ 
4inner, consisting of every possible rarity, 
^nd served up under tents. The numerous 
jpociety of charming women who had beei:i 
invited, the lustre of their beauty, the splea- 
^or of their dress, and the enormous profu- 
sion of pearls and other jewels with which 
.they were covered, added considerably to the 
attractions of this brilliant scene. Towards 
the evening, a second ball commenced^ 
.which was infinitely more delightful thap, 
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gresS thut had feeen ihade In learning the 
'difefent dance V arid the incr(^ased intimacy 
TVhich prex^ailed among the dancers. 
-- After passing ten days amidst pleasures 
and festivals, we Vjuitted Jassy with Uw 
6an\e or^er ^nd pomp with which we ten-' 
tei^it, ^ i. 

At a short half league from thence, w4 
Were very agreeably surprised, on arriving at 
Galalha> to find- a magnificent breakfast 
prfepariedior us, by the princess order, iar la 
ctonvettt situated on an eminenbe, Fowr 
lirgfe tables covered with foreign wines rf 
€^»y kin^, with excellent fruits, and the 
forest and most delicate viands, were placed 
Urtiler tentfe decofaJted twith ^aiilandd t>f 
flb^V^ers, andtXibbknds of all cblours. Aswr 
#ere ihvited ti> partake of this repast, we 
rfeadily halted ; and, without further cete* 
i*i«hy, placed ourselves round 'the tablfei 
The Moldavian noblemen of the court, who 
tvere present, mingled with our party, and 
repeated toasts were given to the health of- 
the pT-iice, who so condescendingly and 
generously «xfercised towdrds us the duties 
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Df hospitality. When we had heartily re-* 
galed ourselves we took leave of their ex* 
cellencies, land continued our journey in the 
accustomed manner ; that is to say, by mo- 
derate stages, and even a small augmenta- 
tion of the days allotted to repose- 
In our way, we passed through Burlad, 
which was formerly a very flourishing town^ 
but which now exhibits marks of the ravages 
ttf ;the late war. The town was reduced to 
cinders by the Turks themselves, to gratify 
dicir animosity against the inhabitants, on 
account of their attachment to the Russians* 
We observed no other remarkable place till 
we came to Fockschany. This little tow^, 
situated on the frontier of Walachja, is oncj 
of the best built and most copsiderible 
places of Moldavia, after Jas§y, and is siir-r 
TouQded with mountains. Like Buvlad> -it 
8u£Ebred deeply the iH-efFects of the ;?i&r< 
There are yet remaining the ruins of severaj 
-hduses which were reduced to ashes. ;^ 
that epoch. :It is difficult not to feel ^hp 
most painful sensations on the view of tsp 
miftch destruction. j 

I profited of the stay we made in tliis 
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place, to visit, with some of my compa-** 

nionsy the two convents of Lagniera and 

Otobetsch, situated three miles from thence, 

arid of which we had heard a description 

that excited my curiosity. We set out 

about six o^clock in the raorriing, in very 

fine weather, but excessivelyliot. We first 

crossed a very agr^able plain, at the end of 

..which we. found a quantity of vineyardb 

fenced with hedges. Beisides these, weals6 

saw different villages situated at the Foot 

of the high mountains, which on all sidei 

'Wivironed the convents I have, just spoken 

of. The little river of Milkow, which siepai? 

rates Moldavia from Walachia, arid which 

serpentines most agreeably along the roadi 

was on our left. When; we arrived at 

Otobetsch, the nearest of the two convents^ 

we stayed to rest ourselves in it a cpur 

pie of hours/ .which time we devqtefd 

.to admiring. ; the : . piqtureajue situation ». .jtf 

the place,: aurrbunded oi^.. all sides rby 

high mountains ; coivef ed with thick w;<>o(J% 

and apj^ariiag sj^parated a^ it were fr^m 

-the rest, of: the earth. .1 know, ofn^rio 

'|>lscp wbic^ jwenais betten calculated ^6* 
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^^risoiis who have a taste fdrsoKtiide, After 
dinaer^ we cbntmued our route along the 
river Milko.'ir tbcTisit the secbad coavent/ 
The prosjieot is bouhdid on the right hy: 
the high mountains and rocks which skirt 
Moldavia. To the left, oa the oontary, ap-^ 
pear the vatt iind fertile plaint of Walachia^ 
and, in the distance, are pretty distinctly 
descried the blue mountains of Transylvakla^ 
deriving that tint: from their great distancfc 
froin the place ait which we perceived thenau 
Xhe high gratification afforded us by ail 
those objects* ericiuraged us to proceed to 
3Lagniera, vvhef<^ %ve were iSxceedingly wdfcl 
iiecdived4>y fourX^reek monks who inhabited 
this convent. They offered uar nothing btrt 
hread and wine ; but these they presented 
vvSnh such genuine hoispitality^ that it would 
iiaw been difficult even to .wish for aify 
feing better. They showed vt^ all the curiq- 
itfties of their house and theifc cbutch, which 
%'very handsomfev But nothing interested Us 
«o ttiuch aj th^ ^fellghfifuif -ahd extensive 
tmvf which pi«fee6t& meU fi^otfi' the eleva- 
«iDn on which the icdnvem isobi£h. We 
Ittlurned, ^nchaflted <v^itb d«* tcttir, to Foc|;^ 
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ichzny, where wci artivdd about ten o'clock ^ 
in the evening; 

The embassy now proceeded In its march 
across fields still reeking .with the blood 
which had been shed in them during the 
last war. As we travelled through this 
theatre of murder and carnage, we ap- 
proached Rymnik, the spot where the 
prince of Saxe-Cobourg, in concert with the 
Russia^ general Suwarrow, cut to pieces the 
4rmy of the grand visir. On the banks of 
the river are still distinguishable the places 
in which wei*e erected the batteries of the 
allied armies- At the extremity of the 
village of Rymnik,. through wJiAch we 
passed, we saw a convent that has heen 
rebuilt within the last six years. Its forni 
is precisely that of a strong castle; and the 
highest part of the tower of the steeple 
commands* a mcJk . admirable view. The 
mischief occasioned by the Turks to this 
. convent is not yet entirely repaired. It is 
impossible to witness, witholit the liveliest 
regret, the mutilation of a beautiful statue ia 
stone, representing Samson seated on a 
lion. The remains of this fine piece of 

H 
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sculpture sufficiently announce its original. 

perfection. 

We were now in Walachia ; and, finding 

ourselves in the midst of vast and almost 
desert plains, filled with large roots of wild 
herbs, it was difficult to suppress the recol- 
lection of the delightful and fertile lands of 
Moldavia. The apparent indifference of 
the inhabitants, and the ill grace with which 
they exercised -hospitality towards us, were 
the more disgusting to us, from forming a 
complete contrast to the cordiality and 
marked attentions we had previously ex- 
perienced from the Moldavians. However, 
by the order of government for that pur- 
pose, we were sometimes obliged tQ em-' 
ploy force to obtain from these Wala- 
chians what they would not bestow by fair 
means. They were required to furnish us 
every day with a considerable quantity of 
provisions, fruits, and wines of all sorts. In 
all the places through which we passed 
w^e found ready prepared tlie magnificent 
breakfasts which had been ordered for us. 
These accommodations, and the obligation 
to lodge us in their houses, and to remove 
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our baggage at their own cost, were ex- 
tremely oppressive to those poot inhabi- 
tant5, who had recently been so ill treated In 
tlie last war ; and as all these charges were 
so many levies for which they received no 
recompense from the government, it would 
be unjust to feel too much displeasure 
against them on account of their disinclina- 
tion to receive us. 

The further we advanced towards what is 
properly called Turkey, the . more we ob- 
served of the Eastern costume in^ the usages 
and manners of the people we met with. 
We remarked that the women were more 
reserved, and appeared less in public* We 
had ourselves already begun to adopt insen- 
sibly the Turkish manner of living. After 
the example of these musulmans, sherbet 
became our favourite drink, and we found 
that nothing was so well calculated to re- 
fresh us during the great heats which then 
began to take place. This drink is pre- 
pared with the juice of lemon, and a certain 
portion of water, in which is mixed a little 
essence of roses and sugar. In order to 
have it always fresh, it is generally put into 
h2 
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ice, and sometimes made with it. The 
different fruits of the country, and particu- 
larly the half-ripe water melon, became also 
very agreeable to us, and we found them 
extremely refreshing. 

On the V August, we already found our- 
selves at a short distance from Bucharest, the 
capital of Walachia. Our reception and 
entrance into this city were not less brilliant 
than they had been at Jassy. The bps- 
podar, accompanied by a numerous retinue, 
composed of his* officers, some on foot, and 
some on horseback, came out to meet the 
ambassador a short league from the city. 
This cavalcade was infinitely more nmnerous 
and magnificent than that of the prince 
of Moldavia, At a certain distance from 
this place we found' some large tents, 
erected by order of the hospodar, under 
which we were served with the most sump- 
tuous breakfast. Notwithstanding all this 
appearance of politeness, we thought we 
perceived less frankness and cordiality in his 
reception than in that of prince Sutzo. Two 
hours after this repast, we continued our 
journey towards Bucharest. 
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On entering Bucharest, as had been the 
case at Jassy, we were attended by a nu- 
merous crowd of spectators. We ^ were 
lodged in a building of very large dimensions, 
where every thing requisite for our conve- 
nience bad been carefully provided. The 
hospodar had ordered us a very conside- 
rable dinner; and we had the pleasure of 
partaking of it in company with himself and 
all the officers of his suite. As every thing 
relating to ceremonials, in similar circum- 
stances, had already been adjusted, the 
prince and all the persons of his court were 
placed on the right side of the tabk in their 
quality of hosts, and those of our embassy 
were placed on the left. Our stay in this, 
city was accompanied with pretty nearly the 
same circufnstances as at Jassy. We were 
engaged in a succession of pleasures and 
festivals, consisting of repasts, concerts, balls, 
excursions to the different i^leasure-hou§es 
of the prince, illuminations, fireworks, &c.- 

As to what relates to Bucharest, I confess I 
did not find its situation nearly so agree- 
able and cheerful as that of Jassy. It is, 
however, half as large again^ and has a much 
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' greater number of inhabitants. What ne- 
cessarily attracts the attention of a stranger, 
are its public walks, sftuated on the banks of 
the little river Embrowitz. They form very 
pretty bowers and shaded walks, which, in 
the evening, are frequented by a numerous 
crowd, attracted by the beauty and cool- 
ness of the situation.' 

Some days before our departure, the hos- 
podar gave us a ball, and a brilli^ant supper, 
at his country house, which is situated oppo- 
site to the town. All the gardens were illu- 
minated; and there were also fireworks, 
which were ho otherwise remarkable than 
by a large quantity of sky-rockets. After 
the ball, which finished at a very late hour, 
all the persons of the embassy were con- 
ducted to their lodgings in the same car- 
riages which had before fetched them. A 
slight indisposition of the ambassador de-r 
tained us at Bucharest till the 10th of Augusts 
This delay was the more vexatious, as the 
unwholeson>e air of this town, together with 
the bad quality of its water, had aflfected the 
health of many persons of our embassy, and 
seeined to threaten the remaining part of 
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them : in fact, how could we escape this 
apprehension, in a place in which the 
ailimals killed for use are exposed on stalls 
in every street, where they soon become 
corrupted by the ardent heat of the sun ?' 

On Wednesday, the 10th of August, we 
at length prepared for quitting this town, 
after having remained in it nearly a fort- 
night. When all our luggage was ready, 
we dined at the ambassador's, and then re- 
tired to our apartments till the heat of the 
day was a little abated. 

My * companions and myself, ^having ^ 
taken leave of the Greek in whose house 
we lodged, and who had been tolerably 
attentive to us, prepared for leaving the 
town with the less reluctance, from the cir- 
cumstance of not having been entertained in 
it with the same friendship and cordiality as 
we had experienced from the respectable 
Sutzo at Jassy. After having emptied some 
bottles to the health of our host, we bade him 
adieu, and began our march. 

The sky was covered with clouds, and a tre- 
mendous wind filled the roads with whirl- 
winds of dust. We passed leisurely through a 
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quarter of the towp which we ]^d not $6efi 
^fore^ and which }s situat^ on ^ mountain 
that entirely commands the environs. 

We next eptered ypon 9. large plain, 
which conducted u$ close to the pretty con- 
vent of Wackaresti, at the distance of some 
werstes. The hospodar, who had accompa* 
j|ied our ambass^^dor as far as this place^ npw 
took leave of us, with the Russian ^nd Turk- 
ish music playipg, and amidst peals of bells 
from ?11 the steeples of the neighbouring con^ 
vents. We now experienced a slight sliower* 
to which succeeded a beautifully clear moon- 
light, which we had the pleasure of epjoy- 
;ng all the way to our camp, situated at a 
small distance from the river Sahara, ten long 
werstes from Bucharest/ We passed the 
night in this place; and early the' next 
morning continued our route along the 
Sahara, This river we crossed by a wooden 
bridge, which conducted us to a spacious road, 
adorned with clumps of trees in continual 
succession, near which runs the Ardgesch, 
a river of tolerable size, and whose course 
is very picturesque. After passing this 
riwr by » drawbridg?, wt dejciiedi at a- 
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distance, several edifices in ruins^ before we 
arrived at the camp of Talastovn, situated 
in the midst of mountains covered with 
thick woods, on the banks of the Kilneschti. 
The water of this river is beautifully .limpid, 
and is bordered by trees and bushes without 
presenting any thing further remarkable. 

On Friday we halted. Towards the evea- 
ing, when the beat of the day was*passed, we 
took a walk in the woods which covered the 
mountain, and had the pleasure of enjoying 
<xn its elevations a complete view of the 
tpamp : the motion and activity which every 
where prevailed in it were objects coaside- 
irably interesting to us. 

On Sunday, 4t August, we proceeded oo 
our journey immediately after sun-rijuing. 
The ro4d we now passed through was as de- 
testable as we had found the bridge solid and 
good. It was, however, a little better than 
that of Kaligulini, which we had deteripin^d 
to follow. After having crossed woods, and 
an extensive plain, we at length perceived to 
the left a very large valley, watered by. the 
Danube, which flpws majestically towards 
the Black Sea. The valley was covered by 
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a slight mist, which prevented our perceir- 
ing all its beautiful windings. We walked 
in this valley, alternately rambling through 
corn-fields, and inclosures of vines which 
had just been planted. Upon the highest 
part of the little mountain we left to our 
right, we perceived here and there many 
lone houses all the way as we passed to the 
large plain of Adaja, on which our camp 
was stationed. In this place we witnessed 3. 
melancholy example of the religious fana- 
ticism of the Turkish priests in the persons of 
two dervises, who were employed in flagel- 
lating themselves with bundles of leathern 
thongs and with whips loaded with bullets 
and spikes of iron. 

About seven o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing we directed our march towards the 
middle of the plain. We found a very 
large quantity of lofty oaks along the 
whole of the ten werstes we travelled to 
reach the shores of the Danube. The 
river was covered with large and small 
boats, conducted by a great number of 
AValachians and Turks, who had been or- 
dered to convey us and our equipages. 
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It was in this place that we dismissed the 
horses of our Watachian conductors, and made 
use of oxen afterwards to draw our carriages. 
I embarked in one of these little sloops to 
cross the Danube, which in this place is 
about two werstes, or half a league, wide; 
but lower down on the right it is consi- 
derably larger. At the distance of a short 
league to the left, on the borders of Wala- 
chia, is the castle of Guirgew, situated in an 
island with the town and fort of the same 
name. Its high towers^ which are perceiv- 
able at a great distance, form a very agree- 
able view. The governor of this place had 
arrived the evening before at Adaja to pay 
his compliments to our ambassador. We 
now lay before a desert isle in the Danube, 
and oiir conductors were obliged to take 
a compass to avoid it, till we came in view 
of our camp, which was situated on the 
opposite bank of Bulgaria. They now 
shifted the sails to another direction, in 
order to avoid a bank of sand which 
had lately formed itself in that place. 
We perceived at a distance some of the 
steeples of the town of Rutschuk in 
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Bulgaria; and the mountainous coasts of 
^his province presented themselves to our 
view till the moment of our disembarkation. 
As soon as we had landed, we instantly 
harnessed a couple of oxen to our carriage, 
which conducted us to the camp a short 
distance from the Danube* The inhabi- 
tants of the environs had already placed 
before the tent of the ambassador a large 
quantity of the fruits of the country, vege- 
tables, meats, and other provisions, for the 
purpose of presenting to him at his arrival, 
which was announced towards noon by 
the firing of four cannon, to which the fort 
of Guirgew replied by a general volley. The 
barge was ornamented with a quantity of gar- 
lands of every colour, and had scarcely reachT 
ed the river-side before it was saluted with 
another discharge to announce its entrance 
into the port. The ambassador went on 
shore, and proceeded on horseback towards 
his tent, in the midst of a roar of cannon, and 
hedged in by a line of Russian and Turkish 
soldiers, and of the principal inhabitants of 
Rutschuk and Guirgew, by whom were pre* 
sentcd all socts of customary refreriimeots. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



109 

In the same degree as the weather bad 
been bad on Monday, it was beautifully se- 
rene on the following day, and we took 
advantage of it to proceed to Rutschuk. 
We went out of the camp without asking 
the capidgi-pacha, who had conducted our 
suite, for an escort; and, after having 
crossed the place where the Turks were en* 
camped at a short distance from us, we took 
our direction through meadows along the 
Danube. The sky was so pure that we 
distinctly perceived Guirgew and its fort, as 
well as a great part of Walachia. 

The road by which xye passed was covered 
with a great number of foot and horse 
soldiers, attracted by curiosity towards our 
camp. At about a league distance, in which 
space we had met with a manufactory of 
bricks, and many well-cultivated orchards, 
we arrived at a draw-bridge, thrown over a 
dry narrow ditch, which conducted us to the 
town of RutsOhuk. We perceived here at 
fu-st only a few bouses thinly scattered ; but 
afterwards, going through a large street fill- 
ed with shops, we found ourselves in the 
principal square^ where we were accosted by^ 
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Several Turks, who> faithful to the precepts 
of the Alcoran on the subject of ifiospitality^ 
offered us coffee and other refreshments* 
All the women we met wore a white veil 
on the head. The houses for the most part 
are surrounded by a high wall precluding 
the view of what passes in the street, and 
those which have windows commanding 
it are guarded with strong lattices of irbn, 
which prevent any approach to them. We 
had no sooner given indications of wishing 
^o go near those bars to take a nearer view 
of the women, who had been attracted to 
them by curiosity to see us pass, than they* 
retired with equal celerity and alarm, and 
shut the shutters of the windows. 
♦ We passed before several mosques, to 
which the Turkish youth repaired for 
instruction. After having visited every 
part of this town, we reached a stone 
bridge on an arm of the Danube. Crossing 
this bridge we entered a very dirty part of 
the town inhabited by Bohemians^, and con- 
tinued our way in this direction to a place 
where we found several handsome and ex- 
tensive warehouses, built of free-stone, com- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ill 

manding a view of Rutschuk, which appears^ 
in the form of an amphitheatre on the hills 
along the Danube, exhibiting a most de- 
lightful view. By the water-side is a 
charming walk, where we rested a long 
tune, and returned by the same way to the 
town ; when, after refreshing ourselves with 
some grapes of a most excellent sort and very 
cheap, we set out for the camp in spite of 
the fatigue occasioned by the excessive heat 
of the day. 

On the following day we continued our 
journey with oxen, as not more than two 
hundred horses could be procured, and these 
w;ere scarcely sufficient for the accommoda- 
tion of the ambassador and the most distin- 
guished persons of his retinue. We quitted 
the banks of the Danube about eight o'clock 
on Wednesday, 4t August, accompanied by 
Russian and Turkish music, and volleys of 
artillery in honour of the ambassador, who 
opened the march. The other persons of 
the embassy followed, each according to his 
rank, and forming a line of almost immea- 
surable extent. We went through a coun-* 
try of vineyards and plains, till we reached 
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rii€ further side of the village Tschornowoda^ 
where we encamped on a height- Towards 
the evening we descended to walk in the 
village, and met with an old Bulgarian. Ad 
-he was perfectly acquainted with his lan- 
guage, which bears a strong resemblance to 
the Russian, he easily understood what we 
said to him. As we walked along, he gave 
vt% different details of the place where he 
lived, and told us that it contained nearly 
eight hundred Bulgarians, and about three 
hundred Turks; that the first of these had 
four Gr6ek churches, and the last two 
mosques, the domes of which were perceiv- 
able at a great distance. This village is sur- 
rounded by a great quantity of trees, which 
is almost generally the case in Turkey, and 
they jx)S8CS3 the double advantage of afford- 
ing a delightful shade in so hot a climate, 
and of f6rming very delightful views. 

The next day we continued our route 
along several large plains, bounded on each 
fide by woods and large naked rocks. Im- 
mediately after passing a bridge situated on 
a kind of torrent which flows between two 
high jmountains, we took a very steep and 
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luouiitatnous road of a spiral form^ and 
it was with th« greatest difficulty that we 
sjsucceeded in ascending it, notwithstanding 
ihe zeal and activity of a great number . of 
Bulgarians, who came to our assistance. 
When we had gained the highest part of it, 
the large valley before us, the high per- 
pendicular rocks, whose jutting protuberances 
mounted almost beyond our sight, exhi^- 
bited a spectacle that we contemplated with 
a mixed sentiment of pleasure and terror. 
We now descended by the same road, which 
<Conducted us through woods into the valley, 
by which we proceeded very leisurely. A 
little beyond the village of Turlak we at 
length reached the camp that had been pre- 
pared for us. Our oxen were so much fa- 
tigued that it would have been difficult to 
have proceeded further. As our guides were 
4o conduct us with these oxen, together with 
isome buffaloes, to Rasgrad, five leagues far- 
ther on, and w;e were unwilling to lose seve- 
ral days in regulating what related to the coni- 
Veyance of our effects, as was the case when 
we reached the. banks of the Danaabe, we 
*es0lved ^to. pursue our journey ^n the follow- 
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Ing day, and not to. rest till \ve reached R33- 
grad. Towards the end of the day, I went 
with some friends to visit the high mountain 
at the foot of which we were encamped, in 
order to obtain some knowledge of thecoun^ 
try; nor was I less curious to enjoy the view 
of our camp, and to observe the road that 
had been taken on the preceding day by 
the kitchen-servants of the enibassy. In 
the mean while the sun had disappeared 
from the horizon, and we enjoyed a spec- 
tacle not less pleasing than that afford- 
ed by the rustic situation of this place. 
The lighted fires in the camp and village 
presented the image of an illumination, 
and caused us the greatest pleasure. 

It was already late on the following day 
when we moved our camp. The moun- 
tainous road lying in our way was alter- 
nately intersf^ersed with woods and fields. 
We passed near several villages, at the ex- 
tremity of which we observed the Turkish 
burial-grounds. , vAftef a very slow progress, 
occasioned by the badness of the roads, we 
at last arrived at Raiigrad, the mosques. and 
minarets gf which we had already perceived 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



11^ 

at a distance. The streets of this town were 
so badly paved as to injure several of our equi- 
pages« I remarked in them a great number 
of shops and coffee-houses. 

The capigi-pacha had given the ambas- 
sador notice that die plague was in this town; 
but as the inhabitants who came out to meet 
us positively denied this, it appeared to us to 
be nothing more than a pretext of the pacha 
to get rid of the inconvenience of accom- 
modating us. However, we adopted the 
precaution of placing a numerous guard of 
Russian cavalry along the streets through 
which the embassy was to pass, to prevent 
the purchasing of any fruit, or . having the 
least communication with the inhabitants. 
Having thus passed through this litde town, 
we hastened pn to our camp, placed on an 
eminence, and surrounded by high moun- 
tains, from which a very strong wind blew 
down upon us, bringing with it a continual 
rain which greatly inconvenienced us in our 
tents during the whole night. In order to 
procure a little rest and ease to pur sick, the 
^lumber of which was become considerable, , 
we^ ^d two days in thi$ camp. . 

12 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•jSls iVe ^&c€ % no tnesn§ corivihced <h« 
die plague Was really in Rasgfad, as the pa-* 
eha wished to make us believe, I resolved 
with several of my companions to itiakfe a 
visit to the town : this we accordingly did^ itnd 
eMefed a cofffee-horuse, where curiosity sdctti 
asseriiMed round us a great number di 
^ersorr^, amongst whom werd several old 
Turks, who, in passing the highest encomium^ 
on the excellence of their tobacco and pipefs, 
very politely invited us to make what u$6 
wfe pleased of them. Sooti stftef this wd 
returned to the camjp, aiid fowards tht 
dVeriiri^ the fancy seized us of ascending d 
very high mountain opposite to us. Wcf 
observed froni it many Very well culflvatefii 
oi^chatds, and distinctly perceived the town; 
afnd the adjacent neighbourhood. 

Oh Monday 22 d of August (old style), 1;ve^ 
lift th6 camp, and took bur direcficto zttoh 
a 66untry for the most part uhfillfed. yfd 
ob^erVfed ift ©ur ^Vay thef buri!al-gr6unds ^ 
sfeveraJ ^Ui^es. Our road, as i^ell asilfthe! 
sfirlrduiidiitg <:6untjhy, • ^& so tndunfeihousy 
thatw^ ^Efrjllbyed he'ilr nine hours ta k^vtl 
three miles and irn half; It was fbur o'clock 
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in the dftefnpon when we reached th^Q^tjofi/ 
that had been pcepajred for m on a high 
fnounifcain, at some distance from the villjigf 
pf Ufarla. To the right was the chain of 
mouQtji^s .called Balkans, or mount Hepwiis, 
Our camp was situated exactly opposite t9 
pne ^f (theg^e nipuntains^ the pi.cture$qv/e fornG^ 
of; wjjtich resewJbies a ^addj^ : tjiey are aji|l 
covered with woofi. Next day we s^t opl 
Ifl, very fin^ weatheir, but^i little cal^f criOS^i^sg 
^l^fnately in oup way the extremities of 
f)^iBS^an4 splice villages encloseci by oth^ 
jSHO^^tains, iwitjji Jbeautiful vall^ys^ ^ th^f 
|€€^. Jn general, Bulgaria is ^ very mpunT 
la^oi^ C9U3|>tiy, but highly cqltivateidt J^ 
li^abit^nte ^re active^ and very l^horioif^, 
We found in this province a nuich l^rge^ 
|>ropoi;tion of villages and land3 in ^j^ate 
pf c^ltivajioin than in Moldavia or Walad^iaj. 
fj&ss exposed to the Jiojrrorg and r^avag^ 
pf ivar ^lian the inhabitant^ pf, these lattf^ 
provinces, in Bulgaria ^yery peasant caul-jir 
y^xes his field in tra^q^umity, z^ Jiv^ea ^p^ 
pily ip bis mipef^ble hut,^ ^ujoyii^g the ^i^ 
itessings ^i^9f?Cf .and ^^ptii^g wAth^^ecyr 
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rity the harvests which ripen for his beneifit; 
and riot for a soldiery, whether friendly or 
hostile, which in other countries dev6urs 
the fruit of the peasant's labour. Wliat 
adds still more to the beauty of this pro- 
vincie is the stone bridges and beautiful foun- 
tains which prevail along the high roads, 
the latter of which are surrounded with in- 
ddsures of freestone. As it was generally 
reported that the roads were not safe, on 
account of the number of robbers that in- 
fested them, government had ordered a de- 
tachment of janissaries, well armed, to be 
stationed at certain distances, for the purpose 
of protecting our passage. Those we met 
iri our way were always assembled round 
it large fire. 

'On this day our march did not exceed 
tfifree miles, which we had accomplished 
by rioon. At the bottom of a very high 
and craggy mtjuntain appealed the town 
"of Schiumla, to the right of which our 
fcamp was pliaced, in a vefy extensive plaim 
•Towards the close of the day I again visited, 
iiccoinpanied by several of in y companions. 
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the mountains we had passed in our way, lu 
order to enjoy more at our ease the view of 
the setting sun and the beauty of the envi- 
rons. To the left, in a charming valley, 'was 
situated the town, surrounded with moun- 
tains that appeared to be of very considerable 
extent. Exactly before us appeared a vast 
plain, its horizon terminating in another 
chain of mountains, which bounded abso* 
lutely the whole prospect to our right. 

Qn Wednesday I went with my compa- 
nions into the town> which is surrounded 
with dry ditches and palissades. It was 
in thi^ canton, during the course of the 
last war, that field-marshal Romanzow and 
general Kamensky surrounded the grand 
visir, and obliged him to sign the prelimi- 
naries of peace, which a short time after was 
concluded at Kutschuk-Kainardschi. The 
ditch, half choked up, has a draw^bridge 
across it ; behind which, at a short distance, ' 
is situated the body of the town. We 
remarked, in the environs, the tolnb of a 
pacha, very magnificent of its kind. The 
access to it is by a large open chamber, 
in the middle of which is a pretty bason. 
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from which issues a consklerable fountain^ 
The tomb is placed in a garden behind 
this chamber, and both aie kept Qpen tQ 
the public. At length we reached the town, 
which is very irregularly built, ahd the 
streets of which are unequal aud n:iQU|itainr 
ous. It contains very few edifices tha| 
pieril attention; wiHx the exception, how-^ 
eyer, of the principal mosque, which is very 
spacious, and built of §toiie. We had not 
the liberty of seeing more of it than diroygh 
the bars of the windows. It appeared to us to 
be construpted in a fine and simple taste. 

With wliatever strictness and vigilanQ$ 
the Turkish women may be watched and 
ccmfined, they however find means of satias' 
fying the curiosity excited by the s^bt of 
strangers passing their houses, anfl of looking 
at them sometimes through the bars o£ tbeir 
lattices^ apd sometimes through the crevices^ 
pf the doors. Tliis serves as some amjuee- 
merit amidst the listlessness with which Aey 
are devo\ired. We were very desirous to en* 
ter into conversation with them ; but they 
always retired' the moment they perceived 
the Idast attempt on our part to apprbach 
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diem; beskies which the Turks, who, from 
a propensity to jealousy, ineviey for a moment 
lost sijght of our moTcments, renderecl •in-* 
efeotuai our inclinations and ^efforts.. W« 
dbs^rred in the town several tmi-yards for 
J!^JjOFOcco leather, but it appeared to i|s tfedt 
Ais article k jnuch better pi-eparad • at 
Rutschulc than at Schiunnla. ^ • ^ 

Oa Thursday 25th Augurt*(old styfe), we 
ir^wrnqd our march at isun^rising, and pro^ 
ojjeded in a valley along the little river 
Kamtschik, keeping always on the right 
bank. We passed near several villages, leav- 
ing also to the right a high chain of moun- 
tains, interrupted by very steep rocks. "To* 
wards noon we found ourselves in the en- 
v4roi^ of the village called Semadowa, where 
we encamped, and made some stay, for the 
purpose of resting tl>e bulls and oxen which 
drew our ©q'ukpages. This gave w an 
^pportunky of observing at our ease ihe 
$cUpee of the sun whieli happened at this 
tifiie, and was so considerable, that during 
several hours the disk of this luminary re* 
maii^ed in total obscurity. 
- We quitted Semadovira very eariy in the 
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hiorning, and directed our march towards 
the hills Balkan, which we were to pass. 
We had the most dreadful roads for two 
miles, and were six times obliged to cross 
the stony river of Bairan, on account of 
the numerous circuits it makes among 
valleys full of flint-stones and rocks. The 
two sides of the road were bordered by 
steep mountains, covered with thick woods 
and bare rocks, which made our passage 
equally difficult and tiresome. Although 
pur carriages were very easy and well hung, 
we were, notwithstanding, terribly jolted. 
— ^This road, in which the state-coach of 
prince Repnin was broken to pieces at the 
epoch of his embassy, had, however, been 
enlarged and levelled in several places. It 
had also been very carefully repaired, in the 
course of the last war, for the passage of 
the grand visir, who had more than once 
travelled through it. with a numerous body 
of troops, and considerable trains of heavy 
artillery. After having pushed our way 
through a pretty large extent of road in 
this difficult defile of the hills Balkan, we 
at length reached a large, fertile and well^ 
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cultivated valley, where we discovered the vil- 
lage Tschalikawak, which we went through^: 
and encamped beyond It. ^^ 

The roads we met with, after leaving this 
place, were so very bad, that the portion of 
the embassy belonging to the kitchen was 
for the first time obliged to renounce the 
custom of getting the start of us in the night; 
in order to have our food in readiness. They 
found it impossible to set out before four, 
o^clock in the morning, which caused us 
a delay of several hours. The route we foi-; 
lowed on this day was infinitely worse and 
more choked with stones, than that we had* 
gone through the day before. We were so 
hedged in between the rocks, that it was often 
with the greatest difficulty that our carriages 
were dragged along. We were stopped by 
these and other obstacles at every moment, 
and being necessarily obliged to proceed 
very slowly, were almost consumed by the 
heat of the sun^, against which it was im- 
possible to find the least shelter. We crossed 
several torrents, and the bridge over the 
Kamptschik, called the Furious. This 
river forms the line of demarcation betweeni 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



124 

Bulgaria and Roraelia, We wece next en-t 
gaged in woods, where om road waS equally 
bounded by high rocks, forming various 
picturesque points of view, and which more 
than once recalled to my mind the cheerful 
landscapes I had met with in the Crimea 
and in Switzerland. They had no defect 
but a "w^nt of cultivation aad animals, of 
which not the least trace was to be seen, 
After having harnessed to our carriages some 
additional oxen, we at length reached the 
summit of a high mountain, from which we 
discovered many others at a great distance^ ' 
and also a number of valleys watered by an 
ki^nity of small springs, which flowed amoiDg; 
than in irregular courses. Descending from 
this mountain, we entered a large delightful 
valley, which in some measure compensated 
the dissatisfaction and fatigue we had expe-^ 
tienced from continually viewing the rocks 
and mounrtains we had just travelled over, 
and at the same time gave i^ fresh courage to 
pursue our jouo-ney towards the camp, which 
was some distance from the village of Do-% 
^t, where we arrived at sun-se;t. 

The ia:^ury done to our.carriagesi and thft 
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tepaift iiidispen^ibly ii^cessary for thetti, 
obliged 113 to' remaih itt ihis pla<5fe a long« 
time than we wished. On the thit'd day, d» 
the oxen which drew ouf equipages had had 
time to rest themselves, we had decided td 
push our way as far as Adrianople, Without 
stopping; but the number of our sick ift** 
creasing more and more, we were obliged 
ffom time to time to halt. ' We had^ iidw** 
ever, during these three days' journey, a very 
tolerable road, across 4 cultivated country, 
but in general very narrow. The mountains 
\Vhich bound it on each side diminished^ 
however, by degrees, and became insen- 
sibly lost in- the distance to the right. Ftom 
this moment the road became smoothef, and 
we met with no farther difl^culty than here 
and there a few small hills, from which w6 
pierceiVed several little villages, the houses of 
Which are toofed with tiles. , We saw also 
different portions, of land well cultivated. 
The nature of this rich and black-coloured 
«dil made us often regret the general want 
of cultivation iil a canton where the culti* 
vator would be so richly recompensed for 
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his labour. AJmost every where else we 
observed nothing but turf scorched by the 
heat of the sun. 

On Tuesday we encamped at a short di- 
- stance from the town of Karmab^d^ .situated 
^t the foot of a mountain, I took a walk 
in it towards the evening, and remarked that 
it was built in the same taste as the other 
.fdaces of Bulgaria and Romelia. Each side 
of the street is bordered by a long wall be- 
fore the houses, the windows and doors of 
which overlook the court, and not the street, 
as in the other cantons I had gone through. 
Porty Jewish families, who profess to have 
originated in Spain, bat whose costume very 
much resembles that of the Turks, toge- 
ther with some Turkish, Greek, and Bulga- 
rian families, divide the town between them; 
\yhich privilege has been granted to the 
Jews in consideration of a heavy tax, which 
they pay to the Porte for the right of exer- 
cising their religious worship. The Greek, 
Turkish, and Bulgarian languages are in 
almost general use in Romelia. 

We had scarcely entered this province. 
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near the bridge over the Kamtschik already 
mentioned, when we met a quarter-master 
general, or bacha, accompanied by the cadi 
of Adrianople, who, by the grand seignior's 
orders, came out to meet and pay their com- 
pliments to our ambassador. On the follow- 
ing day we encamped[ near the village of 
Chaftan, and directly after before that of Po- 
pasli, an inconsiderable place, through which 
passes the little river Popas, which we crossed 
by a bridge. As our kitchen-servants arrived 
very late in this place, we were obliged to dine 
by candle-light ; but we were recompensed 
for this by the excellent wine and delicious 
fruits which had been sent from Adrianople 
for the use of the embassy. We halted in tliis 
place, and were present at the celebration 
of public worship, which took place on the 
anniversary of the peace, which was con- 
cluded on the same day twenty years before. 
As the ambassador had himself complained 
of a slight attack of fever, and in the num^ 
ber of six hundred and fifty persons who 
composed our suite, without counting th^j 
laundresses, &c. there were sixty-four §ick. 
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We took a tecond day to rest otirselves, anil 
did not quit the camp till Sunday morning. 

We proceeded at first through a long plain^ 
Untilled^ at the extremity of which the j-oad 
became a litde mountainous^ The first place 
we met with was the village of Klein^ 
Derbent, where we passed over a beautiful 
bridge that crossed a river^ which just at that 
time had very litde water in it. After having 
proceeded, during the space of som^ hours^ 
in a very rough and fatiguing road^ betweeik 
the mountains of Derbent^ we reached Gro^^ 
herhetit, where our camp was fii^d- at th« 
distance of a short league. 

On Wednesday the -x^rth of September,? 
continuing our journey, we found better and 
more commodious roads; which is cbm^ 
monly the case in the environs of large townsi 
However, the country thtbugh which we 
passed^ in general, appeared niountainoiis^ 
and beyond imagination badly cultivated^ 
Not a sitigle drbp of rain had fallen* in thi» 
Counny for f(>ur entire months; in conse* 
^uencebf which the ground had separated 
ia different j^^bmi and this was also tht 
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^eStsoh that we found the smalt rivers every-- 
where (fry. On. this day we pasised over 
anbtlief handsome stone bridge, under whicn 
we perceived, instead of water, nothing but 
a bed of 'sand eiitirely dry. After going 
through several places laid out in vineyards^ 
^ we eiitered upon a ' very beautiful plain, 
where we ifiet, near a spring abundantly 
supplied with water, a bostangi-pacha, with 
his bbstangis, and several officers of tlieja? 
riissanes, who were come to Adriahople. to 
meet tlie ambassador, arid to CQniplim^rit 
mm on his safe arrival. We had no sooner 
reached a little mountain to our left,, than A^e 
3iscbvered a vast plain, bounded by othei: 
inotthtatris perceivable , in the distance, ana 
watered by the Turischa. We now soon 
descried tlie city of Adrlanople, and the 
steeples of its riunierous mosqugs* I'his disV 
cbvery became still lAore iriterestlng to us,, 
when, in adduion to it, we beheld seVeraf 
hundred Turks well mounted, decprated. 
with magnificent turbans, aiid^ habiteil iii 
their costunie of grand ceremony, .whiCli 
was of the greatest beauty. ThIV fetiaiitc 

K 
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was soon augmented by a great ntlmber of 
inhabitants of all descriptions, the variety of 
whose habits rendered the spectacle still 
more lively and anlniated. . . 

The first edifice whose beauty attracted 
our attention was the seraglio, which, is situ^ 
ated^ outside the town, and which had been 
the residence of the sultans before their esta- 
blishment at Constantinople. This building 
still exhibits some remains of its ancien^ 
beauty and magnificence. It is situated at 
a short distance from a large wood, by the 
side of whicn runs the Tunscha. On the 
opposite side are diifTerent canals with se- 
veral bridges across them, so that the spot 
on which the seraglio stands is entirely sur- 
rounded with water. The facility with which 
we enjoyed from this height the beauty of the 
situation, and the course of three rivers, the 
Marutza, the Tunscha, and the Arda, which 
Join each other outside the town, together 
with the position of the village Karagotza^ 
inhabited by Franconians, to Whom it has 

been allotted for a residence, caused us. an 

I* ' . ' -, . • 

equal degree of pleasure and interest, and it 
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was with great reluctance tl^ar we quitted 
thi? delightful spot. 

Descended from the mountain, every one 
repaired to his ranks; and the whole was 
disposed for making a pompous entry 
into the city. As the ambassador's health 
was. not entirely established, he did not ride 
o» horse-back as usual^ but placed himself 
in his state-coach, surrounded ty our cui- 
rassiers, or light-horse, and a great number 
of the persons of the retinue, all hand- 
somely mounted. The Turks who came to 
meet us opened the march. We advanced 
thus by a slow pace towards the town, and 
passed before the seraglio, which we left to 
the right. Each side of the streets, which 
are extremely narrow, was bordered as far 
as our camp by a line of bostangis and ja- 
nissaries, and by thousands of spectators. W6 
descried, concealed behind the large iron 
bars, and in the embrasures of the windows, 
many pretty Circassians, Georgians, and 
Turks, who looked at. us as we passed^ 
Their timid and apprehensive manner be- 
trayed to us that it was only by stealth, as it 
were, that they dared to be witnesses of this 
K 2 
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.^^pectade^ We pasfied tlirough a long range 
of shops, continued along each side of the 
street to the end of the town. After passing 
several Turkish burial-grounds, situated to 
the right and leff, we at length entered 
Our camp^ in which the ambassador was re- 
ceived with drum^ beating and colours flyings 
The ambassador,, hid ^rand iiurrshal, -the" 
t$qji^r€&^ and the first siecretaries of the em^. 
ba&sy:, were iwesehted witb'a large quantity- 
o£ fcesh and preserved fruits in glass v^es* 
Ilk the afternoon, we f^ormed an acqiiaintance 
with a French merchant named Terrasson, 
wha resided in this? dty? imdter the protectioir 
of the English^ He tr^jated us with the ul- 
nuost politseness and attention^ and on the" 
following day conducted ui fo^ see every 
thing worthy of our curiosity. 

He first lediis to a very lorfg stone hn6g&, 
called Midiac^r^ Bridget It has existed ftom 
thfli. time of the Greek empercws, and is^built^ 
oveFthe Tunscba. Ailer advancing aldng a^ 
handsome quay c^ the river side; we arrived 
at Ihe mosque of Baj^et the l^iM. If beat^ th6 
n^mtoSImareth, that^isto^say Hospit^, iftid*ii' 
r^inarkable-for^ thebeaUty and (ublii^it^ of its 
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institution. Tli^y distribute in it twice a week . 
to the poor of the city a measure of rice, which 
is called pilast, by which means the indi^ 
gent have the certainty of a supply sufficient 
to satisfy their wants for two days. The 
hospital for the insane, which stands at ^ 
short distance from the Imareth, has also for 
^ts object a utility no less honourable ^^4 
conformable to the mild principles of bene;- 
volence. We saw four of these unfortunate 
beings bound with thick leather thongs. On 
ihi^ aubject an observation ocQur» to me tliat 
I cannot help rae^tionijag. 

A9 the clanking of chains tends to. aug- 
ment, the fury of the unhappy persons who 
are ^nt into mad-houses^ or other similar 
establishment^ would it not be both easy to 
the keepers, and alleviating to the patieiifiB, 
if similar leather thongs could be universally 
^opted far the purpose of restraint, iBstead 
of the chains usually employed! as a mtisans 
of fotce towards beings whose condition 
claims our strongest sympathy and com- 
passion? 

In order to ccm>1 the air. of this hospital it 
is supplied with a krgo bason, of water, from 
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ttrhlch is thrown up a very powerful water- 
spout : but it appears to me that equal atten- 
tion has not been paid to means for heating 
it during winter. The position of this esta- 
blishment near the mosque, seems to an- 
nounce the religious sentiment the Mahome- 
tans attach to the loss of reason. According 
to their opinioh the maniac has renounced aH 
terrestrial objects^ ajid attaches himself solely 
to celestial ones. These unfortunate beings 
are therefore permitted to walk about in these 
mosques, provided they do no injury to any 
one. If it happen that they injure any 
person, the government then contrives means 
to prevent similar mischiefs, by shutting up 
its author in some part of the 'edifice where 
attempts of this kind are out of bis power. 
On entering the court of the mosque, I re- 
marked, in one of the corners of the grand 
porch, a bust of porphyry, the head of which 
is mutilated, and which no doubt represented 
the emperor Adriari, founder of this city. 

Leaving this mosque, we directed our 
steps towards another edifice, called the 
mosque of Selim. We found in it much 
more curious objects than in the first, as well 
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ill the style of its architecture, is by its vast 
size. Strangers are permitted t6 enter the 
first cottrt on horseback, but are obliged to 
dismount if they proceed to th6 second ; 
which is much higher, paved with marble, 
and surrounded by a covered gallery com- 
posed of arches skilfully constructed, and 
, the donjes of which are roofed with lead. " 
The columns which support the arcades 
are formed of a single block of marble 
or granite. The base Is decorated with a 
circle of bronze, and the chapiter is orna- 
meiited, or rather disfigured, by a heavy 
festoon/ and pieces of sculpture in the Go- 
thic style. Near to this court are many 
large woody trees, which afford the most 
agreeable shadci and ej^cite a sort of respect- 
ful sentiment fpr this place, which one can- 
not suppress on approaching it. There 
afe also in it a bason and a water-spout 
of considerable force for the purpose of 
diffusing a greater degree of coolness. 
The front of this edifice, its ornaments, 
eiitrances, and even its windows, very 
nearly approach the Gothic style, affording 
few traces of the Grecian manner. No 
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tfi}i^}x\rQ^n can eoJ^r intp this pp^que with 
Lis sapd^s op ; he leayes them always at the. 
dbor, aD4 puts on yellow slippefs. The, 
p^rmigsipri they gave us to gp in with our, 
boots was intended ^s ^ striking prpof pf the, 
eentiment of good-will and deference enter- 
tained by the Turks towards the Russians, 

The interior distribution of the mosque is 
very simple. All round it i§ a ran§;e of 
galleries placed simply against the waU§- 
That of the grand signipr is orjiameixted: 
with trellis work, and is at a §maU distance 
from the pulpit. In thq darkest days of 
winter the wbple is Hgbted by laipp§, placed, 
in large glass globus. In the four corners, 
of the mosque are several minarets *, on the 
e^^ternal parts of which aye different gal- 
leries, which command a charming vi^w pf 
the city and its enyironsi 

We next visited the ro.^tropolitan phurclji . 
of the Greeks. It xs or^e of the oldest edi- 
fices in Adrianople, and the.j^nsi^e is.miich 

* The minaret is a kind of steeple in the form of a coluan^ 
containing a stair-case wiiich leads , to | a. gallery ^f^?^ ^) 
built almost at the top. It commands all the houses, and is 
often higher than the mosque. 
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handsomer than the exterior announpes^ 
The basar, that is to say, the place whcrq 
all the shops are held, contains very valu* 
able warehouses, which merit the attentjoii 
of travellers. Nothing can equal the phlegipg- 
tic gravity of the Turks, who sit with tljieii; 
legs crossed in their counting-hou^s; an4 
the ponciseness with which they reply to thff 
questions askpd them relating to th.e price qi 
their merchandize is particularly reinark^iy^ 
They scarcely ever demand too high a piic^ 
for their goods ; in which respects they di^p 
from the Russian traders, who are constantly^ 
occupied in alluring passenger^ tothei^sl^op^i 
and exacting an exorbitant pric^ fo^ ^^^\ 
articles. 

The Begler-Bey*, or comnciapdftp^t pf 
;^omelia, has his residence in th^ ^Pfi^: 
elevated part of the town: he is an exjcelr, 
lent man; and, notwithstanding the U9#^> 
t^rable strictness with which he governs %]q^4: 
dist^ibut^ justice, aH the inhabitaivts^^ se^n^^ 

* The BeglerrJ>ejrs, or beys of the beys, aa e^pje^j^pji^^ 
answering to that of lord of lorcls, are governors-general di-;. 
spersed in the itates of the grand signior, as well in Europe 

as in Asia. ' ».- •/ .'. .;!•• . 
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rery well satisfied with his administration. 
His house ia situated in the first court of the 
seraglio : the apartments are in the Turkish 
style, and extremely well distributed. What 
afforded us the greatest pleasure, was a pavi- 
lion open on each side, from which we 
tie wed a great part of the town- Along the 
walls is a file of sophas, furnished with 
cushions of the handsomest quality, and 
filled with down. In this apartment is 
a- bason filled with clear limpid water,> 
from which issues a water-spout to refresh 
the air, which is continually embalmed by 
the perfumes exhaling from the plants and 
.flowers of the adjacent gardens* It is dif- 
ficult to conceive a more delicious spot. 
The ' most melancholy being would here be 
scarcely able to refrain from high emotions 
of^ -pleasure on beholding the numerous 
cMi^ms' so generously lavished upon it by 
nature and art. The seraglio is composed 
df a great number of buildings, . all roofed 
with lead, and inclosing numerous apart- 
nients' containing baths for the women, &c- 
Tl^e greatest part of these, are in good condi- 
tion, and perfectly fit for use. 
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Such were the principal curiosities t^at we 
had an opportunity of observing at AcJfi* 
anople. The weather did not permit us to 
visit the ruins of Trajanopolis, ah -ancient 
town, situated at twelve leagues distance; 
but we had the pleasure of again seeing 
the handsotfie paved causeway which lead^ 
la Hungary and Transylvania. It first 
crosses different Turkish burying-grounds, 
and proceeds by the back of a mountain, 
from whence are perceived here and there 
the remains of the country-houses inhabited 
by the sultans who resided in thistowti, the 
greatest part of them having been destroyed 
by fire. 

Having thus examined every object of 
curiosity in Adrianople, we returned to our 
camp, which we quitted' ion the following 
day. '^ 

We at first went through a paved road 
planted with vineyards on each side ; but fur- 
ther on we entered upon aaunciiltivatedand 
mountainous country entirely devoid of in- 
terest. Turf scorched by the sun, or a soil 
covered with brambles, were the only ohr 
jects that met our eye on the first day of our 
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joutney from ; Adrianople till we reached the 
little town of Chalfsa, beyond which wc 
encamped. This pl^ce^ with its mosque, 
like all the. small towns of Turkey, forms 
fL perspective of considerable beauty. 

On the next day we encountered a road of 
the same nature as the day before, that is to 
«ay, very mountainous, and in a desert coun- 
|ry ; which was an additional reason for our 
feeling particular satisfaction when we ar- 
tived at the camp in the environs of Sab^r 
Efitisiy on the river Halsa. 

E^rly the next day we reached Burgos, 
Tviakere we encamped. We still experi- 
enced the same kind of road, except that it 
i$ paved in. different places. Descending 
the mounts in the neighbourhood of this 
little town, we perceived it distinctly, toe 
gether with the steeples of several mosque 
which we caught a glimpse of through the 
tacees- : We distinguished alsp the course af 
ihe river; >Rima, which ^gyfs in a serpen- 
tine course dose to the town, and over which 
•is a very handsome stone bridge. The 
streets of Burgos are payedi and it contaiiis 
«ttvei?al fountains, afi well js ^ gyeat number 
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c>F workshops, iif which is carried on a iria^ 
Aufactory of pottery; the principal iit^i^e- 
dient of which is a clay of a reddish coldur^^ 
tfie produce 6f the environs'. This kind of 
occupation is the means of subsistence fbr^ 
&e greatest ^art of the inhabitants. The^ 
execute with a peculiar dexterity the c\i^ 
rious heads on the pipes that are sold here. 
All the shops, which line the streets on the^ 
right and left, are filled with them. I efkpe- 
rienced considei'able satisfaction in visiting 
this manufactory, and observing the activity 
of the workmen who were employed in it, 
and devoted jprinclpally ta this object the twa 
days of rest w^ passed at Bulrgo!^. 
' If bur retinue had notbe^n so numerou^^ 
and wefll atmed, it is probaHe that out jout*- 
Hey from Adrianople to this last toWH wbiifdF 
not have been performed without' acclderits y 
for the road by which we caiiie, as vvfeH^as 
further on, is continually infeked wfth I'olii^ 
^Ts. They do riotseerti to be iri tht \ei^ 
intimidated- by the severe ()unishmehts in-' 
flicted on them by the T*tii%:ish govetanierit' 
WhcJil thtfy' are convicfed of this kind q^ 
oSktice, itk our fout^'Wtf had ati opplbrtu- 
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fiity of observing many ^xarpples of this 
severity^ recently exercised Against some of 
those depredators, who had been empaled 
aliye, with ^a stake as large as the arm run 
through the body and brought out at the 
i^Q^ith. It should seem that so horrible a 
speptad^ ought to be sufficient to establish; 
sccuritjfi on all tjie high roads. The pytre-r 
faction of the bodies tiius exposed must cf[r* 
tainly be very dangerous to the l^alth. pf, 
travellers, as, well as to that of the inhabi-. 
tants : but these considerations have very; 
liUle weight Avith , the Turkish police. [Wc, 
perceived also, in several places, a great 
quantity of carrion, which, poisoning the. 
air, produces contagious distempers ; ^pd 
these propagating easily during the heats of 
summer, contribute not a little to tlie dej 
population pf these cantons. : j 

. , After passing several days at Burgos, we 
moyed our c^mp, and directedour march fqr 
tlie most part .across desert plains bounded{ 
by high, mountains,, wjhich yvere perceivable- 
at a great distance* Several fountains* a 
pretty cpnsiderablQ.numbei: of. §tone bridges, 
without railings, ^nd which, on thisaccount^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



US 

occasion a sort of apprehension to the pasf 
senger, are the principal objects that at- 
tracted our attention in the .course of this 
march. After passing S similar bridge oyer 
the little river Mischiko, we arrived in our 
camp near the . village of Bonjouk-Karis- 
taran. Notwithstanding the insignificance 
of this place. We ho\yever found in it a 
chaman, or bathing-house, and also a cham^ 
or inn, in which the horses of Turkish trar 
vellers are fed at the rate of twenty paras f 
per diem. The water which is used by 
the inhabitants of this place is conveyed 
from the neighbouring mountains by means 
of lead pipes, which terminate in wells, 
and other large reservqirs, placed at certain 
distances, in the country. There. is in this 
Tillage an old church, half fallen to ruiris^ 
which serves for the religious worship . olf 
several Greek families who .reside in the 
village: there are also &tj,ll^ existing some 
vestiges of ancient fortifications. 

The next day we reached a very long 
bridge over the Ergina, a considerable river^ 

* The para is a Tufkish coin worth About one penny. 
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iM aftef\*'atds another of less. extent ovefttii* 
little river Warna, dn the banks of \vhich we 
encamped* The drfficulties we here met 
with were, the more vexatious; from subject- 
ing us to the necessity of remaining in our 
6amp, and omitting the custom we had hi- 
£hferto followed, of taking the opportunity of 
the halt for visiting the envirbris of the places 
through which we passed, ' Wfe were in- 
formed, that, at half a leagtife .<fistafnt, the 
plague occasioned the most dreadful ravages 
in the little town of T^chorlo. Prudence 
dierefore obliged us to submit to the neces- 
sity of not Venturing bfeyond our precincts*; 
Sind the next day, instead of going, through 
this to'^ti, which wa(^ our direct road, w6 
made a circuit, leaving it to the left. W6 
proceeded by a' motintainousr aftrtd santl^ 
country till^e arrived at ah 6niiiien6e, froiA 
which we perceived at a distahfc<^ Aid sfea of 
ifefarmora, on Which Constintihb;^le is situ*- 
ated. This discovery diffused joy and hi- 
larity throughout ih6 f^tinire, EVery' one 
fea'gerly anticipated the tefmiriatidii o^ s6 
long and tiresome a journey. After having 
enjoyed this object for som6 xhomdntsi we 
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|;^iaed a stone bridge over die river Anagli, 
which flows in a large valley ; and here we 
eac^japed>. As soon as we had dined, several 
persons of the embassy went on horseback to 
visit the ancient port of Heraciea, which was 
not very far off. They informed me, at their 
return, that this little town is situated at the 
foot of a high mountain, and that they had 
seen also the ruins of very conttderable an- 
cleat edifices, constructed by the Genoese at 
the time of their being masters of the placfe. 
After a day's residence at Kinigli, we con- 
tti^ued our roi^te across very gloomy plains^ 
almo^ every where covered with scorched 
grass, and thickets of brambles, whicli grea,tly 
incoavenienced us, so much that we could not 
proceed a step beyond our tents without being 
$eraidie4 by them. Notwithstanding the neg- 
lected state of cultivation in this country, it did 
not, however, appear to us destitute of inbi* 
feitants. We observed pretty generally, on 
the road, groups of men and women ; the first 
placed OB one side, and die women ou the 
other, without being united or confounded 
together. Almost all the w^mea were 
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dressed in i sott of black stufF^ with deep 
;veils whith covered the head and shoulders, 
and gave them very much the appear^ 
ance of nuns^ To our left extended a long 
chain of mountains, continuing as far as some 
stone-bridges situated on different small 
rivers. • 

In a very short time we discovered the sed 
of Marmora, which we again lost sight of 
a moment after, till our arrival at the camp 
in the vicinity of the little town of Silivria^ 
or Selivrey- As we were then but at a small 
distance from it> we had the pleasure ofen-^ 
joying the delightful views it affords, ind of 
exploring its environs during the two days of 
rest we passed in this place. A little above 
the spot where the sea begins, wei observed a 
small oblong island, entirely composed of 
marble rocks, which have given its present 
name to thi^ great extent of water.* Though 
this island contains but a very small pdrtion 
ofayable land^ it incloses, hov^ever, nind 
villages; The inhabitants maintain them- 
selves by. the produce of their fishing* 
JJ<earitv3ta short :distancE> are. situated the 
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'iPrince Islands ; the mountains and rocky 
points of which rising above tjie water are 
Tery conspicuous. 

The little town of Silivria itself is situated 
on the back of some mountains, which in 
gfeneral rise from the banks of the sea. Be*- 
fore it is a very j&ne bay, forming a small 
^rt, which at this time was filled with 
ct great number of small craft, canoes, and 
even ships with spread sails, of a larger. size ; 
all of which greatly added to the beauty of 
the scene* ' . 

The Turks and Greeks who inhabit this 
town presented a most varied and animated 
picturCi Some of them were occupied in 
throwing or mending their nets, others in 
repairing the cordage, or spreading the sails { 
all which produced in. the port a motion and 
•an activity which we witnessed with as much 
.pleasure as interest. Behind this place we 
observed the vestiges of an old fort> different 
fragments of walls and round towers, which 
iiave escaped the ravages of time. By the 
side of the sea, we particularly marked the 
traces of several secret outlets, the history of 
I. 2 
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whkh cidbcr rcallf was, orappeate^tb hci M' 
Jmowji to the inhabit^ts of the country. 

The interior of the town Contains nothing 
but some indifferent barracks of eatth^ and 
an old Greek church, t^'hich presents nothing 
iremarkable. The excellent and solid con- 
struction of the buildings still existing, and 
the advantageous sit\^tion of this place^ very^ 
Bwdently announce the- prudence and acti-^ 
vity of the Genoese, who 'founded it in the 
times when they possessed a great number of 
commercial places in these cantons, and in 
&£ Crimea. 

On the "Second ^ay of dur holt in thk 
|)1ace, was celebrated the anniversary of the 
l>irth of the grand signior. We all repaired 
to the religious service^ vl'hich took pkce on 
this occasifon in one of our large tents thai 
Itad been purposely decorated for the cere** 
mony* In fhe afterntfon, after havlog 
coasted along the steep and mounlainoui? 
borders of tlie fort^ we visited the residence 
of a hermit who had built a very pretty 
cell, in a lonely place^ a short distance froitf 
the town# 
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Thb h^imitage, constni^te^ of eartk, . is 
w^uated Oft an eleyation which comnxaod^. 
the $ea. It is sh^dec} hy a great mimbcr of 
fruit-trees^ and surjremnded by a garden^ in 
which this anchorite cultivates the vegetabte 
pecessairy for bis subsistence. The highmoiin> 
tains near this hermitage are planted with vescs 
fiu^ fi||-trees to the very sunjmit. We ob* 
served akp plafltatipw of the cotton plant, a 
Hind of cultivation entirely new to in, and 
which we had pot bcf<)re seen in this coilns- 
try. We for a long time followed a narrotv 
path along the foot of the mountaim. 

The striking %ftd majestic appearai3(ce of 
the sea, the view of ^U itp islands^ and th6 
vessels which floated on the right ^nd leftj 
spearing in the distance^ and the shores of 
Asia half concealed by the dduds which 
jbuhg over thjBm^ aJJ together rendered out 
^our equally agr^able and interesting- 

pn Wej^nesday V^S^'^ we quitted Silivt 
ria at seven O'clock in the morning, Wa 
x^rossed niojuntains and plains alt^nately, foif 
the most part along the sea-side. The roadf 
we passed were still better than those w6 had 
inet with tjkiig d»y before; which 9iade us 
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presume we were pretty near to the capital, 
The country was better cultivated, and th4 
villages more numerous. The crowd of 
people from the country, whom curiosity 
had assembled to look, at us, was also more 
considerable, and announced the extensive 
population of this canton. Towards ten 
o'clock we went through Burgados, a small 
town situated near fhe sea. We saw nothing 
in it worth notice but an old stone steeple, 
which was fallen into ruins from age. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon we 
ascended to the summit of a mountain, from 
whence we discovered the small town of 
BujukrTschemerscha, and the camp pre* 
pared for us in its neighbourhood. The 
sea forms in this place a s^ort of arm or 
gulph, which advances forward among the 
lands between the mountains which border 
the shore. It was on the declivity of these 
mountains that we took our position, behind 
the town I have just spoken of, and 'ojpposito 
to which is situated another pretty consi^ 
derable village. After having crossed this 
$mall arm of the sea, by a handsome stone 
bridge, we soon arrived at the place where we 
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H*cre tp encamp. If out eyes we're satisfied: 
withthe beauty of this situation, our stomachs^ 
were very far from enjoying the same ad-j 
vantage. Our kitchen was already gone, 
before; and the persons of our retinue, who; 
arrived the first at the camp, had so com-: 
pletely cleared the tables, that there' was; 
scarcely any thing left for those who came; 
:^fter, ancj we were glad to catch the few. 
^cr^ps th^t remained. 

The following day I took advantage of 
the fineness of the weather, to set out on; 
foot with some of my companions, aud en- 
joyed from the top of the mountain, vv^^ich 
is close to the sea, a most delightful protr. 
spect, still further embellished by the beauty; 
of thp site qf the environs. Though the 
roads had been repaired, tlie wheel-ruts; 
lilled up^ and little bridges constructed 
?icross the tnarshes, for the passage of our 
anibaasador, yet wc did not on this ac- 
count find the road better, or less fatiguing; 
jhan those we had passed before. We were^ 
however, recompenBed for the trouble wq 
had in gaining the summit of the moun- 
(aiPji by the. iQagnifi^ent y'loyf of : th^ sea 
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and the adjacent cVmtry. If the number 
of floating vessels pr^^nted us with the most 
cheerful and animated image, that exhibited 
on the land side appeared to us no l^sst 
agreeable and biasy. In proportion a$ \(re 
approached the capital> cultivatiQii appeared 
better attended to, awi the villages more' 
numerous; a succession of fruit and kitchen 
^ gardens, with vines announcing th'0 most 
abundant fertility, on all- sides met our view, 
A^ vve advanced towards a Turkish ij^n, situ- 
ated in the midst of a little wood, and shaded 
by large and handsome trees, wfe had the 
pleasure of meeting with colonel Chwa^ 
stow, who to flie present time had beent 
charg^ des a#aires to our amb'a^s^ador. We' 
also found here all the persons of our em^ 
bassy, who had taken a shorter road, -and by 
, this means had arrived long b^fofe u^. After 
resting some moments in this phtcc^ we agaii^ 
set out in a direction further frcrtW the sea* 
We passed alternately ove* mountains ami 
valleys. It was- on this road that we fitit met 
vnith many cameb ; Which are of the greittest 
utility in this canton, as well a% in the Crimea* 
They are> however, ihuch more used in tb^ 
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virotis of Constatitinople. These aniftiak 
differ very much from each other ifi regard 
ft) strength. Some of them carry from 400 
^' 1000 potmds weigh! They have the 
most precise and exact feeling of the weight 
they are able to carry ; and when any am 
fempt is made to burden them beyond theii 
strength;^ they He down, and neither trhiji 
ftx)r the harshest treatment can prevail upon 
them io rise. They have in general z v^ 
^ick pace; and as they are remarkabtjr 
temperate, and feed on the plants ar tearei 
they meet with on their way, they aire sapfc. 
poited at ft very trifiirig expense. 

Descending from a- mountain which we 
hadjmt crossed, we agai» found ouweivei 
a- little nearer to the sea, whi^ih in this^ p&ce 
farms ai bay of pretty considerable CKi^fiU 
"Wq crossed it by a dyke constructed of saftd 
jjtnd earth. This bay^ environed with charrti-s 
ing woods, rocks, hills, and villages, pre-^ 
sented us with an enchanting point of vie\\% 
After going thtbugh the small town cff Rtits^ 
ehuk-Schetmetsche, surrounded with fiigh 
cypresi^ trees, we at a little distance met 
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with a tent composed of verdure, under, 
which our ambassador received the first 
dragoman * of the port, brother of the hos-' 
podar of Walachia, and several other persons 
of distinction from Constantinople, who were, 
come out to meet him. We had scarcely gone 
beyond another mountainyplanted with vines, 
before this grand capital of Turkey appeared 
tQ our view. . It was, however, as well as the 
coasts of Asia which lie opposite, at too great 
a distance to be perfectly distinguished ; not-n 
witlistanding which, our joy qn the occa-i 
sion was neither less lively nor less generalj 
Though theseason was already far advanced,i 
the heat was constantly so ardent that the 
ground was intersected with crevices in many 
places. This, however, did nat prevent me 
and my friends from continuing our march 
on foot, as far as the camp prepared by our 
attendants in the environs of the little town of 
St. Stephans. At a very short distance fron^ 



. * The dragomans are interpreters, employed equally by 
public envoys and by merchaiits. This class of men, as we 
see, merits the most serious attention, since on their probitjr 
and intelligence frequently depends the success of the affairs^ 
of which they ace in some-measure the first negotiators^ \ * 
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thcncG the Ottoman Porte had placed anothci; 
camp for the acGoramodation of the embassy: 
but it proved of Httle utility to us^ as the whole 
retinue seemed to feel a natural preference 
for our own, notwithstanding the superior 
magnificence of the one offered us, and par^ 
ticularly of the tent provided for the ambas- 
sador, on which were lavished the most va- 
luable decorations ; that, without exaggera- 
tion, might be estimated at 30,000 piastres *• 
The tents of this camp differed from ou,rs 
not only in their beauty and magnificence, 
but in the circular form of their upper part, 
those of our camp being pointed at the top. 
The next day the marshal of the embassy, 
baron de Gorf, with other officers belonging 
to it, was sent to Constantinople, to an- 
nounce our arrival to the grand visir, who 
presented them with superb embroidered 
handkerchiefs and many other valuable ar^t 
tides. The next evening they returned to 
the camp highjy satisfied with the distiu-* 

- * A piece of money of about the value of four shillings an4 
four pence. This coin is fabricated in Spain and in the West 
Indies^ and k very current in the Levant. 
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guished reception they had met witli. Td* 
wards noon some Turkish niesseng^rs brought 
us preserves, fruits, ^nd other Refreshments 
of the same nature, on wooden dishes of 
fi circular form. This had before happened 
to us during Our journey. To these presents 
ithey had added a quantity of melons and 
arbouses *. This last fruit, which is here 
very common, as well as in all the provinceSf 
of Turkey, is of a very agreeable and re- 
freshing quality. They grow in great abun^ 
dance, ^nd almost withput apy care, We 
foimd a great quantity 6f them also in Mol-? 
davia. The fields and all the high roads a#e 
covered with them, without any endeavours 
being used for their cultivation. The melons 
they gave us were surrounded with a thick 
green rind, and the internal parts of then^ 
Ivere of a reddish colour^, and abundantly 
filled with delicious juice. 

In the afternoon we were visited by the 
first dragoman of the Porte> and the gran4 
master of the ceremonies. These are the 
first officers of the court, which^ in general;^ 

* See the second note in the beginning of thts work. 
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has a greater number of persons attached W 
itihan any other of Europe- The most tri- 
vial charge affords a place for an officjeiii 
Thei*e exists here an establishment in which 
these officers are edincated, and from whicji 
they are taken when they are wanted for th^ 
service of the grand ^ignior. This establish.-* 
ment is particularly consecrated to th0 
children of the Christians who are taken 
prisoners in war, or violently torn from 
•their families in time of peace. The sultan^ 
find it favourable to their interest to attach 
persons of this description to their service j 
who, ignoi^ant of their country, their pa- 
rents, and their native religion, have no will 
but his, and are entirely* devoted to his per- 
ton. 

. Towards the evening we w^alked to the 
town of St. Stephans^ which is very agreeably 
*ituated at half a league distant from ouf 
,camp# and by the sea^side. Jt is an incon** 
iidecable pl^ce, With narrow streets^ and it«i 
houses for (he most part very high* During 
^ two days we were encamped in this 
neighbourhood, we received many y'lutf 
feau Constantinople- The most di^tiur 
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guished persons were the empferor^s vicc^ 
' legate^ and the Prussian and NeapoHtan am- 
bassadors* 

Our grand entry into this capital waS 
fixed for the seventh of October. As it had 
almost constantly rained on the preceding 
days, we were apprehensive of unfavourable 
weather ; but to our gfeat satisfaction it sud*- 
denly changed, and we had the most beau*-* 
tiful and agreeable day we could possibly 
desire. Care had been taken to erect a Turk- 
ish camp for us near Constantinople; and 
nothing was forgotten in its arrangement 
that could announce the magnificence of 
those who had ordered it* 

The tehts, all circular at the top^ as I have 
already remarked, ^vere furnished ^with the 
handsomest sofas and cushions^ in thie Turkish 
manner. The greatest part of the inhabi- 
taiitsi attracted by curiosity to the place, were 
dressed, some in their habits of ceremony, 
others were under tents, and a great number 
tvere either* on horseback or on foot. 

Some hours after our arrival in the camp; 
the chiaoux-pacha and other Turkish noblei* 
mQVk came to pay. their court to the amba^ 
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Isadof . ToW^ards noon we Had a grand gali . 
In the Turkish manner. Before the sofas, oA 
\vhich we were seated perfectly at our ease, 
^vas placed a round table covered with a 
xjuantity of Turkish dishes, Which might 
possibly be very excellent, but which we did 
not find to our taste. At two o'clock we 
rose from fable. Our ambassador received 
as a present a great number of fine horses> 
all covered with rich trappings and other 
hariles^ings of eqiial value. When each per- 
son was mounted on the horse destined 
for him> we set out in the same number 
las the Janissaries who accompanied us. 
At the head of the procession were our mu- 
sicians, our infantry, and all our,domestics irt 
full livery. After them followed the arch* 
deacon or gr?ind almoner in a most niagni- 
ficent state coach, and followed by a detach-* 
Snent of hussars^. ' Next succeeded the chan^ 
cellor mounted on a beautiful horse, andt 
last the ambassador himself escorted by all 
the cavalry. This procession occupied 
nearly half a league of ground, k was 
very curious to observe the singular variety 
h( the Russian and Turkish costumes: the 
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jttj^xA^tiiy of the march of our trddp^i th^ 
bteaiUy of their regimentals, the ipartial yet 
haroipwious style of the jn.usic| formed a 
striking contrast to the confused arrange* 
toent of the Janissaries proceeding pell- 
mell# and whoSe dress presented the most 
singular variety of colour^; some wearing 
helmets or turba^ oraaniiented with plumes, 
others with shoes arid stockings^ or in panta* 
loons. After half an hour's n?arch, during 
which \ye were shaded on each side by 
a Wood of cypress filled with Greek ifio* 
nufl^ents,. we entered the suburbs of Fanal* 
it§ streets are short and narrow, the houses 
Very high on each side. We perceived 
fit tlie windows the pale and meagre facea 
^f Jews and Greeks. Galata, the place 
where the princes of these las.f generally re* 
fiide^ offered us nothing agreeable or cheer- 
ful ; nor wa$ the double file of Janissaries . 
heavy armed, in the middle of whicJi wa 
proceeded, at all calculated to enliven the 
picture. From Galata we . advanced to- 
wards, the suburb of Fiub, where we passed 
i^ar a mosque surrounded with high walls, 
which give it the appearance of a fort. It 
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is in this place that each sultan girds himself 
with the sabre of Mahomet, when he ascends 
the throne. ■ 

After leaving this suburb, we ^entered at 
cool and fertile Tailey washed by a small ri- 
ver, the banks of which are "planted wriH 
cypress. Here we halted, and found a great 
number of Turkish inns and many handsome 
houses. The day was declining when we 
ascended a high mountain, whose summit 
we attained with the greatest difficulty. As 
the ' night approached, we found a de- 
tachment of Russians with torches, who 
lighted us on each side. It was neiar seven 
o'clock when we entered Pera, and went 
through several of its streets, which were 
neither handsomer nor larger than those of 
the other suburb we had passed. 

We at length arrived at our ambassador's 
hotel* The care and magnificence with 
which it was furnished caused us infinite sur- 
prise and astonishment. In all the apart- 
ments there was a profusion of cushions and 
divans* placed along the walls, and furnish- 

* See a former note. 
M 
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ed with tli^e richest and squrcest malerials^ 
Lar^ crystal lustres of an elegant and mor 
dem form lighted the apartments. Towajd? 
^ni^iwght a most spkn^id aippisr \^^s served* 
which t^rmi^a^d the ^^ and ako the fa- 
^g^s^jfthpday. 
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CHAP. V. 



Arnval at C0nst'antimpte, and the first Au- 
dience of the A mhasmdor. 

If it ha« ever happened to any of the per- 
sons who fead to the, end of my work, tp 
wander during six moitths on the high 
wads before obtaining the object they had in 
view ; if in the course of their journey^hey 
have be^ shut up in a carriage drawn at 
a t\ow pace by oxen, exposed to tlie burn- 
ing .rays of the sun, suflbcated by the durt, 
torn by thorns and bmmbles, and horribly 
jolted by the roughness of the roads ; if duri^ 
ing the greatest part of thfe nights they have 
been under, tents incapable of- defending 
them from the torrents of rain which poui- 
-cA down upon them ; if when 6;:^hau$tefl 
^ith wearines sand fafigue fihey have expe^ 
rianced the vexation of being awakened by 
*roubiesome insects and reptiles ; ' or if t^\%y 
liave passed abruptly through tl>e €xtren>es of 
f)esit andcoId> and-suppoxtted tlie intempejcanoe 

M 2 
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of the seasons ; if in the course of their tra-» 
vels they have been inconvenienced with 
occurrences of this nature, they may per- 
haps form a just idea of the delight I expe- 
rienced when I got out of my bed for the 
first time after our arrival at Constantinople. 
I was so enchanted with the reflexion that 
I was no longer under the necessity of occu- 
pying myself with preparations for travel- 
ling, that I thought of nothing but eating 
the excellent breakfast that waited for me^ 
and this idea caused me additional joy, when, 
.from the window of the apartment I shared 
with some of my companions, I beheld the 
.most enchanting spectacle in the world. It 
is a generally acknowledged truth, that Con- 
'Stantihople is more delightfully situated 
than any other town in Europe, and that in 
this point of view she may dispute the pre- 
ference with even Genoa or Naples. She is 
.placed at the extremity of the celebrated 
Bpsphorus of Thrace, which may be about 
half a leag^ie in length. It' is by thp 
Bosphorus that the Black Sea communicates 
with the sea of Marmora. On each side 
alpnig its banks are a great number of gar- 
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dens. and country-chouses, in thearrange.ment^ 
a^nd construction of which, is conspicuous^ 
the taste of all nations, without 6ven except- j 
ing the Chinese. The city rises in an aiu* , 
phitheatre, exhibiting an infiiiite number of, 
mosques and towers. Its shores are in ge- ^ 
neral planted with cypress and other trees, 
presenting a most varied and animated scene, . 
from the quantity of persons who pa§5^ 
and repass, as differently habited as the 
occupations are various which conduct^^ 
them thither. Before the town ^extends; 
the sea of Marmora, whose immense aqd 
tranquil, surface of water facilitates the view 
of numerous vessels of all sizes and from, 
all countries; to say nothing of a prodigious 
quantity of handsome barges, and islands full 
of rocks, or coveried with lively verdure, light- 
houses, and many other edifices. The scene 
is also embellished by the coasts pf Asia, en- 
riched with hills and interspersed witli coun- 
try-houses, delightful gardens, and clumps of 
trees, in addition to which appears in the 
neighbourhood the large town of Scutari, 
presenting a very gratifying perspective. 
* However great vthe pleasure I might have 
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experienced in enjoying tfie grandeur oi 
this magnificent picture, I was for some 
time abridged of this gratification. The 
duties of my place detained me * at the hotel 
of the ambassador, to receive the visits of 
other ajnbassadors resident in Constantizioplef 
and to do the office of an interpreter to the 
first dragoman of the Porte, who came to pay 
his compliments to M- Kotusow on the part 
of the grand visir* Among other rich 
presents he made him, was a snufii-box 
ind a Turkish tea-table, each ornaipented 
with precious stones; to say nothing of 
several pieces of cloth of gold and^ silver, 
of the greatest beauty. These visits en* 
^ged absblutely the whole of my time for 
some days affei^ our arrival : for the highest 
ceremofty was constantly observed on each 
side; and the two ministers^ both he wbo^ 
paid, and he^who received a visit, considered 
it an indispensable duty to assfume the gteat-^ 
est degree possible of parade and pomp. In' 
the evening of the -rVth of October, the anni- 
versary of the birth of Mahomet, I enjoyed 
an exhibition of another, but not less pleasing 
kmd. An illumination took place on all the 
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domes of th^ mosques, an<! the ^iefeples erf 
tihe city. Tb^ great quantity of latnps re- 
flected by the Bosphorus produced so great! 
i refulgence, that, ' notwithstanding the pro- 
found obscurity of the night, we discotrered 
ilktkictly the slip of ground on which th^ 
Seraglio is situated, as well as the straits ancf 
the coasts of Asfia. 

A few days after, I had an opportunity ot 
'seeing the grand sultan and all his court gd^ 
(0 the mosque' of Achmeft. I went With 
several of my companions, about six o'cloitfc 
ki the morning, to the quay, atnd got into 
a barque or galley-boat, which soon con-' 
ducted us to a spot very near to this mosque. 
As soon as We had landed, we proceeded 
thtough streets niurfi larger and cleaner than 
those of the suburbs, towards the Atmeidaini 
or Hippodromfe*/ a place of vast extent, andf 

^ The Hippodrome of Ccmstantin^Ie is i large circus, 
begun by the emperor Severus, and finished by Constantine. 
This place^ which, as formerly, is used for horse-racings is 
CQore than four hundred paces long, and an hundred wide*. It 
took the same of Hippodrome under tlie Greek emperors; 
mnd the Turbi in calling it Atmeidan have done irttle more 
than translated its name into their language* for Of with: 
them signifies a horse, and meidan a place* 
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remarkable for the Egyptian antiquities it 
contains. The janissaries were already drawn 
up in two lines, through which the procession 
was to pass. We witnessed this spectacle at 
our ease, from the house of the capigi-bacha*, 
who had accompanied us in the course of 
our journey. As he was obliged to join the 
suite of the sultan, he left us, after giving 
his steward orders to offer us sherbet, coffee, 
and pipes. 

A great number of the guards of the 
seraglio, called divan^tschauschi, opened the 
march ; then followed several officers of the 
court, 5onie on horseback and others on foot^ 
and each holding in his hand the insignia of 
his dignity. We particularly distinguished 
the achmedschi-bacha, or grand master of 
the kitchen, by his long robe of black leather^ 
which was decorated with a great number of 
little buttons of silver. He had a large sabre 
hanging by his side, with different articles of 

♦^.The capigis hold the bffice of keeping the exterior 
dooFs of the grand-signior*s palace. Thev must not be cpn- 
founded with the c^pigis-baoha's/ a kind of charabcrJain, 
whose office it is to execute the orders he receives fr«i» 
tfie sultan." • . 
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kitchen utensils. 'As his dress was extremely 
heavy, two janissaries, who accompanied him/ 
from time to time supported it. 'At a little' 
distance from him appeared the grand visir, 
mounted on a magnificent horse : his whita 
turban and long grey beard, together with 
his advanced age, gave him an appearance 
equally solemn and respectable. Behind 
these, followed the battagis, who form the 
second guard of the seraglio, and who are 
easily distinguished by their green caps in 
the form of a sugar-loaf. Next followed the 
black eunuchs, having at their head the 
kislar-aga, their chief This is one of the 
most important officers of the state, ort ac-» 
count of the facility he derives from hi§ 
office for constantly seeing and conversing 
with the grand-signior. This officer is also 
the inspector of the mosques, a place of thp^ 
highest imjx>rtance.' Behind the black eu* 
nuchs appeared the kekabdar-aga, holding 
in his hand a little footstool of gold, to assist 
the-sultan in getting on horseback. He was 
followed by the schennegi-aga, who carried 
two small folding chairs of the same metal, 
for his highness p^ccasionally to sit on. There 
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Wfere besides a quantity of domesticff belong-' 
ing; to! the courts the enumeration o£ \vhon3t 
would be too tedious. At length appeared- 
the grand-signior, surrounded by his body- 
guards, the beitschis, carrying helmets orna- 
Mented with large plumes of feathers, form- 
ing a kind of grove, in the midst of which 
Was placed this despot. Behind him, on^ 
horseback, appeared the seliktar-aga, hi* 
sword-bearer. Another Turk of distingbished 
rank, and. forming part of the retinucy threw 
money amiong-the people. The procession 
closed with a detachment of white eunuchs, 
and with a great number of Turks on horse- 
back, attached to the court. 
. After seeing the sultan pass in his greatest 
niagnificence, we paid a visit to a Turk of 
0tir acquaintance called Ismael Pacha. He 
received nis with the sincerest friendship, 
and allowed us to enjoy at our ease, from^ 
the wuidows of his house, the charming 
view of the sea and that of the fort of Seveft- 
Towets*. Some days after, the return of 

t The nams of a fortress of a circular form, used ^s. jfi 
flate-prisoiii lik^ the Tower of London, and formerly the^ 
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the Turkish fleety which' arrirecJ fi^cJth '^' 
Archipelago uriexpeictedly, afforded rffe one 
of the hc-itst spectacles I had erver beheld. 
I was so advantageously situated at the vAn^ 
dow for seeing this fleet, thaf not one of k§ 
evohiticrne Escaped my notice. The f Jew of 
so many men of war in the open sea, at the 
head of which was the capitan^pacha * in a 
three-mast^ vessel, the noise of the canrton, 
which fired in volleys as thel fleet pa^ed' 
before the seraglio/ the motion and fihriult 
of the multitude assembled on the shoresj 
the nunibet of barques flyiftg before theSe 
vessels, altogether formed a picture whidh- 
X enjoyed with a sort of infoxicating.. ei^* 
©hantment. 

I did not content myself with admiring 

Baitiile in France. In this place the Turkish gofverftmeht 
X;onfines the ambassadors and agents of the powers witb 
■whom it is at war. 

"* High-admiraf. Hehdlds the thfrd place Jri Che empire, 
2ikld has the saiit^f power at sea a^ the grand-vi^r on land? 
It ,was Soliman the Second who instituted this charge in favour 
of the cetefbTattd Baf barossa^ and atCached to it aa ab^ofute 
ailb^ritf met all the navy officersi over Whbhi thd capitan-* 
pfloho^ has the fighit of life and deaith^ iiom iMjxib±fihi hcf ha# 
jpassed'ihe stiakd of the Daf<kh«]Ia, 
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from my window the beauty of the sjiec-' 
tacle which on all sides met my eye. I 
carefully explored the charming country I 
had already descried at a distance. With 
sohie of my companions I set out towards the 
coast of Asia. Three caiques * very hand- 
somely decorated, which waited for us \ on 
tiie shore, conducted us in less than a quar- 
ter of an hour to Scutari. We passed very 
near an island full of rocks, in which is a 
white tower called Leander's ToWer. They 
keep large fires in it during the nighty 
for lighting the ships which sail near it. We 
had no sooner attained the shore than, . ac- 
companied by the janissaries who had been 
appointed our escort, we mounted horses, to 
' the number of twenty, which had been or- 
dered for us. After passing through a large 
town, which might contain about an hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, we reached the' 
foot of Mount Olympus, now called by the 
Turks Burgurli. It was not without great- 

. ^ These caiques are long narrow boatt^ extremely l^ht, 
carrying two or three oars, and seldom so many as four. 
Iliey very easily upset j and it requires equal skill and.atteor 
tion on the part of the rowers to prevent this accident. 
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difficulty that we reached the top of this 
mountain; but we were recompensed for 
our trouble and fatigue by the delightful 
and extensive view we there enjoyed. Scutari 
at our feet, Constantinople before us, an in* 
finite number of vessels floating on the seaf, 
a quantity of charming islands contributing 
' to the embellishment of the landscape, each 
bank of the sea adorned with country houses, 
belonging to the sultan, to foreign ambas- 
sadors, and to various Turkish noblemen ; to 
say nothing of the villages, the gardens, and 
woodsof cypress, which abound in this place; 
such is the feeble sketch of the charming 
picture which now presented itself to our 
view. On our return from this excursion we 
topk another road, in which we discovered 
many points of view not less interesting. 

All these d^flFcrent spectacles were followed 
by a grand audience giyen to tlie embassy 
by the grand-visir on the V November, and on 
the 1^ November by the grand-signior, in 
each of which the most rigid punctilios 
were observed. The Turks are so strongly 
attached to every thing that relates t^ 
the ancient customs established among 
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jth^np^ th»t they did not qmit the most 
trivial ciirewwst^poe. Some ^ays before we 
ip^f}^ thi§ Q6t?niatiow^ visit to the grandrvdsir, 
we sent h'nji the usual presents. They cob-? 
i^ted of d 'Cerent vases of gold and silver, of 
yajuable furs, and watches richly ornamedted 
.wit^ diaipo^onds, All these presents had been 
^exposed to the view of the public in the hotel 
of the anTtb^ssadpff sonte djays before they 
.were sejot. On the day' of ftudience wq 
^sembied at his residence by eight p'clock 
in the morning, in full dress. We had not 
been tljere long, when th^, oapigi-pacha, 
-who, ais I have already said, ha4 accompa^ 
fligd US in ovr journey, mad« bi§ appearance* 
Hfi W8^ followed by one of the principal 
officers of the guard of th? seragUo ; who, as 
well as himself, was decorated with a white 
lurban, and came to announce to the am- 
^ssador that the grand-vi^ir was ready tq 
give him audience. ' - 

We received these two deputies after the 
.Turkish manner, offering them coffee and 
tefreshments. Towards eleven o*clock, wc 
f^laQed ourselves in lines according to our 
jfaikk, and proceeded on foot to Pera and 
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bRn4somp slopps wailse4 fw us ; that for the 

'As soon as i^ve entpred Staroboul *, pro^ 
pgrly so /cgjlled, wie 4?sembled )at a plac9 
ne^ to tUe^qiiftjri $«<!, mowidiqg Jbe boiacfe 
tfeat l%a4 jte?fift ,pK^p^ed,,fQr us, a^K^uced 
toxyards ^be p^l^^eflf lbs gmndrvisiri« wherig 
we w^e r^eiviexi with iowd stpdmnatibfis 
4)nth^ part pf thie Ttirks^ TJs/e .numliof 
#jf jpjeisQos in :the front courts .,ind :in ,ftlie 
»parjtm»eiits (vi^s ^ cpnsadei^ldis, t^ifiit i]ti& ;bad 
the gr^aiesl diffic^ylty ^lo fptce mv. way 
throMgb them. Our ambagsadw had: >oft 
lOQjier put his foot (>a'th^.^tfe^mhcild ofjthrf 
door of thje ^udko^e-chtlmbet, :tha»'tthe 
gmad-vvisic entered by ap opposite [dwarj 
and, after reciprocally saluting each other jin 
pifofoutid sileiice, ctjhey adR^«K5ed together to 
thfiir jresp^Gtwe jdaces. After this the ajn.-» 
l^a^sador presented Jtkis ci^deb^la.to theyisii^ 

* This city, built in S^6, on the spot w4iere stood the an- 
cient Byzantium, by (Jfwataniinej, fro» i^hQm tke>wof4*Con* 
stantinople was derived, is called Stamboul by the Turks. 
This name is a corruption of the Greek 4/; njv iroAir, to go 
t^wardg the town. The Turks have employed this explo- 
sion for the name4)if thf^iown •iid& - - 
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who received them standings arid put them 
ofit: the seat next him ; then one of the secre- 
taries to the embassy delivered to his mech- 
tupschi, or secretary, the diploma of his 
excellency count I wan Andreitsch OstermanJ 
The mechtupschi gave it to the reis-efFendi*; 
who placed it dn a cushion behind the visirl 
This presentation of credentials over, the 
visir and the ambassador again seated them- 
selves at the same moment, the visir on a 
sofa, and the ambassador in an elbow-chait 
dimctiy opposite to him. The confidential 
secietary M. Chwastow seated himself on a 
stool a little behind the^ ambassador ; the 
kiaja-bey, or 4epwty of the grand- visir, wa* 
to the right -*of M, Kotusbw> and the reis- 
elFendi on hisvleft, at some distance from the. 
visir, ' ■ — '/ r 

After the compliments :and congratula-i 
lions customaty. among the Turks, the am- 
bassador declar^d^the motive bf h js embassy ; 
and in, a discourse equally eloquent and 
polite, explained with dignity the plea- 

• ^ An officer of justice belonging to the court of the grand- 
sigoior. He^Ls chanoeHor and first secretary of the Ottomai^ 
empire, and, besides, minisier'fAr.foxeigii afi&ics. . 
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sure her imperiar majesty experienced in as-^ 
suring:the visir tbrough him of her fidelity in 
accomplishing her part of the treaty of peace 
that had just been concluded ; adding, that she 
solicited of him to obtain of the grand sultan, 
his master, the earliest audience possible fojr 
the ambassador> who was commissioned to 
represent her in the court of his highness: 
The dragoman of the Porte, brother to the 
hospodar of Moldavia^ translated this dis^- 
course to the visir, who, by the same inter- 
preter, replied to our ambassador, that the 
grand sultan, his master, had commanded him 
to assure our gracious sovereign of his perfect 
friendship, and of the sincere desire he fek 
to maintain the happy intelligence re-esta- 
blished, between them. Immediately after 
this, commenced the ceremonies customary 
upon these occasions. Dried fruits, sherbet 
and rose-water, were* presented, as well as 
the calumet, which the ambassador offered 
to the officers of his suite, after first using 
it himself. They then distributed thq pre- 
sents> which consisted of the most beautir 
ful pelisses. The ambassador put on his 
without quitting^ his chair ; th&ni both rising 

N 
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tip and saliiting eaeh other in the cus- 
tomary manner, the visir took leave of the 
ambassador, who returned to his hotel with 
his brilliant and numerous retinue in the . 
same order which had been observed ki 
going- 

The audience of the grand-signior; which 
took place some days after, was accompaniedl 
with the same ceremonies, excepting that we 
began our march towards the seraglio at an 
earlier hour. At four o'clock in tlie mom-» 
ing we assembled at the a«ibassadof*s, and at 
day-break advanced with equal order and 
magnificence, on the horses which had been 
equipped for the purpose, towards StambouL 
Arrived at the first gate of the seraglio, we 
found it guarded by a large number of troops 
^nd janissaries, dressed in their habits of 
ceremony, and placed in two ranks, in^the 
middle of which we advanced. After waiting 
some momentsy — which on such occasions 
is customary with the Turks, who think that 
by these means they give a high idea oitheit 
grandeur and dignity,— we went through two 
gates, and were introduced into a large 
court, planted with cypress-trees^ at the exr 
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grand-signior. Having entered a hall richly 
decorated, situated in the front part of the 
buiidingscomposing this edifice, we found in 
it the grand-visir, with the capitan-pacha, 
seated on a form covered with green cloth, 
and employed in the distribution of justice. 
All foreign ambassadors are obliged to wait a 
considerable time in this hall, whilst these 
two pfficers dispatch different affairt, receive 
the complaints of the subjects, and settle 
their disputes. Their motive in this is, to 
give strangers a favorable idea of the Turk- 
ish government, and of the strictness with 
which justice is administered. We remarked, 
.that they were assisted by two Turks dressed 
in rich habits, and who had numerous at- 
tendants; and that all complaints aiid peti- 
tions were first put into the hands of these 
two Turks, who afterwards delivered them to 
the grand-visir and to the capitan-pacha. 
The sitting had lasted some time> when, at 
length, the grand-visir dispatched the reis- 
effendi to the grand-signior with some words 
he wrote to. his. highness, demanding his 
permission to introduce the ambassador. 
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The reis-efFendi returning somemomentf 
after to the hall with a favorable answer to 
the request that had been made, tables were 
immediately furnished; and^ after treating 
the embassy in the Turkish manner, pelisse* 
anjd cafetans* were presented to the most 
distinguished persoiis of the embassy. The 
ambassador partook of the refreshments f^<e- 
d'-t^te with the grand-visir, and put on his 
fur pelisse a little later than the other persons. 
When he had reached halfway towards the 
sultan's apartments, he was presented with a 
stool decorated with gold cloth, on which he 
remained seated till the moment when the 
visir led him to the apartment of the grand- 
signior. At the door of the audience-cham- 
ber, in which was the sultan, were ranged in 
lines the principal bostangis, holding the 
presentsr of her imperial majesty. As soon 
as the ambassador had entered this room, the 
eapigirpacha took him by the arm, whiM 

• Thfe cafetan is a robe <tf distuictian in use among the 
Turks^. and it the article generally used hy ihe grand*s^niof 
as a present to the persons he wishes to distinguisti; particu- 
larly to ambassadors and other persons who nar^ presented 
tohinir ■ ' ^ t > ._ 
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the pelisses and cafetans were distributing to 
the other officers of his suite. After three 
times saluting .the grand-signior, who was 
seated on his throne, he approached and 
addressed him with a discourse exactly of 
the same nature as that he had already pro- 
nounced to his first minister. 

Having given to the capitan-pacha the 
empress's letter, he presented it to the visir, 
who delivered it to the sultan, who placed 
it by his side^ at the same time saluting the 
ambassador by an inclination, of the head. 
When he had fiiiished speaking, he pro- 
nounced some words aloud to the grand-visir, 
in reply to the harangue of the ambassador. 
The dragoman of the court having inter- 
preted it to M. de Kotusow, the latter again 
bowed to the sultan, and retired in the same 
order and parade with which he hadentered. 

When all these visits were over, I beg^n 
to think of some recompense for the weari- 
ness and inconvenience they had caused 
me; and, accordingly, recommenced my 
usual excursions, exploring the most re- 
markable objects in the charming environs 
of Constantinople, Each day presented us 
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with new subjects of curiosity. On ouif 
return from a little excursion I made pn 
the sea, with several of my companions, 
we visited the Atmeidan, or Hippodrome, I 
have already mentioned. We found our-? 
selves utiexpectedly.jn a large square; and, 
having perceived a small flight pf steps 
which conducted to a spacious subterranean 
building, the discovery piqued our curior 
sity. We descended some steps to discover 
whither they conducted. What was our 
surprise to find ourselves in a vast arched 
chamber, in which was a great number of 
artisans employed in preparing silk ! Every 
arch wa$ supported by several high stone 
pillars of good workpianship. The whole of 
this edifice exhibits a very fine and striking 
spectacle. It is §aid to have been founded 
as far back as in the fourth century, and 
that it was built by Constantine to serve 
as barracks for his troops. One cannot 
observe without admiration the excellent 
condition in which it appears, or conceive 
by what miracle it has escaped the ravages 
of time for the space of fourteen hundred 
y^ars. 
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The VD«emi?f; the anniversary of her imp«^ 
rial majesty, gave occasion to a magnificent 
gala in the hotel of the ambassadpr. After 
the celebration of divine service, in whidi 
we assisted with great pomp in the Greek 
,church, a very splendid repast was given, at 
which were present all the foreign atiibas^ 
sadors and agents. It continued to the end 
of the day, when the company was increasied 
by a very considerable number of persons 
of rank and distinction, who arrived from 
Pera. 

^ The apartments were scarcely large 
enough to contain this brilliant concourse. 
All the women were covered witli diamonds, 
and other jewels. This is a sort of di^Iay 
, to which so much importance is attached in 
this country, that a woman carries on h^r 
person her whole fortune, and sometimes 
the value of even twice her fortune. The 
capigi-pacha, our old friend, and other 
Turks of distinction, were present at this 
gala. 

The enchanting coup^'ceil produced by 
this numerous and brilliant assemblage 
made a very lively inipressipn on. the mus- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



184 

milmans^ who are accustomed to keep their 
women constantly in retirement. By de- 
grees they fprgot Mahomet and hk prohibi- 
tion, and partook of the delicious wines 
which were handed about, drinking to the 
health of the prophet, and ending by taking 
' a part in all the pleasures of the festival. 
The walls of the apartment were hung with 
gadands and crown3 of flowers; and the 
Jiotel, both in the inside and on the outside, 
wasr most tastefully illuminated. Jn the 
front were several high pyramids decorated 
with an infinite number of lamps; in the. slid- 
die of which appeared the arm's of the Rush 
*ian empire, and the initials of the empr^!s 
jian\e. The ball lasted till midnightji and 
was succeeded by another splendid repast, 
which terminated the. entertainment^i to the 
perfection of which . nothing was wanting 
but more favourable weather; for the rain 
which fell did great injury tp. the illumi- 
nations, and diminished the effect of this 
charming exhibition. The capitan'^pacha, 
and the papadgi-pacha, the favourite of the 
grand-signior, being informed of the hrit. 
li^nt preparations made by the ambassador 
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•for this gala, came incognito from Constan- 
;tinople to partake of the numerous divej- 
;5ion3 that were to take place. 

The ambassador w?5 not the only person 
who gave a gala ; all the great officers of the 
Porte imbibed the contagion of this gallantry, 
.and in their turn offered similar homage 
to this illuistrious stranger ; a^d their enter- 
tainments consisted also pf the most magni- 
ficent preparations. The grand-visir. gave 
-the example; and a few days after thp 
capitan-pacha imitated, or rather surpassed, 
every thing of this sort that had already 
taken place. To give the reader a just idea 
of the visits, and ail the circumstances that 
attended these galas, I shall insert here the 
description I find in my journal of the en- 
,tertainment given by the capitan-pacha, and 
.the reception we met with. 

About seven o'clock in the morning the 
:embas8y ranged itself in marching order on 
the quay,, and then proceeded. towards Stam- 
boul. On the ^pot where we disembarked, 
we found a great number of horses richly 
caparisoned, which served to conduct us 
45lowly. towards Jthe residence .of .the capitan- 
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pacha. The streets we passed through in oiiv 
way were lined on each side by marines 
and sailors dressed in short white cloaks. 
We were received in an apartment hung with 
the richest silk, and surrounded with sofas 
covered with satin, on one of which the 
capitan-pacha was seated in the Turkish 
manner, that is to say, with his legs crossed 
under him. He was distinguished from the 
, persons who surrounded him by a long green 
robe, and by a poignard decked with dia- 
monds, and supported by a belt of no less 
value. Thijs officer is very much beloved, 
and passes for a man of great worth. He 
has the advantage of having married ohb of 
the nieces of the grand-signior, a privilege 
which cost him very dear, since he is often 
obliged to acknowledge it by the payment of 
large sums of money. Towards ten o'clock 
we 6at down to dinner, which was extremely 
abundant; but we had neithet knives, forks, nor 
spoons. Thi§ at first caused us a little embar- 
rassment; but, seemg that itwasnotpossibleto 
obtain a better remedy, we had recourse to the 
means with which nature had furnished usj, 
and used our fingers instead of them^ Wq 
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were also obliged to refrain from drinking wine* 
The Turks, notwithstandmg the prohibition 
pf Mahomet, are very fond of this liqOor ; 
but they never venture to infringe his in- 
junction in the presence of so many wit- 
nesses : in the narrow circle of their friends 
they are less scrupulous, and Ihad more than 
once an opportunity ' of remarking with 
what pleasure they sacrifice to the god pf the 
vintage, and partake of his benefits. Instea;d 
pf wine, we were served with sherbet, with 
which necessity compelled us to be con-- 
tented. 

No sooner was the repast finished, than 
different games commenced. About thirty 
Turks appeared holding in their hands white 
eticks, about four feet in length, called rf/V- 
nV/*, and mounted on superb horses, chiefly 
of the Arabian breed. Among these Turks 
were some of a pretty advanced age ; but 
who, notwithstanding their long white beards, 

* This djerid, about four feet long, is of a very slight kind 
pfyroodi, such as the willow, or date-tree^ and is used tp avoid 
the accidents which might happen in this kind of tourna* 
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did not display less agility than the young 
men with whom they entered the lists. 

The art of this kind of tournament, which 
is called girette, or djerid, consists in throw- 
ing the stick with sufficient address to strike 
the adversary, and in avoiding that which he 
darts in return. The tilters keep in a circle, 
full gallop, and pick up the sticks which 
have fallen on the ground. This game, 
which by its novelty and dexterity greatly 
amused us, lasted about an hour. 

To |Jiis exercise succeeded combats, in 
which each performer was almost naked, and 
had his body rubbed with oil, like the ancient 
Greek and Roman gladiators, for the pur- 
pose of giving more flexibility to his mem- 
bers, and enabling him to elude his adversary 
with the greater facility. This contest lasted 
till one of the combatants had gained a vic- 
tory over his rival. The dexterity with which 
each man used his strength rendered the de- 
cision a long time doubtful, till at length one* 
of them by a stratagem, or rather by a sudden 
twist, contrived to vanquish his competitor. I 
remarked amongst them two young Arabian«i 
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whose robust^and imiscukr conformation ge« 
nerally enabled them to be victorious* 

These spirited Ottomans did not confine 
themselves merely to gymnastic exercises 
in their endeavours^ to give us an idea of 
their dexterity and martial courage. These 
champions were succeeded by a band of 
comedians, or rather by a farce equally ridi- 
culous and pitiful/ A. poor Jew> very mise-^ 
rably dressed^ appeared on the scene, and 
was the principal actor, who excited the 
applauses and risibility of the Sjpectators. This 
is a proof what little progress the Turks have 
made, even among their superior classes, in 
matters of taste and information, 

, About half an hour after the conclusion of 
these entertainments appeared some Turkish 
dancers, to give us in their turn a specimen 
of their skill. They entered the apartment in 
which t'ke ambassador and the capitan-pacha 
were seated. They began their perfotmatice 
with a kind of ballet called the cenghi, or the 
janna, the uniform and ill-measured move- 
ments of which did not certainly deserve the 
applauses of European connoisseurs. They; 
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were accompanied by very inelanchaly m(i* 
sic played by dervises. These diversions 
were terminated by rope-dancing, which 
was executed with . considerable grace and 
dexterity* As night approached we prepared 
for retiring. M. Kotusow,, on the part of the 
tapitan-pacha,then received presents, consist-, 
ing of a superb ring studded with diamonds^ 
a beautiful Arabian horse estimated at six 
thousand piastres^ and a large quantity of 
richly embroidered Turkish handkerchiefs* 
A short time after we resumed the usual 
order and proceeded towards our hotel* 

The next day, V! pe'SlS? another gala was 
given by the kiay *, or deputy to. the grand- 
visir. It was not, however, so brilliant as 
that which had been given by the capitan- 
pacha; but our reception and amusements 
were pretty much the same* Dinner was 
served in a garden paved with small stones 
of divers colours, in which was an open pa- 
vilion supported by columns^ and surrounded 

* This officer is also Called kaimacan. He is only in of^ ' 
fice in th« absence of tlye gn(nd«visir> on which Octasioft h^ 
governs ConstsLntinople« 
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witlik range of sofas furnished with eleganb 
stnd beautiful cushions/ A great number 6i 
fountains dispersed in this garden contributed 
also to its embellishments 
. Some days after these entertainments the; 
ambassador received some magnificent pre- 
sents from the sultana Valid6, mother of the 
present emperor. They were brought to 
hinxby the first dragoman of the Porte^ who 
accompanied them with the compliments 
and assurances of friendship usual on such 
occasions. 

• In ' the visit that we paid to the aga of 
the janissaries/ every- thing was conducted 
in the same manner as has already been re- 
lated. The house of this officer enjoys the 
privilege of being ornamented with a steeple, 
that ^commands a view of the whole coast of 
Asia, which forms a most ravishing prospect. 
We. met with very few objects capable of 
interesting our curiosity in the visits we 
afterwards made to the defterdar or grand* 
treasurer, and to the rei^-efifendi. The in- 
terior of their houses exhibits luxury and 
magnificence in the same proportion . a^ 
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the external part of them is remarkaUe for 
plainness and simplicity; Gold, ric:h cloths^ 
pearlsr and precious stones, abound in them 
with a profusion difficult to describe. We 
remarked in the house of the latter a small 
Turkish library; apparently composed of 
manuscripts; for it is well knowni that there 
are few printed books amctog the Turks* 
Knowledge Would be considered as a dan«» 
gerous acquisition by so despotic a govern-* 
ment, which becomes offended with fea* 
sonings and. investigation, and under which 
the education of youth is confined to in- 
spiring the mind with fear, and exacting the 
most abject serviUty* 

All the galas and-fe&tivals given by the 
great officers of the Porte terminated towards 
the beginning of December, and made room 
for-tbose which were given by several foreign 
ambassadors. These last treated us in the 
French manner, which we infinitely pte^ 
ferrecj to that of the Turksw Notwithstanding 
all these occasions of ^ dissipation, the ambas^ 
sador did not employ less activity in regard to 
«<rery object relating* to^ his mission. Before 
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tire ^nd of the year the epdch of dUf depdf^ 
ture %vas already fixed- The respective ap* ' 
poijatment of the two tninisters, Russian ahd 
Turkish, had beeii reserved for the 20th of 
April 1794; and the elivirons of Dubas^f^ 
a frontier town, was the spot choseh for the 
place of rendezvous. The idea of our ap- 
proaching/departure caused trie the more 
pleasure, as our journey back was to condiicC 
lis through fhe cantons of Moldavia, in thd 
neighbourhood of the Danube j by Which 
means I Was in hopes to satisfy in some^ 
measure the extreme desire I entertained to 
explore in different directions a country 
which had so much interested me. I should 
have been highly gratified to have been able 
to accompany several persons of the ^mbassy^ 
who, to avoid the deserts of Turkey^ were to 
take the road through the Crimea* Nothing;^ 
would have been more agreeable to m€ than 
to admire the antiquities and fine produce 
tions of nature which are there so abundant ; 
but I had the mortification of not being aliie 
to gratify this inclination « 

However, as our residence at Go&staiiti«' 
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nople was ptotracted to the middle of March 
I794> I took advantage of this circumstance 
to make a further examination of the curio- 
sities it contains. The concise details I intend 
to give of them will be the subject of the 
following chapter. 
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CHAP. VI. 

" • • i ' 

Curiosities in Constantinople and its Environs^ 
Our Departure from this City. 

The winter was become so severe by the 
beginning of December, that I wasi obliged 
to hare recourse to a chaffing-dish to heat 
my chamber, instead of a stove, a thing 
rarely to be met with in the houses at Con- 
stantinople. This rigour of the season made; 
me for a moment apprehensive that! should 
not be able to execute my project; but to* 
Vi^axds the middle of this month the weather 
becai^e so fine, that I determined to take 
advantage of so fortunate a circumstance, 
and to employ the few days I was to remain 
in this capital in a pursuit the most agreeable 
to my feelings. 

I set out in a fine morning about nine 
o'clock, accompanied by four persons be- 
longing to the embassy. As we proposed 
making our first visit to Scutari, we em- 

o2 
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barked in a caiqtre, and went on shore il^ the 
island \*^ich contains Leander's Tower^ di- 
rectly off the coast of Asia. Two bostangis, 
charged with iht care of this tower, con- 
ducted us to the highest part of it. The 
▼lew of the sea, of the seraglio, of the city 
itself, and of the Dardafielles,, forms a most 
singular and ravishing spectacle ; but it is a 
]pleasure which has akeady cost dear td a 
number of nlussulmans. This toiler is less. 
eekl»:ated for its antiquity and elevation than 
loF the ol^ect to which ik is destined. It' 19 
here that the .grand-^ignlor holds in ^an« 
^nement the kislar-agas who have had the 
misfDitime> to incur his displeasure, Theif 
fate in this exile is soon decided*. They 
oltener receivie the intelligience of being 
condeBBied to deadi than that o£ being par* 
doned. Very near this tower^ whi^di is of 
aft immeasurable hei^t^ as well as the 
greatest part of the Turkish edificesr i» 
another of much smaller size^ called the 
light-hcmse,. and which, in fa^t,. serves ta 
contain the fires that are constantly kept 
during the night, for. the purpose of lighting 
the ships wiiich float in these parts* The^ 
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higiiest part df the inclosure is constructed 
ip^ith squares of glass, so that the fire which 
is every evening made in it, on a column of 
stone, is visible on ail sides, and serves to 
indicate the situation of the port to the ships 
which arrivie from the Black Sea. 

We were scarcely re-imbarked in our 
caiques, in order to continue our researches, 
before we perceived on the surface of the wa- 
ter a prodigious quantity of dolphins, whose 
number and incessant motion announced an 
approaching change of weather. In fact, 
we had no sooner arrived at Scutari, than 
a very heavy rain fell, and continued for 
some hours. The narrow streets and nig- 
gardly appearance ' of the houses in this 
town were very little alluring ; and we soon 
reached its extremity, where we found a beau- 
tiful cypress wood, which serves for a bury- 
ing ground to the Turks. We remarked 
'several tombs of rather distinguished appear- 
ance, the inscriptions of which afforded 
me the following information : when the 
Turks made themselves masters of the Greek 
empire, they did not content tliemselves 
with merely destroying every monument of 
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the arts, and of architecture, but they seized 
and carried off a large, part of the wrecks, 
and transported them to Asia, where they 
used them for otnamenting their tombs. 
This is the origin of the great number of 
fine mausoleums which are seen at Scutari> 
decorated with marble columns> which are 
the labour of the Greeks. 

In general, the Turks regard Asia as their 
original country, and prefer it to all their posr 
sessions in Europe. This is also the reason 
why the greatest part of them, after their death, 
are transported to Scutari. On their death-bed 
they consider it as a privilege, and a motive 
of consolation, to carry out of the world 
with them the ce^^tainty that they shall be 
buried in the qountry of their ancestors. At 
some distance from this wood we remarked 
the riiins of ^n ancient palace, almost half 
a league in circwmfeirence, ^nd which be- 
fore the taking of Constantinople sometipies 
served for the residence of the Ottoinap ^m^ 
perof s. Npthihg more of the ancient ipagni- 
ficence of this edifice is remaining than some 
columns, statues, and foundations of walls. 
At half a league from thence we reached 
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the Cape of Chalcedon, and a village of thfe 
same name situated near the sea. We here 
rested ourselves during a short time, in hopes 
that the rain would cease ; but, seeing that 
it rather increased, we resolved on returning 
in the same track by which we came. 

After a few days, however, we had again 
fine weather. The verdure, which on all 
sides embellished the fields and neighbour* 
ing meadows, though we were now only 
in the middle of December, encouraging 
the desire I felt to make new excursions, 
I embarked with some of my companions, 
and pursued a direction along the Bosphorus, 
to enjoy the delightful view presented by the 
coasts of these straits, on which are situated 
a number of handsome countryrhouses. In 
particular, we remarked a palace destined for . 
a country residence fo^ Selim, and which was 
now building. Further on we perceived the 
country-house that the papitan-pacha owns, 
in right of his wife, niece to the grand-signior, 
as I have already remarked. These straits 
are broader and narrower in different places; 
the water which is compressed in one of 
these narrow passages is called the Devil's 
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tEJuncnt, and runs with such rapidity, that 
$X a t:ertain distance from thence we were 
obliged to take in our s^l, and have our 
i^essel drawn with cords. In another passage 
of the straits, you see on one side tlie Bumeli 
Jlissar^ (Fort, or Castle^ of Europe ; ) and 
on the other, the Andoli Hissar, (Strong 
Castle of Asia Minor,) Both the one and 
the other are defended by a great number 
of old towers, and batteries of sufficient ' 
strength to hinder the most powerful fleet 
from entering the Bpsphorus. 

On leaving this place the prospect becomes 
still finer and more extensive, and is increased 
by the country-houses of the foreign am« 
bassadors, built at a small distance from the 
shore, the grandeur and beauty of which 
exhibit the most varied and agreeable pic« 
ture, That pf the Russian ambassador is 
one of the handsomest and most consider 
rablcr X-eaving the straits, we perceived 
at a dists^ice two other castles which pro^ 
tect the entraiice of the *Bosphprus ; and at 
the extremity of the horizon we discovered 
(he waters of the Black Sea, Several large 
sfeips in fuU sail before tlie wind added still 
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inaore to the beauty of this magnificent spec- 
tacle. 

Towards noon we landed^ and, having 
tftken a guide, advanced on foot towards 
Belgrade, where the foreign ambassadors 
formerly resided during the summer. After 
walking half an hour, we met witl;i a large 
iaqueduct, composed of pretty high walls, 
and supported by several arcades. It was 
constructed about sixty years ago by a 
grand-visir, who was beheaded for incur^ 
ring too much expense in building this 
edifice. As night was advancing, and we 
were still far from Belgrade, we were 
obliged to renounce the project we Jiad 
formed of visiting this town. We therefore 
returned to our abode by the way we came, 
enchanted with our little excursion, and with 
tlie tranquillity we bad not for a moment 
ceased to enjoy. 

In the course of my rambles, I have had 
frequent ocpasions of experiencing the politeT 
ness of the Turks, which proves to me that 
this nation is extremely well disposed and in- 
clined to oblige, and that the climate alone 
is the cause of the' idleness and indifference 
with which they are reproached^ The 
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Turk, when offended, or provoked to jea^ 
lousy, becomes terrible, and nothing but the 
Uood of his adversary can calm the passion 
which transports him. During my excur- 
sions in the environs of Constantinople, I was 
frequently a witness of the obliging and hos- 
pitable propensities of this people. The first 
Turk I applied to when I wanted directions 
in regard to the road I was tQ take, always 
offered himself as a guide, and with the same 
readiness presented to me a part of his food 
or refreshments. 

When we had examined the greatest part of 
the curiosities in the neighbourhood of Con- 
stantinople, our next object was to discover 
those which remained to be seen in the town 
itself. With this view we profited of an ex- 
cellent occasion that presented itself for gratis- 
fying our wishes. The grand-signior having 
granted to the Russian emJbAssy a written 
permission to examine minutely whatever 
might be interesting in this capital, the most 
curious amateurs of our iuite assembled at 
the ambassador's, and on the morning of the 
44th of December we advanced towards what 
is properly called Constantinople, escorte4 
by the Turks, who had received an ord^ir t^ 
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jiccompany us, and by a great number of 
foreigners, who were eager to take advan- 
tage of so singular and fortunate an occa- 
sion, t 
The church of St. Sophia, or rather the 
mosque of that name, situated at the en*- 
trance of the seragUo, was the first object 
which attracted our curiosity. Arrived at 
the doors of it, we were each of us presented 
with a pair of yellow slippers, which we 
were to put on before entering the interior 
pf the temple, which is of a prodigious size/ 
Xhe quantity of steeples belonging to it gives 
it an air of magnificence, which excites 
equal respect and admiration. This edifice 
was built in the sixth century, under the em- 
peror Justinian, by the two architects An- 
tennicus and Isidorus. It is built entirely of 
marble, and decorated with an infinite num'- 
ber of large columns skilfully laboured ; is 
two hundred and seventy feet long, and two 
hundred and forty wide. It is pretended 
that it has a subterranean communicatiop 
with the sea, which allows of small vessels 
advancing as far as the mosque. The arches, 
as well as the walls, are covered with mosaic 



Digitized 



by Google 



fiO* 

productions of perfect workmanship, and 
with paintings which represent the twelve 
apoitles* The first are falling to decay, and 
tfie pieces which detach themselves are care- 
fully collected by the Turks, and sold to fo- 
reigners. 

We next directed our course towards the 
mosque of Achmet. On the road we per- 
ceived the column of Theodosius the Great, 
now become black with age, and already 
half in ruins. There still exists on some of 
the remaining portions an account of the 
victories of this emperor. The pyramid, 
sixty feet in height, which, as well as the 
mosque, is situated in the Atmeidan, was 
brought from Egypt by order of Theodosius. 
This monument did not escape our atten- 
tion, The mosque, having been built more 
recently, is in a more modern taste than the 
temple of St, Sophia ; but it wants the re- 
spectable impression from the hand of time 
with which the first of these monuments is 
distinguished, arid which is not its least con- 
siderable ornament. 

The iaiosque of Soliman, which we next 
visited, is at a considerjible distance from that 
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of Achfflet ; and is infinitely handsomer, and 
in a much more agreeable situation. Thi« 
mosque cpmmands the whole port, and a part 
of Jhe coast of Asia. 

We entered it at a time when an iman 
was preaching in a loud and articulate voice* 
He was surrounded by a certain number of 
auditors on their knees, and with their faces 
turned towards the east. We were quite 
astonished on finding, by our interpreter, 
that the preacher had all at once dismissed 
the subject of his discourse, and was now 
treating of the strangers who had just entered. 
He had .been kind enough to exclude ut 
without mercy from eternal happiness, in 
the picture he drew of us to his auditors, and 
which appeared to captivate all their alten« 
tion.^ This idea, which Wa6 not very flatter- 
ing or consoling to us, was fortunately soon 
succeeded by other objects,: which, by de**^ * 
^ees, destroyed the imptessioh of such an/ 
apostrophe. Our conductor having led un' 
into a very handsome chapel, by the side &f 
the mosque, informed us that the grand sul- 
ti»As were interred there. In fact, wesaWa 
great number efitiausdieums, decorated witb- 
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turbans^ and Covered with mother of pearL 
We Were on this occasion told, that the iman» 
or priests often express themselves, even in 
the presence of the grand-signior, with great 
boldness and freedom on the corruption of 
the manners of the court, and the abuses that 
were insinuating themselves into the govern- 
ment; and that the freedom of speech they 
use, and which occurs rarely in a state so 
subjected to despotism, has more than once 
produced the happiest effects on the mind of 
the sultan and of the great officers of state. • 
The Turkish mosques contain many inter- 
esting and curious objects » for the lovers of 
antiquities ; among others, icnany vases from 
ancient Egypt, froijv Athens, and from what 
is properly called Greece.) We saw in the 
mosque of Sqliman four columns, which wer 
were told had been brought from Txoy. Sa- 
tiated, as it Were, with the numberleiss curio- 
sities we had met with on this, day, we retired 
to our abodes, and consecrated its remainiog 
portion to reflecting on the .vicissitudes of 
fortune, and; on the past grandeur of the nft-* 
tions whom these^ different monuments had 
recalled to ovr; rembembrancie. . >. 
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Some time after we formed the project 
of making an e:!(cursion on the water in the 
environs of Constantinople, and of profiting 
of the same opportunity for seeing, at least, 
tl^e exterior of the seraglio, and the castle 
of the Seven Towers. On Friday the -i^th 
of February, the weather being very fine^ 
I determined to put my plan into execution. 
About eight o'clock in tlie morning I joined 
several friends ; and, after going through .a 
part of Pera and Galata, we proceeded to 
the quay, where we embarked. As the sea 
was very calm, we were soon at a distance 
from the town, and within view of the high 
mountains which border the coasts of Asia, 
M^hich at this time were still, partly covered 
with snow, A great number of edifices ap- 
pearing on the two shores, and Leander's 
Tower, built on a rock in the middle of the 
i^ea, were the objects which first presented 
themselves to our. view. 

The port was filled with ships of all div 
mensions; and the eagerness and activity 
whicii prevailed, together with the majestic 
view of Constantinople, and the high walls 
which surround it, irresistibly attracted ouir 
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iMttice^ and fixed our obsrervation. When 
we were near the seraglio^ we ordered the 
boatm^n^ who conducted our cHqat, to take 
a direction nearer to the shore, as We wanted 
to see the port more at our leisure, as well as 
the country-houses of the Ailtan^ which are 
built in the Chiilese taste. The sera^io 19 
concealed by a thick wood, and a great 
number of batteries^ which defend the ap 
proach to it« Along the walls, which are 
very high, is a narrow path on the banks of 
the sea ; but it is not permitted to a single 
mortal to enter it* These walls, with which 
the seraglio is environed, are supported by 
marble columns taken from die old Greek 
edifices. After losing sight of this palace, 
we discovered at the extremity of the town 
the castle of the Seven Towers, called ift the 
Turkish language Edikui. 

We quitted our caique m this pdace to 
proceed on foot to the fort. In the narrow 
streets of the town through which we passed 
we saw some r^ains of ancient Greek 
edifices, of which only the walls are now 
existing* Our course having conducted us 
neat sevCTal weaving manufactories^ we en- 
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Icred one o£ thfcm to examine the manner 
in which the Turks fabricate this celebrated 
«tuff, half-^eilk, and known by the name of 
Khari de Stamboul ; the beauty of which wc 
greatly admired. 

A short time after, we arrived at the foot of 
the castle of the Seven Towers. This fort is 
built near the .$ea# and is defended by high 
walk and towerB# which prevent the view of 
any thing that passei^ within. We very 
much . wished to penetrate as far as, the first 
gate : but we did not dare to make an zU 
tempt of this sort, being acquainted with the 
rigorous orders given on this subject, and the 
little lenity shown by the Turks toward* 
those who ventured to infringe them* 
Having gained one of the gates of the town^ 
we thought it adviseable for our greater sc»- 
curity to pass for JFreuchroen ; which enabled 
us to examine with greater facility the out- 
side of this place. It is environed in tlie 
gpot where^we wext by a ditch, and a triple 
wall, both of which are xeroains of the times 
of the Greeks, and which immediately 
.brought to our recollection that the ancient 
Byzantium was a town of great strength; 

p 
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but all the outworks jvhich defended it are 
fallen to decay, and the ditches replaced by 
gardens and fruit-trees of every kind. We 
found along these ditches a wide paved 
road, which conducted us to a large open- 
ing made in the wall. We were told that 
this was the breach by which Mahomet 11. 
had made his second entrance into Byzan- 
tium, which occasioned the loss of so much 
blood. A large stone, on which' are still ex- 
V isting some Turkish characters, confirmed uis 
in this belief. This wall continues a little 
further, and then terminates in the place 
where the fresh water communicates with 
the strait. As we had already visited the 
port in the morning, we returned on foot, 
and about four o'clock regained the suburb 
ofPera. 

The affairs of the embassy being in a great 
measure finished, we began to think se- 
riously of our departure; However, the 
whole of the month of February was passed 
in a succession of pleasures, before obtain- 
ing our audience of leave from the sul- 
tan. The ambassadors from foreign courts 
:made every exertion to render the last week 
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of out ambassador's residence in Constanti- 
nople as agreeable as possible; and> fronl 
this moment, nothing was heard of but a 
succession of balls and masquerades, given 
by them on his account. Baron Herbert, 
the emperor's vice legate, set the example 
by giving a splendid ball, which was fol- 
lowed by another, given jointly by the am- 
bassadors of Venice, Prussia, Naples, and 
others. Every day was distinguished by new 
amusements and galas. Some hundreds 
of striking masks, some of them in the 
Russian, Turkish, and Greek costume, and 
others in those of different nations, appeared 
at them, and formed an assemblage of 
company equally numerous and brilliant. 
Though these entertainments were given 
only on account of the persons attached to 
the foreign ambassadors, there appeared, 
however, at the Venetian ambassador's gala, 
a number of Turks who were attracted by 
curiosity to take a near view of an exhibi- 
tion with the nature of which they were so 
perfectly unacquainted. They were at first 
a little surprised at the tond of hilarity and 
good-humour which prevailed in these as- 
P 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



212 

sfcmbfies, and especially at the mixture of 
men and women; the latter of whom^ 
among the Turks, hold their coteries apart i 
from the nien, and never attempt to join in 
their amusements. Insensibly their gravity 
diminished^ and they took by degrees g? 
very active part in the enjoyments of the 
other guests. 

The ball given by the Russian^ airihassa^ 
dor was not one of the least brilliant. His^ 
hotel was throughout illuminated. 

The V^'tSS'^' M. Kotschuici, in quality of 
successor to M. Kotusow, and plenipotentiary 
minister, was presented to the grand sultan r 
His reception took place with all the ceremo- 
nies I have already described ; and M. Ko* 
tusow,^ by this means, obtained his audience 
of leave in eight days. However, different 
affairs detained him at Constantiaople some 
weeks longer* 

At length the Porte fixed the day of our 
departure for the 15 th of March (old style) j 
vhich was effected with rather the more 
difficulty,, the Porte being obliged to defray 
the expenses of the whole embassy to the* 
frontier of Turkey* ^Wishing to make the 
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greatest advantage ^f the short time I was to 
remain in this city, I set out one fine morn- 
ing with one of my companions, directing 
our course towards the coast of Asia, which 
lay opposite to us. We embarked for Scutari, 
without once reflecting on the precaution 
indispensably necessary to strangers who visit 
Constantinople, or its environs, of providing 
themselves with a janissary. After going 
through this town, we gained a cypress 
wood, in which we found several Turkish 
monuments. It was in vain that we re- 
peatedly inquired our way of the Jews, 
Greeks, and Turks we met with : we did not 
go the less astray. After . passing several 
villages, country towns, and country houses, 
fiituated by the sea-side, we at length, after 
a course of an hour and a half, reached the 
palace of Anadoli'-Hissar. We passed by a 
bridge, over a large rivulet, which empties 
itself into the sea opposite to Scutari, after 
having watered in its course a beautiful 
valley surrounded with high mountains, 
along which wp had passed. 

Instead of proceeding towards Anadoli- 
Hissar, as I wished, my companion in- 
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sisted upon ascending the mountains which 
lay before us. Our project was to go to Bu- 
jukdere, on the coast of Europe, in which 
spot are many country houses belonging to 
foreign ambassadors; but, being ignorant of 
the roads, and divided in our inclinations, 
occasioned our not finding a place by which 
we could effect the passage of the straits. 
As the weather was very fine, we continued 
our journey without much reflexion on the 
route we were taking. We were in hopes 
soon to reach the shore of the Black Sea, 
and to view the fortifications made there by 
baron de Tott. Having thus continued our 
march during some time, and found means 
to satisfy our hunger with what the little 
shops in the villages we passed through 
afforded, we at length reached the little town 
of Beykos, where we rested a short time, 
A few glasses of excellent Romelia wine, 
together with some bread, oflered us by two 
Turks we met with, gave us fresh force for 
continuing our route without staying longer 
in Beykos. My companion, in spite of 
my opinion, absolutely insisted on follow- 
ing a paved road up i hill. After half an 
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hour*s travelling, it brought us to some houses 
built of wood, below which we perceived 
a most fertile valley, intersected by a road 
partly bordered with large avenues, towards 
which we proceeded. After rambling about 
the valley for some time, we arrived about 
sun-set at a village called Derske, situated 
three leagues from the sea. Having entered 
an inn, we determined to pass the night in it. 
A Jew we met with, who understood Italian, 
which is pretty much spoken in this canton, 
performed the office of interpreter to us, 
and told us, that we were on the road to 
Nicomedia, which was- only three days 
journey from the place where we then were. 
The appearance of strangers of our descrip-. 
tion being a very singular occurrence in this 
country, its novelty attracted to the inn a ' 
great number of Turks, who seated them- 
selves, with their coffee before them, in the 
room we were occupying. After taking 
out their long pipes, they sat down with 
their legs crossed, and observed us with 
great gravity, but without changing their 
posture for an instant. As we endeavour- 
ed to enter into xonversation with them 
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by means of our interpreter, they replied 
to all our questions with equal politeness and 
cordiality. In general our presence ap- 
peared pleasing to them ; and they seemed 
by no means to regret the time they passed 
with us/ Observing our host mount a 
place a little elevated in one of the comers 
of the room to say his prayers, turning 
towards the east and making divers and 
repeated inclinations, according to the in- 
junctions of the Koran, we retired to rest on 
a kind of camp- bed, furnished with some 
old cushions ; on which, hard as they were, 
we enjoyed a tranquil and profound sleep. 
The next morning we received visits from 
several Turks, who, with the cahn and 
serious manner they never throw aside, 
came to breakfast with us. We adopted 
their customs; and when breakfast wa$ 
over, we took advantage of the fine day 
announced by the first rays of the rising 
sun, for continuing our journey. We re- 
sumed a part of the road we had gone 
through the day before, and directed our 
course to the, right, towards a large village 
called Akbaba, My companion occasioned 
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us a second time to go astray, and we 
lost ourselves among mountains very little 
frequented, from which we escaped with 
the greatest difficulty across the brambles, 
thistles, and thickets which lay in our 
way. Our courage was beginning to be ex- 
hausted, when we suddenly reached a de* 
lightful valley, in which we perceived seve- 
ral houses, and springs of water. At the 
bottom of the mountain on which we had 
wandered, to our great satisfaction, we disco- 
vered the Bosphorus. Being already at some 
distance from the little town of Beykos, 
which we had passed the preceding day, 
we embarked in a sloop,, that, in the 
space of a few hours, conducted us safely to 
Pera, notwithstanding the wind, by which 
the sea was violently agitated. After this 
litde excursion, we began to think of the 
necessary preparations for bur departure. 
Before I quitted Constantinople, I beheld 
from my windows the melancholy spectacle 
of a conflagration at Scutari. It was so con- 
siderable, that all the country, as well as the 
sea, was rendered as light ^s at noon day by 
the vivid brightness of the jflames/ Theim* 
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pression made upon me by this event wasstiU 
increased by the noise the Turks have the 
custom of making on these occasions. They, 
strike the pavement with their sticks, and 
run about the streets, making dreadful criea 
and lamentations. Unfortunately, fires are so 
frequent here, that very little attention is paid 
them unless when they threaten to become 
extremely extensive. 

I shall confine ray remarks on the curi-? 
osities I observed in Constantinople to the 
detail I have already given. So many ac-^ 
counts and descriptions have been given 
of it, that I consider it as useless to re- 
peat here what has been before published 
by other travellers. It is in such works as 
those that the reader may gratify his .curi- 
osity, if he finds that I have omitted any 
topic i-elating to Constantinople which ap-. 
pears to bim interesting or important. 
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CHAP. VII. 



Departure from Constantinople — Return to 
St. Petersburg. 

Wednesday 41 March, 1794, was the 

day fixed for our departure. M. de Kotusow, 
after obtaining his audience of leave from 
the grand-signior, and from the visir ; after 
paying his last visit to the other foreign 
ambassadors, and, in a word, having ful- 
filled all the necessary punctilios, departed 
in great ceremony from the capital of 
Turkey. Though our departure was not as 
brilliant as our entrance had been, yet the 
numerous suite that composed our retinue, 
the sound of Russian and Turkish music, 
together with the troops which escorted the 
ambassador, formed a display which render- 
ed the spectacle considerably striking. A 
great part of the inhabitants of Constanti- 
nople were in the streets, at the windows, 
apd. even on the roofs of the houses, to see 
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US file off into marching orden AH, a bacha 
with two tqils, was the conductor in chief 
furnished us by the Turkish government. 
The two tails (the marks of his dignity) were 
carried before him, at the end of a long 
ttaff, and fixed before his tent every time 
we halted. Saim Mechmet Aga was the 
next in command under him. Their office 
consisted in procuring us provisions, and 
means for conducting our equipages ; in a 
word, in furnishing us with ^very thing that 
could contribute to the pleasure and safety 
of our journey. Different circumstances had 
prevented me from setting out with the em-- 
bassy, and I did not leave Constantinople till 
three days after its departure ; when I 
reached, on horseback, the first encampment 
of the embassy, near Kutschuk-Tschok* 
metsche, a league from St. Stephans, which 
had been our last halt previously to entering 
Constantinople. 

The. ambassador received, during his 
abode in this village, where such a concourse 
of persons had never before been witnessed* 
a multitude of visits from Constantinople, 
As there were not tents enough in the camp 



Digitized by VjOQ^ IC 



ssti 

for the persons who were latest arrived, I waf. 
xjbliged to pass the night in my carriage. 
The next morning we resumed our marchgi 
with all the equipages, to go to Bujukt* 
Schekmetsche, where we encamped, and 
which we left very early the next mornings 
I made the greatest part of the journey on 
foot. At the distance of two leagues^ before 
we reached Silivrey^ I quitted the high road 
for one which appeared to me shorter along 
the sea of Marmora. After having pro- 
ceeded a league and a half, without perceiv-* 
ing our camp, I began to be apprehensive 
judging, by the solitude and desert-like ap* 
pearance of the country, that I had again 
gone astray ; for I no where met with tho 
smallest trace of cultivation : but coming 
suddenly to a turn in the road, I with great 
satisfaction discovered the high walls of the 
little town of Silivrey^ or Selimbria, founded^ 
as it is said, by the Athenians. Our camp 
was at a small distance from hence, and I 
k)st not a moment in gaining it. . The amf 
bassador received in this place, as well as in 
the neighbourhood of all other considerable 
places through which he passed, a visit £ro0i 
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the cadi *, and the principal inhabitants. 
The kiaya, or deputy of the bacha of Adri- 
anople, also met us in the environs of 
Sihvrey, attended with five hundred Turkish 
troops, for the purpose of protecting and 
escorting the embassy. Our stay in this 
place was employed in visiting Silivrey, and 
in making diiferent excursions along the 
sea-shore. In its suburbs is an imperial 
granary, which receives corn from all the 
surrounding country. This town is the see 
of a Greek bishop. It is difficult to find 
any thing more exquisitely beautiful than 
the adjacent country. The bread is of an 
excellent quality, and very white, — two re- 
commendations rarely found in that used at 
Constantinople. - 

Leaving this place, we advanced towards 
Kinigli, where we met a deputation from the 
pacha of Adrianople, conimissioned to pre- 
sent two capital horses to M.Kotusow, who 
acknowledged the conipliment, by present- 
ing them in his turn with twenty skins of 

This IS the name given to the judges among the Turksl 
The word taken in an absolute sense denotes the judge of » 
town or village. 
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martens. This evening was passed, a& usual, 
in the open fields. The sound of our mar- 
tial music attracted a great number of in* 
habitants from the environs, and so entirely 
Captivated them as to make them forget for 
a moment that they were under the ne- 
cessity of furnishing provisions for the great 
number of guests now before them. This 
afflux of spectators afforded us a fortunate 
occasion of observing the manners and cos- 
tume of the country. We retired to our 
tents, and to the sweets of sleep, extremely 
gratified with the remarks we had occasion 
to make, and were awakened by the sounds 
of trumpets and cymbals, which sum- 
moned us to preparations for continuing our 
march. 

We advanced slowly, escorted by the 
Turks, who were all armed with pistols and 
sabres. As we seldom travelled more than 
five or six leagues in a day, we generally 
arrived before noon in the place where we 
intended to encamp. 

The quantity of vineyards we observed 
announced that we were not far from the 
little town of Tschorlu. The inhabitants, 
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ifter the example of the other villages Wd 
had passed, came out in great ceremon^/ 
on beautifiil hotsesi to meet the ambassador* 
The verdure of the corn-^fields we observed 
Along the roads> in leaving this town, \va^ 
sufficient to give us an idea of the great 
fertility of the canton. It was near one of 
these fields that we halted. We met with 
jexcellent wine; and, on account of the 
abundant harvests of the preceding year^ 
extremely cheap. 

ihe next day we encamped near the vil* 
lage of Karastran, We observed nothing 
remarkable on the road but some flocks of 
sheep, of a large breed/ grazing in the spa-* 
cious plains of the environs. The inhabi* 
tants of this village appeared to be in poor 
circumstances. Although they were put to 
considerable expense in furnishing provi* 
•ions for the embassy, yet they appeared td 
feel the same effects from the music as had 
been the case with the inhabitants of the 
villages we had before passed through. 
They seemed for a moment to forget the 
inconvenience we caused them; and im^ 
posed upon themselves the duty of expres- 
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^iiig to us, both in looks and assurances, the 
satisfaction and astonishment they experi- 
enced from a visit so new and unexpected. 

On the following day we had to cross 
several marshy places, where we encountered 
very bad roads, notwithstanding the dykes 
and bridges which had been carefully con* 
;Strueted in all the low grounds* These 
roads conducted us to a charming country^ 
in which is situated the little town of Burgo^ 
or Bergase, near which we encamped* APb 
tdok advantage of the time which remained 
before dinner to visit again a place which had 
already much pleased us in the passing view 
we took of it, and which we afterwards ext 
amined with greater assiduity .during our re- 
'sidence in its environs* - It contains a pub- 
lic hospital, situatedat the entrance of a large 
square, in the middle of which is a conside- 
rable fountain, and a range of stables suffi- 
ciently spacious to contain 5000. horses. All 
these edifices are constructed of free-stone, 
and with the greatest regularity. 

As the gfand festival of the Ramazan* 

* The Ramazan is the name of the moon or month durln|^ 
which the Tarks celebrate their Lent by fasting with great 
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was ho\ir ciefet>rating among the Turks, ?^ 
large fair was holding in this town, which 
afibrded lis a new occtision of admiring thf 
pretty productions in clay, fabricated in this 
place. We observed iit a square edifice, 
rather irregular in its form, a l«hg range of 
handsome shops, filled with all sorts of Turk- 
ish and Indian stuffs, and a quantity of other 
merchandise^ We next visited the mo^que^ 
which has a steeple that is lighted at night; 
diid iriafces a very handsome appearance* 
This mosque, as is generally the case in the 
Turkish towijs^ is a very considerable. edi- 
fice. AU around it is a sort of vestibule, 
decorated with a number of columns, in the . 
middle of which is a large fountain* The 
Turks, who wefe now dsscmhled in thi> 
temple to perform their devotions^ invited 
us to enter the interior, which was lighted 
up by a great number of lamps siilspended at 
certain distances ; but^ as we were desirous^ 

patience and austerit/. No otie is exempted from this absli* 
nenoe till aAer sun^set. This Lent was established anM)ngst 
the Turks in the month Ramazan, because Mahomet ad- 
verted that the KoiHn had been sent to him from lieavea 
during that period. 
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to hear the music in our camp, we preferred 
returning, and found in it a great number 
of persons already assembled in a semicirple^ 
impatiently expecting the moment when this 
martial concert was to begin. 

We set out early the next morning, in or* 
der to accomplish by an early hour the seven 
leagues and a half allotted for that day. In 
this place we quitted our old road, and prot 
ceeded in a direction a litde more to the 
right; by which means we procured ouri* . 
selves the advantages of novelty. We disco** 
vered for the second time the little town of 
Burgos, whose two mosques form a very 
pleasing appearance. 

In this route We met alternately with 
plains and hills. These last were in general 
supplied with trees and shrubs, exhibiting, 
however, very few indications of their being 
cultivated or inhabited. . But if there was 
a scarcity of human beings in this place, it 
certainly on the other hand might boast of 
a prodigious quantity of game; a circum* 
stance which greatly contributed to tiie 
gratification of the young noblemen of our 
suite^ who amused themselves as the^ w^nt 
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along with pursuing it. As the oxen which 
Were harnessed to the greatest part of our 
carriages proceeded very slowly, I always 
found myself before them by proceeding on 
foot, and arrived about three o'clock at our 
camp near Gnassil-Beili, a very inconside- 
rable village, situated in a valley interspersed 
with tilled lands and woods. The country 
now began to assume an aspect of higher 
cultivation and more considerable popula- 
tion. AVc passed many corn-fields, and ob- 
served also several cherry and almond trees 
' which were covered with blossoms. At a long 
half league before we arrived at Kirklis, or 
Kirk-Ekklesise (the Forty Churches), a very 
celebrated and considerable place in the time 
of the Greek emperors, we found ourselves in 
a paved road, bordered on each side by our 
Turkish escort, and by the peasants whom 
curiosity had attracted in multitudes to see 
us. This place is so called because it for-- 
merly contained forty Christian churched 
though at present there is not one. It is 
twelve leagues distant from Adrianople. 
There are very fjew Christians in it; but 
9. great number of Jews, who came there 
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from * Po'd6lIa> and who speak a corrupt 
sort of German. Their principal occupar 
tion is making feutter and cheese, which 
they send to the . Jews at Constautinpple> 
after marking it with a certain impressjion, 
by which the latter understand that it is pure 
and made by Jews. This town, situated in 
a plain, which, though stony, is pretty 
well cultivated, is bounded by a chain of 
moderately high mountains, which seeni tp 
serve for an advanced guard to the hills 
Balkan. 

In order to render less tedious the time 
we passed in this country, we yielded to the 
solicitations of some strollers, to let theni 
amuse us by their performances and com- 
bats; when quickly stripping off half their 
clothes, they exhibited a feeble specimen of 
the Olympic games. What caused us the 
most astonishment, was less the address , and 
strength they manifested, than the sudden 
transition from heat to cold to which they • 
exposed themselves; for, at the very moment 
of being entirely covered with perspiration 
bv the violence of their motions, cold water 
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"W&s thrown over their bodies without their 
appearing to suffer any injury from iu 

Towards the decline of day we walked 

About the town. The turrets of thfe mosques, 

whidh on account of the Ramazan were 

lighted up^ produced a very pleasing, effect* 

The greater part of the streets were lined by 

a range of shops, presenting a view no lesi 

^easing. I observed several bathing-houses, 

iand a great number of fountains. The en* 

yirons of this town contain a number of well* 

cultivated gardens and fields. The poor 

rustics who had conducted us to this place 

from Pera received for recompense but 

five piastres ; which could scarcely be suffi* 

cient for the support of -themselves and their 

oxen till they again reached their cottages. 

They were replaced by new conductors, who 

were Bulgarians, Armenians, and Greeks, 

with long black beards, and large white 

/rocks descending to their heels. We pro* 

cured new relays of oxen/ and left our camp 

the next day at sun-risCt 

The road we followed was very narrow, 
Conducting vis by continual turnings' s^nfi 
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;ssigzi^ among mountair^ we had already 
at a distaace perceived before us. We con- 
lidued our march, without stopping, among 
rocks and stones; and the only compensation 
.we experienced for the rustic and savage ap- 
pearance of this country was a fSw culti- 
vated fields, and shrubs in blossom,^ which 
now and then fell in our way. Though 
we were but in the month of April, the* 
heat had already been so considerable, that 
ihe rivulets which usually flowed among 
the rocks and mountains were now entire- 
Hy dry. 

Towards two o'clock in the afternoon 
we at length reached Erekly, situated in a 
caountainous countrj'^, but tolerably well cul- 
tivated, ^^e pitched our camp upon an ele- 
vation behind this village* The inhabitants 
being ail Turks, and consequently in the 
habit of abstaining from wine, we were ob- 
liged to content ourselves without it, not* 
withstanding the endeavours we had made to 
procure some^ 

As a certain degree of disorder had lately 
«)curred in our progress, to avoid this in 
future it was ordered, that every one should 
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strictly observe his proper rank- In conse^ 
quence of this the ambassador placed him- 
self at the head of the retinue ; arid was fol- 
lowed by the counsellor, the grand m^arsh^l, 
the esquires, the secretaries, &c. each ac- 
cordingpk) the situation and dignify he oc- 
cupied. Things being thus disposed, we 
began our. journey at six o'clock in the 
morning, in very fine weather, and in the 
.midst of the warblings of a quantity of birds 
;which seemed to celebrate the luniinary 
which was majestically rising above the ho-» 
i-izon. • ^ 

' In leaving Kirklis we lost sight of Rot 
mielia, and now found ourselves in Bulgaria, 
The first of these provinces, at present more 
generally known under the name of Ro^ 
mania, derives its name from the Romans, or 
from New Rome, that is Constantinople, the 
seat of the Roman empire in the east. Its an- 
cient name was Thrace, and, together with 
Bulgaria adjacent to it, it composed in former 
days the lower part of Moesia. Though the 
road was not so full of stones and rocks as that 
ofthe preceding day, it was, however, so bad, 
that our carriages were more than once in 
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. danger of being overturned . On whatever 
side we looked, we beheld nothing but 
masses df rocks heaped on each other, and 
very rarely perceived among the bushes and 
brambles any traces of cultivation. The soil 
became a little better in the environs of the 
village of Kutschedderlach, situated in a nar- 
row valley, and washed by a small river, 
on whose banks appeared fields which an- 
nounced the greatest fertility. The three 
Bulgarians who conducted our carriages be-4 
longed to this village. Delighted at finding 
themselves so near their cottages, they asked 
our permission to go and see their wives; wh9 
returned with them, and accompanied, us 
during a part of our day's journey. 

We perceived at some distance from hence 
numerous flocks of sheep of a very fine sort, 
and which constitute the principal wealth of 
the inhabitants. 

We encamped this day at the farther side 
of a mountain, near a valley half a league 
from the village of Kanara, As we set out 
later than common on account of the orde;- 
which had been prescribed for our marchj^ puf 
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<jamages were not all arrived at the camp till 
ttx in the evening* 

The following day wa3 devoted to repose. 
The heat wm so intense, that I could^not 
till the evening go out of my tent to ascend 
the mountain, at the foot of which we were 
encamped. Along the valley runs a little 
river, partly among the rocks^ and pardy 
across some pretty w^U cultivated lands. 
The ambassador received in this place, from 
the bostangi-bacha of Adrianople. a very 
polite letter, accompanied by a considerable 
provision of green ajid dried fruits of all 
sorts. 

On Saturday the tV^ of April we raised 
x)ur camp by four o'clock in the mornings 
The road we followed insensibly became so 
narrow and unfrequented, that we had the 
greatest* difficulty in passing some of the 
places to arrive at that in which we were to 
halt> and which is situated at a small distance 
from the large village of Fakir^ on a hill sur* 
rounded with mountains. The houses of thitB 
village are detached, and at some distance 
from each other. 
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On Sunday we again set out in very coid 
weather and a high wind. We enjoyed at 
our ease, on the top of the mountains, a 
view of the village, and of the field^nd 
meadows which surround it. . We next de- 
scended into a large forest, where we found 
the roads better than any we had met with 
for a long time. Some thoughtless young 
men belonging to the embassy wishing, as 
they called it, to illuminate the road, set fire 
to the dry wood we met with in several 
places, without reflecting on the injury they 
caused to the poor inhabitants of this canton, . 
to whom our passage was suflficiently bur- 
densome, without further distinguishing it 
by so useless, not to say barbarous, a devas* 
tation. I could not refrain from manifest- 
ing my displeasure to the authors of this 
proceeding ; and the observations I offered 
on this subject were the more founded, as 
the beautiful verdure of the thickets here 
and there dispersed, and the chanting of the 
infinite number of birds with which they were 
peopled, had afforded me different sensations 
of so delightful a nature, that it struck me as 
the height of injustice to deprive succeeding 
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travellers of the same gratifications. This 
incident caused me a real displeasure ; and 
I was not the only person who expressed 
this sentiment on witnessing so thoughtlejss 
and mischievous a conduct. Arrived at the 
extremity of the wood, we discovered the 
hills Balkan, and the shores of the Black 
Sea; but which were still at a considerable 
distance from us. We now descended into 
a valley, where we encamped in a meadow 
washed by a small river which runs near tliQ 
village of Karabunar. 

The time of our residence in this place 
w^as, in a great measure, employed in making 
presents and visits to the Turks, who re- 
turned them with the greatest eagerness. 
M. de Kotusow sent to the conductor in chief 
pf the escort All, bacha with two tails, in 
acknowledgment of the particular civility 
and interest he had employed on our behalf 
during the route, fourteen marten skins, ten 
pounds of tea, and a pound of rhubarb ; to 
which he added an ermine pelisse for his son 
Ismael. The bacha, unwilling to be less 
generous than the ambassador, sent him pre- 
sents in his turn, and also to different per-^ 
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sons of the. embassy. I did not receive any 
for my share ; but this was amply compen-^ 
^ted by the particular civilities bestowed 
upon me by a Turk of my acquaintance, 
who received me in his tent with every de- 
monstration of friendship, and absolutely in- 
sisted on my dining with him. The more 
the Turks are known, the more they are be- 
loved for their cordiality, their frankness, and 
their excessive kindness towards strangers. I 
am not afraid to assert, that, in many respects, 
they may serve as models to my countrymen. 
The nearer we approached the high 
mountains, the more the coldness of the air 
increased, so that we were obliged to have 
recourse to our furs. Our march was to 
have terminated at a small distance from, 
the village of Kussurkassir, situated at the 
foot of the mountain, in which place we 
were to encamp ; but finding it impossible to 
collect in it sufficient provisions and accom- 
modations for our use, we were obliged to 
proceed two leagues further; as far as the 
little village of Banly. The roads we now 
met with were infinitely better than those we 
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had before passed through, and were almost 
a continued plain. 

The next day we had delightful weather, 

which in some measure made u« amends for 

the cold we had experienced during the 

preceding ones. We had also very good 

roads. After having p^issed the village I 

have above spoken of, we observed in its 

vicinity many spots of land very tolerably 

cultivated. We proceeded along a plain 

bounded by the hills Balkan, and perceived 

at about a mile distance the shores of the 

Black Sea. After passing through a small 

wood, we approached by a gradually ascend* 

ing road the little town of Aidos, situated 

at the foot of a mountain. The steeples 

of its mosques, which are seen at a great 

distance, afford a very pleasing point of 

view. It was immediately behind this wood, 

surrounded with meadows and tilled lands, 

that we found our camp on the bslnks of a 

pretty large rivulet which turns several mills. 

We made some stay in this place, where we 

a second time exchanged our guides, and 

dismissed the Bulgarians who had brought us 
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hither. We could not witness without emOf 
tion the affecting scene which took place 
between our new conductors and their wives* 
It was perfectly in unison with what we ha^ 
.already observed of their mild and susceptible 
character. Dressed in their best clothes, the 
women, accompanied their husbands to the 
camp ;. and when the moment of departure 
was come, they tenderly embraced them» 
expressing the most eager anxiety for their 
prompt return. 

On this day we met with a worse roa4 
than any which had yet occurred. At first 
it was tolerable, with the exception of some 
hills bordered on each side with tilled lands 
and meadowiS ; and it continued so for some 
leagues, till ^ve reached a valley where 
the Balkan hills commence. It here be- 
came narrow, and filled with stones ; and 
the country assumed suddenly a romantic 
and savage appearance. We found our- 
selves surrounded on all sides by large tufted 
woods, which covered the mountains. The 
road insensibly became so rugged and steep, 
that it was with equal apprehepsion and 
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difficulty we reached our camp, pitched ifl 
the hollow of a small meadow, in which 
the wjitefs falling from the mountain collect 
themselves. This place is called Subaschi. 
We beheld on all sides of us woods and 
mountains, whose multiplied echoes re^ 
.peated with new strength the sounds pro- 
ceeding froni the camp. As we did riot 
arrive in this place till' sun-set, and had been 
obliged to perform a greatpartof the journey 
on foot, we eagerly repaired to our dinners in 
the large tent, and had no sooner satisfied the 
cravings of hunger than each of us retired 
to repose himself after the fatigues of the dayl 
The next day we resumed our route 
among these unfrequented mountains. - The 
large pieces of stone and rock which lay in 
the road rendered our march /extremely 
irksonie. We kept along a valley .inclosed 
by two high chains of mountains, at the foot 
of which runs the Deletschadere, a little 
stream forming an infinity of circuits. We 
were obliged to cross it at least forty times, as 
had already happened to us with the Kamt- 
schik on the confines of Bulgaria and Rome- 
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litt. / We liadprocfeeded along way without 
experiencing any improvement in ourcoute« 
Our eyes, fatigued by tbi? continual mass of 
rocks, and by the vietv^,of so naked and 
savage a country, ^TOre• at length relieved by 
the appearance of a plain interspersed witht 
corn-fields and meadows, which for a mo* 
ment destroyed the monotony of th^s rae-r 
lancholy spectacles - From, this moment tbi^ 
road took a directloii as completely straightas 
if we bad been travelling in an avenue, and 
it continued thus till we arrived in the en- 
virons of Kioprakioy, where we encamped* 
/ Sunday the -^ th of April, being Easter ^y; 
We celebrated this festival, and passed the 
whole day in 'this village. After having 
assisted at public worship, which was 4;ier- 
'formed under . the tent with all possibly 
poitip, we assembled at the ambassador's to 
pay him the compliments usual on such oc« 
casioQs. The music played during the din- 
ner. Qurnew Bulgarian guides joined tbt 
Russians in the dances ^nd* amusements 
which took place on the occasion. 

The next day we raised our camp at 
rather a late houn We at. first inet with % 
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teiy gcfod todd through die xhhntmg wood 
which irf befbrrifs; but ive Jkad nojKHMief 
quitted it, thatt we Wtere ulitJcr thfe necesaky 
«f dimb^g a v6ry high mounflaiH/ whetiee 
trtf enjorjncd tarimii points of view .i^qually 
tktensive md aig^eeablcfw We percdffed be^ 
hind ^$ tfie Tugged ^mmits x^ tbe fialkao 
hilt» MMd the ttdl^ <:pufitr jr we hftd Jwt 
^dl^^i before tis/ a spacious piam itoter^ 
^^tisfed ^th pisturages and titied latttdKr 
What revrdered this picture stiii nkiore intert 
eating Xv^u 9ome vitiagei wJtnch ^vra now first 
disoovemd ; £or^ to the prdsenrt m^dient^ we 
h^ p^rcdf^d fliolAaig ifrom the mcMmttins 
h6k ifmtt icfudy habhsAon^ atammlKiiQg tbe 
ff^aMy rmtbher of 4dicl inhabitants.. 
' After haldhg crossed tmm.o£ these fields^ 
fMM^d nciaar ftiae of the .Hrillag^s^ abd <eQ«- 
tftred a valley. anclosed b^^ iamrthef chain ^f 
t»i)ittMains> We^^ckly breached our oampw 
^ttheS iiear tliiie hide toii?nJrf Pmwadi^ 
«^ick is itseftf ]§^tuatod afibidst very* pictur 
%ies^e sceiserJTv. .^This position excited iai.ine 
the greater pibasanre^ ns .i|i «eoaUed &> my 
lutiiwi the recoBtectiDn of the Crimea^ and 
^h'ni «f »tt ^. teiorcms .ofvBaid)[isarai^':ffi. 
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of this double ishaia of motmtaiqs^ ais is jeKr 
acfly the case in that peninsiiia, exiiHoit 
a vefy singular <>udine. They reprebeotia 
their highest-part two Ipng walk, whksli 
mighi na$ut3li7:>be^ni48taken for the rvuids 
of^^aiieieik fbVti&CMiOi^fi and otliers of iliieiii 
r^ijiemble small towers.; In die; middjef of 
thttie T^kB 4x^ pcrceiyed T^iney^de^ ^qd 
,t)ther marks of the most industrious aetivitJjf^^ 
Whidt, whehM:l>e nature of t^e plao? ivhwe 
they thus present themselv^ • is con^idered^ 
occasion the spectator •equal astohiehcaenlt 
and pleasure. I enjoyed this spectacle t6 the 
♦eryltast moment*; when, taking a little path 
conducting to the highest part of on© of 
th^se mountains, I discovered at my esm 
the small town ^ Prawadi, whkh, how* 
erer> is pretty extensive. I eftjoyed also A« 
View- of k-s different mo6q^^es, and of atl Ike 
valley. The motion which pr^viiiled in i^ 
camp, and the evening m*isic, completed 
tlie various sources of pleasure I had pri> 
cured hiysefJf in 'the course jof the <Jay . 
The following day bekig devoted tore- 
r2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



pose, I had leisure for visiting; the town^ 
and taking a nearer view of the different 
form of these romantic mountains. Having 
asdended one of the steepest of theim, I dis- 
covered the vestiges of ancient fortifications. 
I observed also a kind of large gate-: way, and 
a stair-case hewn in. the rock, which still re* 
mains in perfect presiervatipn. ^ The rcMkd 
kppearing very dangerous, I. judged it prHr 
dent to return in the same; tr»qk, notwifhr 
standing the pleasure I should h^ve hadjo 
visiting the village, which is situated qn the 
})oint of this, mountain. 

On Wednesday the 4r April,, we resuiped 
oiur route in the same order as had before 
teen observed When we pdssed the Balkan 
hills; but the passage being: wid^r* and 
the mountains at rather more dijstance from 
each pther, we passed them without diffi- 
isulty. After leaving this chain on the- 
right, and taking a circuitous direction, we 
met with a great nuniber of well cultivated 
vineyards. We had constantly on that day^ 
very good roads, partly across hills and partly 
along plains. We observed with the great- 
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est pleasure the cultivated condition! of the^ 
land of this cdnton, and the considerable 
number of its villages. / 

Towards noon we arrived at bur campf 
near Koslitschi, a small town, situated in a 
plain, in which are two. mosques, and from 
which is discernible the chain of the Balkan 
hills. Some entrenchments, the, remains 
of which are still existing at some distance 
from hence, recall the remembrance of the 
battle fought against the Turks in this pl^ce^ 
during the last war> by the celebrated M. ^ 
Romanzow, who advanced as far as the 
walls of Prawadi, and consequently further 
than prince Potemkin : but the hussars hav*- 
ing attempted to take it by storm, they were 
driven back, and obliged to retreat. 

The next day, Thursday, we had ^cold 
windy weather. On leaving this place, the 
Balkans appeared diminished to hillocks, 
and the country assumed a very flat appear- 
ance^ We did not find this part of Bulgaria 
so well cultivated as that we had passed 
through on the preceding day; which is 
perhaps principally occasioned by a scai^city 
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of Wirtejf^ &mae tcmam Df tral)a and dif* 
fytetit mMses of stones .are the oriiy vesfigel 
of a village which ei^isted inr foriner day% 
surrounded by a vast estent of fields tind 
meadows^ The whcde of thk road is ex^ 
fretfiety woody^ It was netr two o'clock 
IVhen yf6 aftived at Odr damp behind Ba« 
sartschik, that is to say, the littlef^market. 
Thiti phc&, which during the residence of 
the Russians in it in 1774 was consumed by 
Ate^ is tibw entirely f^uiit^ aild forilis t 
ptetiy cdn^derabto toWn^ ^suri'ounded by 
tri6utttains of moderate height, A quao? 
tity of burying^grounds of some mdgnitiide« 
and which hard es^isted from the times 6f 
Greeks^ are a proof that the inhabitants 
of these countrjies haye beto nutuetous. I 
Ivafir not a little surprised towards evening by 
llcfaritig the sound of a bell ; it reminded me 
of the alarm-bells in the towns of Qermany; 
Thid bell^ intended to proclaim the hburi 
h&s existed from the time of the Greeks; 
and^ though m4ny centuries have alreacly 
ifelapsed> isn^till in high preservation. 
* Tho neski day b^iig destined to rq>o^» I 
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ei^oyod in invwsUing tfej^ t^wo, which 
contains nothing remark^biQ but ^ public 
fiquarei and i^om? iqw« of sjiop^. 

On tb« next ^^ywe continued our jowv 
ney about ftv^ o'clock in .tj^e inofning. 
After passing *n inagniftcapt village calle4 
>iusaby» we r^cbed a little mountain, b^ 
yond whicb we .encamped. On Sundaj 
\m bad very good roads thvougb plains and 
aan^adows, inter^rsqd alternately witb bills 
and deligbtful valleys. I remarked in seve»- 
jal villages through which we passed, that 
the houses of the inhabitants were detach^ d« 
and surrounded by a hcdg^ which separates 
their domswns. ^The country would be no 
doubt in a better state of cultivation but for 
the scarcity of rivers and springs. E^ven.the 
fiiDall quantity of water with which these 
villages are supplied is drawn from wells by 
means of wheals, ,and is of an indifferent 
quality. 'The (cenjeteries h'^re and there di- 
ppersed in th;^ ^elds. recall the. recollection of 
the ravages wbich .prevailed during the la^ 

war. .,:','..■ 

ITowari^ noon, we found, at the b^t^Pm 
pf a high mountain, a vUlage called Baktir, 
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beyond which we encamped in a very agree* 
aWe valley. In the evening I had the cu* 
riosity to walk to one of these mountains, 
and remarked here and there a very pro- 
found grotto, which appeared to have for* 
merly served the purpose either of an abode 
or a magazine. One of these was extremely 
large, and divided into two parts^ extending 
itself to the right through a great part of the 
mountain. Its interior was so gloomy and 
obscure, that I had not courage enough to 
penetrate it. I was scarcely returned to my 
tent when a violent tempest took place, ac- 
companied with thunder and lightning, 
diffusing such a refulgence through the 
cdmp as to give it the appearance of being 
in flames. 

Monday 44*^ of April was a day of repose. 
A colonel of artillery, accompanied by two 
other officers, was sent to Silivrey, fourteen 
leagues from Baktir-Kioy, with a letter from 
M. de Kotuzow to the bacha of the place, con- 
taining his acknowledgment for an escort 
of two hundred men he had sen^ us. This 
officer was commissioned to present him 
forty marten skins of Kamtschatka, forty 
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of the skins of ^ the same^ animal froni the 
government of Tobolsk, and six pounds of 
tea. The secret motive of his mission was 
to observe the works of the fortress, and td 
bring away the plan of it. 

The next day we had charming weather^ 
As the rain had refreshed the roads, we found 
them every where very good, both in the 
plains and on the hills, as far as the little vil- 
lage of Machmut-Kioy, where our camp was 
fixed. This place contains only a few 
lonely houses, scattered here and there on an 
eminence, and belonging to peasants. In 
the meadows, it is common to meet with 
petrified shells and other sea productions. 
The cadis of the neighbouring villages sent 
M. de Kotuzow an escort of an hundred men. 

The next day, immediately after sun- 
rising, we quitted our camp, and continued 
our route through very tolerable roads, not* 
withstandine the quantity of dust, which 
greatly inconvenienced us. We crossed 
several little mountains and valleys, every 
where covered with rich and delightful 
verdure. When we had got beyond a 
long range of rocks, we found ourselves 
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ad the borders of a «nall lakcji formed by 
the waters of tiie .Danube.^ which flows ten 
werstes from this place, and overflows thus 
iar the adjacent fields* TITe next reached the 
village of Tschelebey^Kioy, which is rather 
larger than that we had passed through the 
evening before, Jt is situated in a moun- 
tainous country, interspersed with beautiful 
meadowst There are some old walls stiU 
.remaining in itj which no longer serve any 
other purpose than an asylum for storks; 
^t which, at the same time, indicate the 
ancient grandeur of this village, near which 
we encamped. 

As our march for. the next day was to 
consist of no v^ore than five leagues, I 
accomplished them on foot, following a 
narrow path which conducted jne 9long 
some high mountains. On my road I met 
with a charming spring ; which occasioned 
me the more pleasure and surprise, as good 
water for drinking is very r»rely found in 
this canton. Towards noon we reached 
our camp, which was pitched in the en* 
virons of Satisz-Kioy, a pretty considerable 
village, whiph we had already perceived from 
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fi great distanctf# aad $ituate4 in a spflicioUf 
^aifi, here and there inteifspers^d withmoun* 
lains of moderate height. 

The V ftS;? was a day of ritpose. Wc 
celebrated with our military mtisic the anni<- 
versary of the hirth of the empress. The 
grand festival of the Beiran^ which Concludes 
the Ran^azan or Lent of the Turks^ happened 
to fall on the same day *. 

On the following day, according to cm* 
(torn, \ye resumed our journey at sun-rising. 
Throughout the four leagues allotted for th^ 
day, we niet on the road with nothing but 
plains^ meadows^ and some inconsiderable 
mountains. We had most delightful wea« 
jiier* The heavy rains which had fallen on 
the preceding days had cooled the air, laid 
the dust^ and bestowed a new aspect of fresh* 
^ess pn the verdure, which added to the 
beauty of the view that presented itself oA 

* 'tht BeiraA is the name given to the grand annual feast 
of the Mahometans. It is the Easter of the Turks^ who cele^ 
brate it with the greatest solemnity ; and the intemperance 
which prevails for three daySj during the continuance of the 
l^itiin, h proportioned fo the ektreme abstemiousness they 
jfl^tovc^ ^\xihig the lUimazan. 
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all sides. It was rtot more than ten o'clock 
when we arrived in our camp, near Kash 
simtschy. This village is divided into two 
portions, which are separated from each 
other by a distance of at least a quarter 
of a league. The first contains many plan- 
tations of fruit-trees. We pitched our camp 
precisely in the middle space between these 
two portions; and it waa surrounded on 
all sides by mountains and naked rocks, 
but of very inconsiderable height. As 
we were to travel fourteen werstes on the 
following day, we took the precaution of 
setting out about ten o'clock in the even- 
ing, in order to avoid the intense heat of 
the sun. Our poor animals were so much 
fatigued, that it was with difficulty they 
reached the rendezvous ; and we were our- 
selves so exhausted, that we retired to rest 
immediately on arriving at the place of our 
destination. 

On Sunday VmJ?!^ about four o'clock in 
the morning, we were informed that we had 
passed near two villages, and that the worst 
part of the road was accomplished. We imme- 
diately directed our course towards another 
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town, Haifa league further on, of some cons^ 
deration. Here we halted, for the sake of 
giving our cattle an opportlinijty of breathing 
from their fatigue, taking the same opportu* 
nJty of refreshing ourselves with some break- 
fast. As the morning was very fine, I deter- 
mined to pursue the rest of the road on foot 
I insensibly lost sight of the plains, and beheld 
only a mountainous country, similar to that 
we had previously passed. I soon reached 
a fourth villajge, situated at the foot of several 
high mountains' that were lost in the distance, 
and environed with clouds, .whick seemed to 
disperse as I advanced. With the exception 
of a few hills, the rest of the road was very 
tolerable. ? 

r It was alread5^,.past noon^ and I had not 
yet perceived the camp. I began to find 
myself extremely fatigued; when, making a 
sudden turn in the road near a hill situated 
to the left, I at length discovered the pbject 
of my researches. All our people were but 
at half a league distance from it, near the 
.village of Tscherna, at the foot of the moun- 
tains which lay before me, and which sur- 
rounded our camp on three sides. Our car- 
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ikges did not arrive till two d'clock m the 
afternoon, z&ir having been fourteen faouis 
on the road« The arrival of a courier M* Ko^ 
tuzDW received from Petersburg obliged m 
to pass the Monday in this place. The 
hope of discovering the Danube induced 
m^ to make an excursion towards the evecH 
mg to some of the elevated situatipns about a 
Jcagisie distant; but on all sides I behdid 
nothing but n>ountains, whose rocky protu- 
berances presented no trace of cultivation. 

The next day we took our direction across 
these mountains^ which stretched along to 
our right> and the greatest part of which 
terminate in the form of a sugar4oaf. On 
the other side we percelvfed some swamps 
formed by the Danube, and a great number 
bf small islands inclosed by several bramches 
of this river. The rojid continued the same 
till the moment when we discoviered the 
Panube itself, which ;ftows here majesti- 
cally in the middle of a charming p4aln> 
surrounded by meadows covered with thick 
high grass, announcing the greatest fertility. 
We encamped at a very short distance from 
the banks of this river, half a -kague fi?om 
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village ^ than • % town. ' Thl^ ^ ttdCe^^ of the 
itavdges which*^ took place dttrkg tlie iast 
war aire tstill^ apparent in !&• ei»riro9»^ Wb 
even found in itmr camp mme Jbaii^, anil 
se^Biial pieces c^ iron^ which had been left 
dwEire by howitzers*' Tfaii viltage, ^ as :weli a$ 
a»U the fiOTroundiiig'' xtountry, wiekin three of 
four league$> bioliabited^y k- ^eat irafntb^ 
of Moidaviatis and Walaoliiaiv^. 

Bdng^ierydesirdiig of art&viiigiettrly ai our 
desti»atian> weaga^ 9eft(^utabo^feixo'dk>ck 
in the evening, the ifload we took cKtevids 
I ^Ipii^g the Ddhube/^otnetim^ nearer and 

totfa^tiiAes fdrtiieri fr<)ni it, ^tfhd: tying among 
mesidoxvsi^'^Thie height and^^tbundanoe of 
the grate with' whlfch thei:e>la* uwe covered 
. cmwrinoed m f tfe« We: rtviere «<»' li^ngfer wry 
far from the feuhfAl couirfryJot'.MoMavia* 
5^he view of MatJchrii; contigvousto a chain 
of momitains, ait b sinali dai^^noe, wa& ex* 
tremely 4ga»e(eabte* Eight or ^JMto•>e wrerrtes 
forlher on «» ii\p left; we discovered the 
tou'n land forti^e^s of Brafl<»w, skwated very 
near ^the hanks dof the JDantobe, whjbchy ia 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



259 

^|6 i^ace, as wdl as in : the environs of Ga^ 
htz, divides, itself into several .branches. 

The towo of > Brailo w, in ! consequence a£ 
Its situation an this river> new; the mouth <rf 
the Sereth, formerly carried oh a.very con-^ 
slderable commerce, and was a general! de- 
positary for all the merchandise which 
passed to and from Turkey, as well by the 
Danube and the KediSea^.as by the great 
roads to Constantinople ; i but this different 
wars, of which this, country has successively 
been the theatre^ have effectually ruined its 
commerce. Thai Turks: have a comthand-^ 
ant in this place, . on whom the whole raya 
or canton depends; and it ii/here that the 
nazir of the sultian receives the; tribute, paid 
by Walachia, under the title of winter and 
spring provision. This towiii has been seyer 
ral times taken by the Russians. 

The principal objects of exportation are 
oxen, horses, sheep, salted meat, fruits, wine, 
honey, butter, wool, wood, salt, &c. The 
horses produced in this raj/a are very much 
esteemed in Turkey. They are used for the 
most part for the Ught-hor^e of several Ger* 
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Biah pf irices. The oxen are equally sought 
aftet, as well for theit size and strength as the 
excellence of their flesh. I'urkey draws 
every year from this raya a great number of 
sheep, which, for tfie same reasons, are 
preferable to all the others of Walachia. 
Formerly there was a considerable market in 
Brailow for salted meat> which was prepared 
in an island of the Danube, situated opposite 
to this town, and which on this account still 
retains the name of the Butchery Island. 

Butter, honey, wool, and skins, were arti- 
cles which also formed an important branch 
of commerce wijJi the Turks. Agriculture 
.having been from time immemorial neg- 
lected inWalachia, it has consequently never 
niade any considerable exportation of grain; 
.'those which have been principally cultivated 
in it, are wheat, Turkish corn, barley, and 
kukuruse, a kind of Turkish wheat, millet, 
and a small quantity of oats. The inhabi- 
tants of these countries, after the example of 
the Turks, commonly feed their horses with 
barley. They cultivate very little rye, as 
they constantly use bread made from wheat 
and millet, or a kind of cake ]prepared of 
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and hemp to supply their domestic necessi- 
ties. 

Labour, and the proper adaptation of crops, 
are in general so ill understood in this country 
as to render the scantiness of its produce very 
little surprising. Not more than a fortieth 
part of its extent is tilled. The cultivator 
only sows what he considers as sufficient to 
serve him for the necessaries of life, under 
the apprehension that the boyards or lords, 
wHo take the utmost care that these un- 
fortvmate pfeasants should retain no more 
than what will suffice for their existence, 
may seize whatever exceeds that proportion. 
The misery and idleness, or rather the state 
of non-entity of the human species in these 
countries, appears almost incredible when 
the natural excellence of the soil is consi- 
dered ; but when reflexion is carried back to 
the operation of eastern despotism, refined by 
the hospodars, who are at the same moment 
both slaves and tyrants, there is no longer 
: room for astonishment. 

Before the last wars the kite of wheat, a 
measure of the country weighing two hun* 
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dred and sixty okas, th^t is to say five hun- 
dred and eighty-fire pounds, at two pounds 
and a quarter to each oka, was purchased for 
four shilHngs and two-pence ; a kile of rye 
a piastre and a half; and a kile of barley 
a piastre* The price of each of these com- 
modities is now doubled. 

The vine is a more considerable object of 
cultivation and pf commerce in this country. 
It will grow any where, though it is riiore 
generally and more successfully cultivated at 
the foot of the mountains. The wines they 
produce are light and watery, but they pos- 
sess a very agreeable flavour, and a nourish- 
ing quality. Those of Pietra are esteemed 

. the best, and they are sometimes even con- 
sidered superior to the best Tokay wine; 
and, if the country produces very little of 
it, • it is entirely the fault of the inhabitant^, 
who neither know how to make or presQi've 
it, th6 cultivators of vineyards being unac- 
customed to weeding them carefully; and, 
ignorant of the method of trailing them, si- 
milar to that practised in vine countries, 
content themselves with raking up the earth 

' once a year round the stalk, and take no 

s 2 
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further care to prevent the growth oi weeds. 
The most considerable commerce for these 
wines is with Poland and the Ukraine* A 
certain quantity is even conveyed as far as 
Moscow. I have already mentioned the 
quantity of fruits of every kind produced 
in Walachia, where it is common to meet 
with even whole forests of fruit-trees, such 
as pears, cherries, and apricots, &c. The 
greatest part of the mountains, in this cir- 
cumstance of the variety of its fruit-trees, 
>resemble our best cultivated gardens, which 
undoubtedly will always be inferior to those 
I saw in Walachia* I observed in general 
a greater population in the mountains than 
in the plains, notwithstanding their being 
less fertile. This is easily accounted, for, 
when it is considered that these mountains 
answer the purpose of an asylum to the 
inhabitants during the ravages of war* iThey 
instantly fly to them for refuge when the 
flatter pairts of the country are exposed to the 
fury and ravages of a lawless Turkish sol* 
diery, whose violence it is diflScult to re- 
stram, and who bear in mind the consciouis- 
ness of being the support of the thrones of 
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the sultans, who dare not punish them. On 
these unhappy occasions, the Walachians 
find in these mountains a. secure retreat 
against the rage, of their tyrants, who care- 
fully avoid pursuing them thither, dreading 
the stratagems and intrepidity of those who 
inhabit them. The |)aths leading to these 
mountains are almost inaccessible, and known 
only to those who constantly reside in them. 
Tobacco is an article very much culti- 
vated in Walachia. That of Montan and of 
Berzan, near the Sereth, is sold at the rate of 
from four to five peras the oka, or about 
threepence -halfpenny in English money. 
The sale of it is very considerable in Turkey, 
Tartary, and Poland. 

The plant called weyd, which is used fof 
dying blue, succeeds extremely well both in 
this province and in Moldavia. That called 
skfimpif which is used in the dressing of mo- 
rocco leather, is likewise cultivated with 
gresit success ; as well as the jasba galban, 
a sort of strawberry^ which is used for dy-? 
ing, and is of a yellow colour. These straws 
berries grow principally on the hanks of the 
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Prutb, in the enviFons of Faschina, not fat 
from Tartary. 

Not fewer than 340,000 horned cattle are 
exported from Walachia through Bosnia, from 
whence they pass to Constantinople; and its 
pasturages and meadows are so excellent and 
well known, that several millions of horses, 
and numerous flocks of sheep, are every year 
sent to graze in the country. 

The price of an ordinary horse is from 
twelve tQ twenty piastres ; and those of a 
superior quality seldom sell for more than 
from thirty tp forty, AH these horses are of 
small size. 

There are every year sold in Walachia, fqr 
the purpose pf l;feing sent to Constantinople, 
several millions of sheep, for about a lew, or 
two shillings and sixpence, each. Their 
wool is very Ipng and abundant. It is used 
at Fumato, a village near Buchiarest, for 
fabricating broad-cloths, which are sold at 
about twenty-two paras per ell, and which 
are generally dyed either of a blue or grey 
colour. This manufacture is almost the only 
gne in Walachia. It is easy to conceive tha| 
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a nation so indiflferent about its commerce 
takes but little care of the conduct of its 
manufactories. 

Bees, which in this country are very 
much attended to, have their hives in woods, 
and in the trunks of trees. The honey, 
which is almost white, is sent for the con- 
sumptio'n of Constantinople, The wax is for 
the most part sent to Venice, A very sin- 
gular production of this country is a sort of 
green wax,' produced by a species of bees 
smaller than common bees. This wax is 
gathered on certain shrubs, where these in- 
dustrious insects deposit it. It is used for 
making bougies ; which, on being lighted, 
exhale a most agreeable perfume. This wax 
is very scarce ; but it would be easy to aug- 
ment its quantity by cultivating the. shrub3 
on which it is collected, and by attracting 
the bees in the places favourable to this dcr 
sign. 

At twelve leagues from Bucharest is found 
a fossile salt, part of which is sold in NatoHa 
and Constantinople. It is usually conveyed 
thither by the Danube. A great part of 
^y^laqhia consisting of mountains whic{i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



264^ 
form a continuation to those of Hungary, it 
is sufficient-to observe the treasures produced 
by the mines of the latter, to form a pre- 
sumption founded on probability, that those 
of Walachia contain also considerable riches. 
It is asserted, that many rivers descending 
from the Krapack hills bring along with 
them a certain quantity of grains of gold, 
which is found mixed with the sand. It is 
comAion, likewise, to see rings and vases 
made with > this metal, which has been 
found in the Otta^ one of the principal 
rivers Qf this province. The Ziganes^^ a spe* 
cies of wandering Gipseys^^ who travel in 
troops like the Tartars, pay a certain tribute 
-for permission to collect that of the Jalow-« 
itza, another considerable river of Walachia, 
However this may be, the riches thus clearly 
announced by nature, and sought after with 
such avidity in other countries, are absolutely 
neglected iri this \ for which many reasons 
may be given. The inactivity of the govern-! 
nient; the idleness and ignorance of the, 
Walachians ; the apprehension they enteric 
tain of losing with their riches the feeble* 
remains of liberty left them by their cori-s 
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querors ; the continual changing of the hos- 
podar, whose office very rarely descends to 
his son; the few wants experienced in a 
country provided so abundantly liy nature 
with every thing necessary to existence:, 
all these considerations have probably in- 
cited the inhabitants of these countries to 
a careful concealment of their treasures from 
the insatiable avidity of the Turks. It is pos- 
dble the governing power is acquainted with 
the existence of those treasures, but from 
motives of political refinement does not 
choose to have it known that mines exist 
in their frontier. It may also be recol-* 
lected, that the Turks are very little dis- 
posed to active exertions, their habit being 
rather to enjoy'the fruit of the labour of 
others. 

This slight digression on Walachia suffi- 
ciently proves that the province contains the 
means, not only of a solid, durable, and lu- 
crative commerce, but also that it is both by 
nature and situation within the reach of ob- 
taining, without the least effort, every pos- 
sible advantage. Meanwhile, what in this 
century has become the principal source of 
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the riches and strength of nations, the most^ 
immediate object of attention to other go- 
remments, is totally overlooked in a country 
favoured by nature with abundance and fe* 
cundity of every kind, . Such are the fruits^ 
of indolence and stupidity, • 

But this profound lethargy, which sinks 
and brutalizes a nation, is not a malady 
which seizes it suddenly, but the conse- 
quence of a protracted despotism, which by 
disgrees dries up the sources of life, arrests 
all the springs of the soul, and at length ter- 
minates in an universal and npiortal stagnation 
of the whole body politic. Such is the pre- 
sent melancholy condition of the princes of 
Walachia, that any effort indicating but the 
gerto of talent, or calculated to inspire the 
public mind with energy, would be imputed 
to its author as a crime. The hospodars 
have but one care, but one concern, but one 
science, as I before had occasion to. mention. 
It consists in securing themselves from the 
eiFect of the intrigues and cabals in the court 
of Constantinople, in avoiding every occa- 
sion of jealousy to their haughty masters, 
and in finding means continually to satisfy 
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the insatiable avarice of a visir or other, prin- 
cipal officer of the Porte, The idea of pro- 
moting the happiness of'the people who are^ 
subject to him, the design of studying the 
means which might contribute to such a pur- 
pose, never yet entered the mind of a hos- 
podar. The simplest efforts towards such an 
object would be sufficient to increase the 
yoke already sustained in this unhappy 
country. A cruel and barbarous policy will 
not permit the Ottomans to endure on their 
frontier an enlightened, rich, and flourish- 
ing people ; and the frequent revolutions of 
the seraglio, and the no less frequent de- 
jpositions of their princes, their wars, the 
lawless licence of the Turkish soldiery, have 
all contributed to their present condition. 
AH these calamities have diffused terror and 
consternation in the minds of a people des- 
titute of support from without, and of 
strength within, and haye rendered them 
timid, inactive, and servile. 

Such is the vicissitude of human concerns. 
The descendants of the Romans, of the .co- 
lony settled by the emperor Trajan in these 
parts, after having vanquished its original 
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barous people, who by their illustriolis an- 
cestors were unheard of. They have lost 
with their liberty the t?iste of sciences, • arts, 
and industry. The monuments of such apr 
eestors, some vestiges of which are still ex- 
isting in the country, far from making the 
least impression on these degenerate descen- 
dants, have left them as much strangers to 
every sentiment of glory.as they are inca--^ 
pable of reviving their former grandeur. 

Though Walachia, no more than other 
southern countries, has escaped the invat 
sions and inundations of barbarous nations^ 
yet the Roman name and language have 
ever been preserved in it. The inhabitants 
still call themselves Romans, The name of 
Walacliians is without doubt a Sclavonian 
name adopted by the Turks, The present 
Walachians being a mixture of several na- 
tions, their language also is mixed with 
a quantity of terms, so much disfigured, that^ 
it is very often quite imposssible to trace 
their origin. Each barbarous nation has left 
in it some of its own language, and a most 
disgusting jargon is the ;iesuU of the whal« 
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together^ Meanwhile, the Roman language 
has finally been paramount ; but without 
experiencing a better fate in Walachia than 
in the other countries in which^it formerly 
prevailed ; it is even much more corrupted 
in Walachia than in most other platjes* 

The 'Walachikns are in general tall, well 
built, robust, and of a very wholesome com* 
plexion* Diseases are very rare amongst 
them; and the plague, though so frequent 
in Turkey, has never been known in Wala- 
chia, excepting in times, of war, when this 
disease is brought among them by the troops 
who come from Asia. 

It is melancholy to consider, that so beau- 
tiful and fertile a country, situate in so finb 
a climate, and inhabited by beings of this 
description, should be so thinly peopled. 
I am persuaded that the country is capable 
of subsisting five or six times more inhabi- 
tants than it at present contains. Its popii- 
lation, far from increasing, has been dimi- 
nishing for a great number of years ; tlie 
principal reasons for which are easily con- 
ceived: — ^^the despotic government of ihfe 
Turks;' the taxes which tWe^ hd§i^btlaris ob- 
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liged to levy on the country, to be enabled 
to pay the annual tribute, and to buy power- 
ful friends at the court of the grand-sign ior; 
the tyrannical manner of collecting these 
taxes ; the oppressions of the boyards, who 
take revenge on their vassals for the sove- 
reign contempt with which they are treated 
.by the Turks; the freque^it wars in which 
the Porte has been engaged, the conse- 
quences of which have been so sensibly felt 
by Walachia, and of which it has often been 
the theatre ; the barbarities and cruelties ex- 
ercised by the soldiery in times of war ; the 
plague itself, which frequently follows in 
their train; — this combined multitude of 
destructive evils, any single one of which is 
.sufficient to lay waste and depopulate the 
most flqurishing country, contributes in equ^l 
portions to diminish the number of the in- 
^ habitants of this province, and every day to 
increase their emigration. The wise and be- 
nevolent policy of their neighbours receives 
.them with open arms; and Transylvania> ip 
, particular, has derived many advantages 
.from these forced or voluntary emigratiqijs 
of the inhabitants, who in the simil^ity-ef 
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the soH, manners, .and language of Tran- 
sylvariia, acknowledge a second caiiiitrjr, 
and a government less subject to such fetal 
revolutions. 

The manners of the Walachians, as- far as 
I have been able to judge of tliem, are sim- 
ple, and neither embellished nor sullied by 
art. They have pretty closely iihitated the 
Turks, their masters, for the most part adopt- 
ing their dress and modes of living. Tem* 
perate.ki their repasts, they prefer vegetables 
to fruit^i and fruits to the most delicafe 
mieats. Their houses, as I believe I have 
already mentioned, are built and arranged iti 
-the Turkish manner, particularly those of 
•the boyards and persons of fortun^^: It is 
very unusual to^ see panes of glass in the 
- windows ^Of' the houses Jin Walachia; the 
' bladders of pigfe ^ being used as a substi- 
' tute for it: The rooms inhabited by the 
^ women have always this kind of windaws; 
for the Walachians, as well a$ the Turks, 
conceal their women, and exert the utmost 
care to hide them f^^om the curioua observa- 
tion of strangers ; which consequendy renders 
gall9,ntry a quertion of greater difficulty and 
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refinement in each of these countries. Thelf 
virtues and their vices bear ^ strong resem* 
blance to each other. The Walachians, like 
the Turks, are very hospitable among them- 
selves, but reserved towards strangers^ Hos- 
pitality is the more necessary in Walachia, as 
there are very few, if any, public inns to be 
found in it : it is therefore much to be wished 
that this virtue became a general practice. 

The Walachians are very fond of wine. 
They are an idle and covetous, but, i|pon the 
whole, respectable people. If there are any 
common cheats among tbem* they almost 
always prove to be Armenians, Greeks, or 
Jews, who, as well here as every where els^f 
excel in the means of enriching theraselvQS 
at the expense of others. 

What I have just said of the moral cjia- 
racter of the Walachians, and of. their nian-- 
ners and customs, should be understood to 
extend only to the largest portiop of this na- 
tion ; for their persons of distincition, thiejr 
courtiers, and their wealthy inhabitante, 
wholly imitate the Turks, and perfectly re- 
semble them, with the exception only pf 
the unavoidable difference which always re* 
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feihs where the religion ig not the same. The 
Walachians, as well as the Moldavians, fol- 
low the Greek ritual, but are as ignorant in 
matters of religion as in all other useful 
Jcnowledge. And this is not surprising:— -an 
illiterate mind, unaccustomed to every kind 
of reflexion, cannot possibly escape super- 
rtitionw It attaches itself to external cere- 
monies, and blindly believes what false- 
hood is interested to impose.; Phantoms, 
sorcerers, demons, and a thousand other ab- 
surdities engendered by credulity and 'igno- 
rance, and despised by enlightened nations, 
preserve their whole empire in Walachia. 
So long as the Walachians shall be no betters 
instructed, and so long as they have no books 
of merit, it cannot be expected that this peo- 
ple can escape being permanently immersed 
in their present state of ignorance and dark^ 
ness. They havie in general no books among 
them, except such as relate to thpir public 
worship, Witten half in the Greek and half 
in the Sclavonic character, and for the most 
part printed either in Poland or in Transylt 
vania. The priests themselves are abdo** 
lutely destitute of erudition or knowledge/ 
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the whole circle of their science extending 
no further than their being able to r«ad and 
write. 

The history of the human mind is every 
where the same. The first age of any peo- 
ple is an age of barbarism and superstiticfn^ 
Philosophy arrives with slow and tardy step* 
in the rear of luxury and public wealth, aiid 
thus delivers nations from the fetters which 
ignorance, imposition^ and policy, had im« 
posed upon them in early ages, and which 
the genial climate of a more enlightened age 
never fails to dissolve. It will be long y6t 
before the age of illununation reaches the 
borders of Walachia. 

About t^n o'clock in the evening We. 
reached the banks of the Danube, where wef 
found three small vessels which our quarter-* 
master general had prepared for our parage. 
We proceeded to supper at the .house of the 
michmander *, who had erected a tent to re-» 
ceive tis at a small distance from Jhe riven 
Here we were obliged to remain till eight 

' ^ The niichhiander is an officer, one of whose special func^ 
tM!ii9it is to fecdve and entertain the ambassadors vrh<y past 
lhcoaghiusdi#t|ict, . ' 
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O'clock the next mofnlng before our caf- 
riages were ready tb proceed upon the jour- 
ney* 

Wednfesday, yii,f we dismissed our Turk- 
ish guides, who were transported to think 
that they had at length reached the Hmits 
of their charge, and to be able to return 
home with their oxen^ which were extreme- 
ly fatigued. Upon entering Moldavia, we 
found horses ready to convey us> and we 
were not long before we felt the agreeable 
effects of this alteration ; for it was not above 
half an hour before we reached Galatz, or 
Galatschei at the distance of fourt werstes 
from the residence of the michmander. We 
were here quartered in the houses of the in- 
habitants, and no longer subject to the incon- 
veniences of an encampment. Our apart- 
ments wer6 not very large, but were in ge- 
neral characterised by a conspicuous air of 
order and neatness. The houses are of wood, 
and constructed after the Moldavian manner, 
with the roof projecting some way beyond . 
the walls, to defend the persons within frpih 
the heat of the sun^ We were every where 
received with great cordiality and poUt^iess 
t2 
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hy the Moldavian boyards, and found them 
every where attired in their habits of ce- 
remony; that is, a pelisse, and a sort of 
very loose caftan, with white breeches, and 
boots yellow or black. Their caps were 
in the form of a cylinder, terminating at the 
top with four flattened corners, and encircled 
on the sides with strips of the skin oT the 
Astracan sheep. The whole of this accoutre- 
ment is iin 90 bad a taste, and so powerfully 
co-operates with the natural idleness of the 
people, that I have been constantly shocked 
with it whenever I have had occasion to de- 
scribe it in the course of this narrative. A cir-- 
cumstance sufficiently ridiculous respecting 
these slaves in pelisse is, that they persuade 
themselves that their manner of dressing is 
the most magnificent that it is possible to be- 
hold. They pretend that the rest of the Eu- 
ropeans, with their short and scanty skirts, 
look like so many rope-dancers. A boyard 
on horseback, with his short stirrups, his 
knees drawn up to his nose, and his head 
nodding from side to side, like the Chinese 
images that we often see among the orna- 
ments, of our cabinets, conceives his appear- 
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ance to be in the highest degreii^ awful and 
impressive. It is forbidden in the courts of 
the princes of Walachia and Moldavia to 
wear a cap of the same colour as that of the 
prince and his sons. I have been told of a 
Moldavian nobleman, who was confined in 
prison several days, apd on the point of re- 
ceiving the falangue % that is to say, blowi 
on the soles of the feet, for having worn a 
dress of a better taste than that used by ond 
of the. last sovereigns, called Gregory Gika* 
Whilst this vile stave, dressed like a prince, 
says field-marshal de Romanzow, for a bribt 
of some hundred ducats, suffers murder and 
^(Abery to escape unpunished.,. . To such a height 
'Have the cupidity and barbarous ignorance of 
these ridiculous sovereigns, adds the same -au- 
thor, carried their excesses. ' ' ' 
The arrival of the ambassador was an- 
nounced by several volleys of artillery, and 
t>y peals of bells from the churches; of 
which there are four bflilt of very handsome 

* This bastinado is administered in the following maniter : 
The culprit lies on the ground, and two men hold his legs 
in the air, whilst two others strike upon the naked soles of his 
feet. 
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frec-stohe. Thfe hospod^r had sent bis secre- 
tary Kodrik to meet M. de Kotuzow, and 
had prepared the most consideraWe house in 
Galatz for his ^residence. 
. We liad scarcely entered the to^vn when 
I. saw carrying^ along on a cart the rayal 
fi^hf one of the largest that is caught ii^ 
the Danube, and weighing several quintals. 
What astonished me the most in this little 
town, which I visited in the evenings was, to 
find it in so flourishing a state after the 
horrible ravages which took place in it in 
the course of the last war, when, by the 
order of general Kamenskoi, it was almost 
totally reduced to ashes. It is at present 
entirely rebuilt, and contains a considerable 
number of Russians^ This town, as well as 
jnost others in Moldavia, exhibits a long 
range ^f shops on each side of every street* 
The in4i|strip\is activity of the inhabitants, 
^pd itsadyantagepu^ sityatiQn on the Danube^ 
which forms here a very handsome port, 
will no doubt before long restore it to its 
ancient celebrity, and even increase its 
importance, unless the occurrence of a ne\y 
^air should again plunge it into misfortune 
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The most considerable commerce of Mol- 
davia is carried on in this place, and a very 
great quantity of foreign ships arrive in it 
two or three times a year, and again leave it 
for the Black Sea^ and the coasts pf Egypt and * 
_Barbary, whither they carry wogd, honey, 
wax, butter, saltpetre, ^nd grain. The Da- 
i>ub^ is for the most part wedged in as it were 
in this place, the shores being steep, and so 
©ear each other as to make the passage nar- 
row. There are, however, some spots where 
the water has more power to 4iffuse itself 
ovec the ground. We observed in the envi- 
rons^ of this town a multitude of workmen 
. occupied in constructing ships ; and nothing is 
seen oh all sides but wood, beams and diffe- 
rent materials connected with ships and other 
maritime objects. We very soon perceived 
that Moldavia, in the beauty of its climate 
and the advantages of its situation, merited 
a decided preference over the country \ye 
had |ust left, 

I believe I ought to observe, that there is 
no river in Europe more agreeable and use- 
ful to the provinces it waters than the Da- 
^ nube. It unites all the advantages and con- 
yeniejices that can be hy^ any river bestowed 
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on any country. It is iin{x>E^le to cast the 
eye on this river — as distinguished by its size 
and extent, as calculated by its sitqation to 
favour thp most extensive commerce between . 
a part of Asia and Europe — without confes&t 
ing that Walaehia and Moldavia, have re? 
ceived from nature, in favour of their com-? 
merce, all the advantages that other coun^ 
tries procure at a vast expense, by n[>eans of 
canals, the forming and suppprt of ^whiclj 
require large sums of money, These twq 
countries, by means of this and the ptbcr 
rivers which flow into them, naight wi|b gr^t 
ease engage in most advantageous enter-) 
prises : for seeing on one side, towards the 
east, the capital of a great and rich empire^ 
and on the other, towards the west, all the 
arts and fabrics in high perfection, it is easy 
to conceive to vi^hat degree of prosperity 
the commerce of Walaehia and Moldayia 
could be carried ; and it is impossible not ta 
regret that the people who inhabit these 
countries do not possess that spirit of indus-. 
try, activity, and labour, wljich is its basist 

We rested two days at Galatz. At some 
distance from thence, towards the eastern 
mouth pf the Sireth^ we discovered the 
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remains of sm ancient town, now called 
Ghierghina, The coins or medals found ia 
it seem to indicate that it was built in the 
tiipe of Trajan; Every individual of the 
embassy, both young and pld, thought the 
wine excellent, and thqt it deserved the 
praiseis they bestowed op it. That with 
which the Turks had hitherto furnished m 
was in general very bad ; which was occa-^ 
sioned by the rapacity of our principal pur-* 
veyor, who kept the money allowed for 
puich^ing wines of the best quality, and 
pcoGuj^ed us those of the lowest price. 

Towards the decline of day, we witnessed 
ji spectacle under the windows of the gtpart- 
ment we occupied, which for a short iJmfe 
caused us the liweiiest inquietikde. A neigb^ 
bouring house, built of wood, suddenly tcrdk 
£re; and it was to the indefatigable activity 
of the Russians belonging to the embassy 
that the larger part of the town owed its pre* 
aervation, in a moment when it was threafti 
cned with unavoidable destruction. On 
Friday the bacha, with the michmandefri 
dined at the ambassador*s. 

About five o'clock on Saturday, V m^* 
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we left Galatz with the horses which had 
been furnished to draw oiwr equipages; and 
we were already at a tertain distance from 
the town before we could forget bur admi-r 
ration at the rapidity with which it has 
been raised from its ruins. The great 
number of churches situated^ along the Da^r 
nube, which in this place is in some mea-p 
gure diffused over the grounds, was also an 
object of general interest to jUS, 

It was hear eight o'clock when we ar-t 
rived ^t our quarters at Pineva, situated in a 
handsome and fertile plain, on the banks ^f 
a small lake formed by the Danube. This 
village is sUrroupded by a great number of 
weU cultivated or<:hards. There are in this 
canton, as well as in several other parts of 
MoWuvia, a great number qf Tartars and! 
Russians, who settled there at the conclusion 
of the last war, ^ot being able to obtain a 
bed^poi^^ I was obliged tq accommodate 
rnyself u»dcr my tent, in the court "of a 
^plday^an, upon whos^ apartment I wa$ 
unwilling tq intrude, H^ was a peass^nt la 
very comfortable circ^imstances, and hishabi-. 
tation announced perfect order and economy^ 
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The road which conducts to Puzeni being 
Very difficult and fatiguing/ from the great 
number of mountains which continually oc*^ 
cur, and having more than forty werstes to 
tjgavel on this day, we left ouv station at 
Pineva on Sunday morning sobn after sun-^ 
rising. We continued along a plain at a 
small distance from the little river Berlat, 
and encountered several places choked with 
deep sands, which rendered our roirte ex^ 
tremely troublesome. I pcmarkod Ithat all 
tlie country was in a high state of cultiva- 
tion. On this Foad we met with a prodi^ 
gious quantity of villages, gardens, -and fruit-' 
tree^,- that appeared to me to exceed ^ eveiy 
thing of this sort I hp^d observed in the coorw 
of ojur travels. 

Towards nine o'clock in the rtioming we 
passed the Berlat, over a wooden bridge;, in 
oui; way to the village of Tekutsch, situate4 
in a charming country, where we found verjr 
convenient and comfortable accommoda^ 
tions; which we had scarcely entered, when 
the ringing of bells from the church an- 
nounced the arrival of the ambassador. The 
inhabitants came to meet us with two bankers 
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unfurled, and the hetman ^ at their head, in 
a car drawn by two strong and handsome 
horses. Before the war, diis Tillage con- 
tained more than eight hundred houses ; but 
scarcely the eighth part of them are now irt 
existence : almost all of those it at present 
contains are newly built, of which there was 
xio appearance whatever when we passed 
through the same spot the preceding year. 
The happy effects of peace arc already sen- 
sibly felt in every quarter. 

If through a well understood policy the 
two provinces of Walachia and Moldavia 
were to become subject to some considerable 
neighbouring power, it w6uld be easy to 
' foresee and explain by What means the 
country might become one. of the finest 
cantons of Europe. The colonies that would 
be sent there would have no cause for ap- 
prehending the same inconvenicances and 
misfortunes as have been experienced by 
those of Astracan, because they would be 
removed to 2l shorter distance, and wmiid 

* The title of hetman answers in Moldavia to that of 
commandant of city militia, just as, in the Ukraine, it means 
chief of the Cossacks. 
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have all the resources of 'civilised fittropfr' 
to hope for. They might likewise avoids 
the inconveniences to which the estabMif* 
ments of the Bannat of Temeswar have 
feeen subjected, by being more judiciousr 
in the choice of the lands to be fixed o» 
for their habitation. In this view the tracts 
of Walachii and . Moldavia on the Danube 
are the most favourable, and the climate 
itself the most salutary of any to be met 
with. Nothing more would be necessary 
than to drain the lands, and to carry off 
the stagnant waters, in order to purify the 
atmosphere, and render the soil more pro- 
per for cultivation. The opening the mines, 
and clearihg the woods, the tilling the 
grounds, and cultivating vines and fruit- 
trees in a more skilful manner, would be 
objects which in the space of a few years 
might enrich two hundred thousand indigent 
families, who are at present condemned to 
idleness and want, and bring into the coffers 
of the sovereign more than sixty millions 
of livfes. The nature of the soil of the plains 
and hills exhibits in general such favoura- 
ble properties, that plantartions might almost 
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lUty where ^nd Andiscriixiinately be formed 
of rice, tobacco, or sugar— productions that 
are foreign to our continent^ and singularly 
^culated to succeed in this soil. In this 
corneir ^ Europe t^ould then be collected 
almost every object of cultivation known in. 
the globe. The desert, which extends from 
Ja$sy to the Dniesteri and to the frontier 
of Podlakia, in a space of twenty leagues in 
breadth and thirty in length, offers one of 
the best soils that it is possible to meet with 
for the cultivation of barley, whea^ and 
orchards^ There is not a single tree in all 
this space ; but the land is covered with high 
verdant grass, which every where announces 
the abundance of productive salts with which 
it is impregnated. This land is undulated 
on all sides by an infinity of small hills, with 
springs of water at every step. Nothing 
could be easier than to plant orchards in it, 
or even woods, either of which would sue* 
ceed extremely well. 

In another respect, these two provinces, 
offer a new branch of oonimerce to the. 
other nations of Europe^ Bounded by the. 
Dniester and the Danube, both of which 
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fitow^ into the Black Sea, • t&eir ports Yeceiv* 
ships, from the Mediterranean, which can 
arrive in three days from the Boaphoriis to • 
CJalatz and Brailow. The ships of -Bavarian- 
Austria, and Hungary, might all, in a short 
time, be received there^ Hitherto no com- 
i^nerce has been attempted in these parts by 
foreigners with the Walachians and Molda* 
yians. The Greeks and the Turks are the 
only nations who to the present time have 
any concerns with them ; and the enterprises^ 
of diese have been so feeble and languid, 
that the advantages which have resulted from 
them have been aimoist nothing, in compa* 
lison with those which might easily be 
realised: Time, which brings about every 
kind of revolution, may naturally be ex-- 
pected to produce one* in these tw^o pro- 
vinces; but is not such an individual revo- 
lution essentially connected with the fate o£ 
the Ottoman empire in Europe? This qaes*- 
tion can be decided only by the event. 

We were at more than forty werstes from' 
Fockschani, when we discovered the moun- 
tains on which it is situated, in the district 
fpf Slam-Ribhik, belonging to the hospodar. * 
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A small arm o( the Milkow r(in$ through i^ 
which separates Walachia from Moldaviai, 
and divides the town into two parts. In that 
which is subject to Walachia we reckoned 
finirteen churches, six of which were buift 
of brick, and a convent subject to the 
Crreek archbishop of Salonica, capital of 
Macedonia. 

Fockschani was formerly a considerable 
commercial place, in which were paid the* 
duties levied on the merchandize sent out 
of the two principalities ; but it was burnt by 
the Turks during the last war. It was at a 
short distance from this town that the Rus- 
sians gained over the latter a decided victory* 
We perceived from a great distance the diffe- 
rent mountains on which it is situated. At 
thirty werstes from thence, or thereabout, is 
the convent of Otobetschsti, which is subject 
to the archimandrite of this town. The road- 
was pretty nearly the same as when we passed 
through it the preceding year. 

On Tuesday the -rr May, as we had forty- 
five werstes to travel, we quitted Tekutscb^ 
at sun-rising, and proceeded along the Ser- 
ial. Crossing tl^e plains, we discovered many 
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^ill&ges and houses V stnd what caused us no 
fess pleasure, ^Vas the flourishing state o£ 
Cultivation this country exhibited* We had 
repeated opporrunities of remarking as W* 
tvent along, that the vicinity and numerous 
felatrons of the Russians with the Molda- 
tiatfiS had produced the greatest influence 
bii the character and mstnriers of the latter. 
iThty hiahifest the utmost eagerness to divide , 
feeir abode with the Muscovites, and thei^e 
fe every appiearance that this good intelli- 
getice will daily increase. We were equally 
kruck with the resemblance which exists in 
the featured of the one and the other, Ihougli 
a very shoiHi timti has elapsfed since these t\iro 
people begah to intermingfle* 

On the road there are a few inns scat- 
tered here and there/ kept by peasants witli 
Whom the travelWf is sure at least of being 
ladcommodated' with bread and wine> the 
advantage of which is more sensibly felt, as 
<hey are very rarely met with in other can- 
tbns, and but lately established'even on this 
toad. 

Afiter having journeyed for almost two 
iidurs, We begari to perceive tliat the country 

w 
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became more mountainous and woody. . The 
road lay between bushes planted irn^jTight 
lines, assuming the appearance of avenues^ 
and in other places across lands and fields 
sowed with grain of different sorts. Thi^i 
varied succession of hills, plains, and fields^ 
covered with maize, the verdure of which is 
extremely agreeable, appeared like «o many 
English gardens, which we contemplated 
with the most soothing satisfaction. All the 
road as far as Berlat was pretty nearly .th§ 
game. In this place we occupied the same 
apartments as in the preceding year. The 
comparing them with those we had just left 
at Tekutsch gave them the appearance of 
being smaller and meaner than they really 
were. However, the inhabitants of ]3erlat 
are much more comfortable in their circunv 
stances than those of Tekutsch; and it; is im- 
possible to understand better than they do 
every thing that concerns rural economy. 
We crossed by a wooden bridge tlie Ijittte 
river Berlat, which in this placje. winds 
tlirough a delightful valley. The ambas- 
sador was no sooner arrived , and established 
^xi\ 'the pleasant house he had occvipied tlie 
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year before, than the Moldavian .boyaycli 
resident here eagerly, hastened to pay their 
respects to hini. . ^ 

• ' We had rested two dayf when the consul* 
general of Jassy, M. de Severin, arrived ^t 
Berlat. fol: the purpose of congr?ttulating 
M. de Kptusow on his -safe arrival. This 
interview being founded on the simple mo- 
tive of. politeness, . . nothing passed in it -that 
appears to me w:orthy of remark. / ' i 

On Friday tV May, about, five o'clock iri'^ 
ithe morning, we left Berlat, and directed 
our march through a valley which strjetchqs 
^pciongst tilled lands and meadows, as far a^ 
the neighbourhood of the little village of Po- 
kolina, where the country, assumes a different 
appearance, .and is considerably finer. ^ We 
here found a quantity of tretes and brush- 
wood, which cover the two banks ef the 
Berlat, in which direction w^e proceeded^ 
Jnit at a certain distance from the r^ver. itself. 
;^mongst these woody portions of land we 
frequently discovered meadows, filled with 
grass, the height of which indicated the fer- 
tility of the soih It was not pine o'clock 
whein wc arrived in the little hamlet where 

u 2 
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v/t were obliged to encamp. After having 
crossed the Beriat by a wooden bridge, we"^ 
saw at a small distance from the shore a 
large quantity* of bee-hives. The cultiva* 
tion of bees is a very common occupation 
in Moldavia, and those persons who follow 
it are amply recompensed by the great 
quantity of honey-and wax they produce. 

On Saturday, towards four o'clock in the 
morning, we quitted our camp, and still pro** 
ceeded along the same valley, at a small 
distance from the Beriat. After an hour*« 
march we arrived in a swampy bottom, 
crossed by a kind of long bridge fornied of 
thick planks laid by the side of each other* 
Quitting thi« road, which was not nearly so 
good and smooth as that of the preceding 
day, we again found ourselves near the 
Beriat whose banks afford the most pleasing 
vie w> being almost every where adorned 
with woods; it flows in an irregular course^ 
here near the hillocks and mountains, there 
across beautiful plains or in the middle of a 
thick and retired forest, and has always the 
appearance of returning to its original $eat, 
as if unwilling to abandon so beautiful a 
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spot. There are very few countries in Europe^ 
or at least I am unacquainted with any, in 
which the distribution of plains, hills, and 
mountains, is so admirably calculated for the 
purposes of agriculture and perspective as in 
Moldavia. . The face of nature is grander 
and more majestic in Switzerland ; but here 
she is more soft and alluring, if I may ven- 
ture to use this expression. 

Our road lay along the side of the moun?* 
tain that faces this river, which is borderefl 
with woods, extending towards the road. 
The warblings of a great number of night- 
ingales, and other birds of different kinds, 
added new charms to this beautiful morn* 
ing; so that we reached almost insensibly 
the town of Waslui, situated on an eminence 
in a mountainous and woody country. 

The position of this little town is infinitely 
finer than that of Berlat. It is washeid by 
the small river of the same ijame, which 
runs at the foot of the mountain. Our 
quarters on this day were at least as good 
as those we enjoyed at Tekutsch* We were 
}0^ the house of the caidi q£ the tovyn. It 
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was with great difficulty we prevailed' upon 
him to quit the apartment he occupied with 
his family. We regretted the more the in- 
convenience we caused him, as it lasted till 
Sunday, on account of the stay we made in 
this place. 

I took advantage of this day of repose to 
ramble about the pleasant environs of this 
town, and to visit a small village at a short 
distance. The culture of the ground is in 
general well understood in this canton; and 
thif^ Moldavians would pursue this^ object to 
a still higher degree of perfection, if they 
were not from time to time obliged to quit 
their houses, on account of the continual 
wars, of which this country is the theatre. 
I next gained a small wood, filled with the 
most beautiful trees, and a considerable num- 
ber of birds;^ whose notes appeared to me 
equally sweet and various. After having 
proceeded for about an hour, I arrived at 
a bridge which crosses the Berlat; on the 
other side of which I met with plains, here 
and there intersected with mountains covered 
with wood/ As night was advancing, I w^s 
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6bliged to give up my walk. In spite of the 
pleasure it afibrded me, and to resume the 
foad to Waslui. . 

The next day, being obliged to travel two 
long stages, we quitted our quarters at four 
o'clock in the morning, still proceeding 
along the same valley, where we had to 
cross some gentle acclivities* To our right 
we beheld nothing but woods, which, wit|i 
the exception of a few tolerably well cul- 
tivated fields, occupied all the breadth of 
the valley. The banks of the Berlat and 
the Bachlui, which run along these woods, 
are in general extremely rough and steep. 
About half way through the valley, we 
passed near the little village of Unts- 
cheschty, surrounded with woods, which 
form a sort of amphitheatre. In this place 
the ambassador stopped and breakfasted. We 
then again pursued the same route in the 
valley, till we arrived in the environs of 
Skintey, where we encaBnped. This little 
village is situated on the declivity of a moun- 
tain ; and at a small distance from it are 
many thick woods, and a great number of 
considerable villages* 
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We left our camp the next d^y about isi^ 
o'clock, and took a direction towards a forest 
which surrounded us on all sides. After bav^ 
jng crossed several wooden bridges oyer the 
Bachlui, we reached a road much more moun- 
tainous and difficult than that we had hithertq 
followed. From the highest part of thp las| 
of these mountains we discovered the whole 
town of Jassy, and soon after perceived seve-r 
ral Moldavians on hprseback coming to mec( 
us, carrying two banners, and long lance^i 
similar to tho§e of the Cossacks of the Pon, 
Jt was past eight o'clock when we arrive4 
at our camp, pitched beyond a \vood, at five 
werstcs frpnci the tpwn^^ and surrqupded on 
three sides by mountains and woods. Before 
us were several yine inclosures, and a gr^at 
numbef pf pretty country houses* Qn thp 
jnountain the nearest tq us we perceived a 
ponvent^ which had served for ^n hospital tp 
pur troops during the last war. The ambas* 
pador was lodged in a kind of under-grou»4 
c;eUar, to which twp staircases copductedt 
We were no sooner established in this situa* 
tion than several Moldavian boyard§ arrived, 
accompanying the nephp)v of t,\\e prinpe^ 
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who all again departed as soon as ^liey had 
paid their visit to the ambassador. 

On Wednesday the ^t May w© disposed 
pur retinue for our entrance into Jas$y. 
The ambassador was on horseback. We 
had scarcely run over the small space of 
ground which remained of our journey for 
this day, before we reached an elevation from 
which we obtained a complete view of this 
large city. Very near this place wp met 
with an assemblage of Bohemians, encamped 
along th^ road on our right. 

The Bohemians, called also zigans, or cy* 
ganis, travel in troops, like the Tartars, and 
employ themselves in seeking, amongst the 
$ands of different rivers, such as the Motra, 
Bistriea, and others of which I have already 
^>oken, small pieces of gold, which furnish 
them with means of paying their annual 
tribute. These zigans are the only slave* 
in all Moldavia and Walachia. Those be-r 
Jpnging to the prince are the roudars or 
<:arpenters, the oursars, and the laiachis. 
The oursars have received this name from 
the bears they lead about tlie country for, 
gaui. They ate a\9Q farriers. The laiachis 
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work on copper, and, besides, apply them- 
selves to all sorts of low trades. The vatras^ 
or those who live in houses and inhabit vil- 
lages, are exempted from the tribute, arid 
work only for their masters. 

With respect to the zigan-roudars of the 
hospodar, they pay a tribute of gold for the 
privilege of fishing in the rivers, and the 
others an annual tribute. The zigan-vatras 
belonging to individuals are subjected to the 
discretion of their masters. ' Almost all of 
them live under tents, and change the place 
of their abode according to the exigency 
of their affairs, and their views for paying 
the tax they owe to the prince. 

The hospodar had fixed near Jassy, as in 
the preceding year, several tents, in which 
he treated his new guest and his retinue with 
equal politeness and magnificence. " This 
prince, accompanied by a great number of 
the inhabitants of the town and persons at- 
tached to his court, advanced half a league 
to meet us^ always observing the customary 
order. The procession was opened by Mol- 
davian infantry and cavalry. Then followed 
jseveral boyards on horseback, fpUowed by.» 
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quantity of other horses decked in their 
richest housings!. The hospodar closed the 
march, in a state-coach drawn by six white 
horses, and escorted by a certain number of 
his Turkish guards. 

Our camp, which was disposed with equal 
order and cleanliness, was placed in a situa- 
tion commanding a view of the town, and 
in the vicinity of a magnificent garden. We 
assembled about noon at the ambassador's, 
where we were treated with a most splendid 
dinner, at which the Moldavian boyards, as 
well as the hospodar, were present. Music, 
accompanied by singing, played during the 
whole time of the dinner, affording us greater 
pleasure than the concerts we had heard 
among the Turks. . It must not, however, 
be understood, that there were amongst them 
either the skilful masters of Germany, or the 
virtuosos of Italy, The whole talent of these 
musicians consisted in executing little airs 
or rondeaus that are commonly sung in the 
country. Walking about the environs of the 
town towards the evening, I was enchanted 
with the activity exercised by these poor 
Moldavians in rebuilding their houses, that 
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Iliad iKseni totally destroyed during tht 

The next day iH^ had a gala and ball at 
the hpspodar's. The entertaiDment took plac» 
in the same apartment in which the treaty 
pi peace had been concluded^ There were 
present a great number of boyards dressed in 
th^ir habits of ceremony. The prince is a 
little^man with a pleasing couritenance, to 
which his long while beard gave an air of 
gravity, which is common to all the Turkish 
noblemen. He was seated with his wife and 
all his family after (he custom of the coun- 
try, that is to say, with their legs crossed on 
large cushions, in an apartment near to that 
where the gala was held. During the repast, 
\n which every thing was conducted with 
tfeg strictest ceremony, music was intro^ 
duced, which lasted till t|ie evening, at which 
^jne the ladies began to. dance. 

The Moldavian dances differ very much 
from those of other nations. They da nqt 
ia©<5^ two or four together as in Franjce o? 
Poland, but the men and women form a*. 
?ii:cle> hplding each other by the hand, with 
their feet turned inwards; the long rc4 
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breeches of the men reaching down to their 
heels ; the ladies covered from the shoulder^ 
to below the waist with a pelisse, the fur of 
which i§ outside, and which gives them thiri 
appearance of a vast size at the belly ztid 
a compressure at the knee^. In this posttijfb 
they move their arms methodically, attd as 
it were by springs. Their feet go backwards 
zhd forwards, and pass at the samfe mbkn^ht 
from befdre to behind, and from behthd to 
before. The back round, the neck stiff, thd 
fcye meKhcholy and fixed, they turn 'in 
cadence! from time to time, from the ri^ht 
to the lieft, and from the left to the right. 
This dance is very amusing, and is calt6d thd 
chore. When the dancers form simply a long 
chain, joining hands, and then quitting eich 
other for each dancer to make the steps 
arid mtivenients he pleases, it is called simply 
da?itsch, a Polonese expression, which, with 
us, answers' to what we call the galopadc 
or ratheir the anglaise. This last is the most 
in usage ^ih" Moldavian weddings. ' V 

Besides this dance, which is common crn 
days of festival, there is anothfer which "owes 
its origin to superstition. The dancers shotild 
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always be in an uneven number, and it U 
called kalutschencs. They assemble together 
once j^-year, are dressed like women, and haye 
the head crowned with wormw;ood, or some 
other plant. They imitate the feminine voice 
to avoid being known, and their faces are co- 
vered with a white veil. They hold a naked 
sy/ord in their hand in readiness to strikj? 
any person who should have the curiosity 
]to attempt lifting up their veil ; and what^ 
ever consequences might resqlt, ? would b^ 
laken no cognizance of by the laws. The 
conductor of this band of dancers is called 
staritza, and his coadjutor iscalkd primi* 
fmtis. The employment of the latter is to 
a?k the chief what dance he chooses to hav? 
executed, the name of which he, secretly 
communicates to the rest of the ^roop,. ^ 
that the spectators hear nothing of , it. ^ )Un- 
mediately begins the dance i:pen.tioi\ed by 
the staritza, the movements, of. wbi^li ar^ 
as rapid and varied as the differgnt figures 
formed by the dancers. These dapces con* 
tinue during the ten. days betwejeu the As- 
cension and Whitsuntide. Dufi||g^all this 
time these danc.ers sleep no where tbut in the 
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thtirches, a^d tli€ people who follow them 
are too much afraid of sorcerers to choose 
themselves a dijferent lodging. 
'■ When one troop of kaluts^kenes meets 
another, tliey immediately fight. The van- 
guished are obliged to yield place to the 
vanquishers; and the conditions of peace 
are, that, during nine succeeding years, the 
vanquished troop shall acknowledge subject 
tion to the other. The law never inter- 
feres in this arrangement, not even if any of 
the conibatants should have perished in the 
contest. Whoever associates himself to one 
of these troops, is obliged to remain in it 
for nine years. If he leaves it before the 
expiration of that time, it is believed that 
jeyil spirits will, not fail to punish his de- 
sertion. 

I The superstitious portion of the people 
attribute to these kalutscfmies the power of 
curing chronical diseases, and the cure is 
undertaken in the following nlanner :-— l^'he 
patient lies on the groujAd, and each dancer^ 
at a certain passage of the song which ac- 
companies the dance, • walks, lightly over his 
body froni the head to the .feet, tlicji mut- 
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t^W Sofnte ifrotds iii hi^ eit, which Wc ui-* 
. tended for a spell to the disease^ and to com- 
pel it to withdraw. Aftei* having repeated 
the ^&me ^efemony during three da3^i the 
cure, add the people, is necissurily completed^ 
ind all (hat (hd most skilful physicians codld 
ttot effect is thus brought about tvith th<5 
most miraculous facility* Such is the ridi* 
€Ulou5 Credulity of superstition. 

The next day I quitted the general quarfcrsi 
and lodged in a* larger and more convenient 
apartment in the house of captain ispraWriiki 
Thi& <Jourt oihcer is inspector to the ptince'A 
household^ and purveyt)r of 'the bread and 
other inferior expenses^ On tbi« sinae day 
the ambassador sent presents to the hospodaf 
and to his lady^ by Lebedew, first secfetar^ 
and counsellor of state. They consisted of a 
pelisse made of the skin of a black fox^ and 
valued at more than three hundred roubtes ; 
. with four marten skins from Kamtschatfeii 
warth four hundred; an ermine fur* esti** 
tifiatedat eighty; and^ in additi6n, ten pounds 
of tea, and the same quantity of rhubarh. 
The presents for the princes® wer6 coih- 
poetd of an aigrette of diamondsii^ valu^ at 
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six thousand roubles, three pieces of goldl 
stuff worth about three hundred, and ten " 
pounds of tea. The hospodar in return sent 
to M« de Kotusow some gold watches set 
in pearls^ 

in the tridming of Saturday^ 1 visited tWq 
convents. These are the only monuments 
that are worth the trouble of « noticing in this 
town. The first, built in a nniodern construc- 
tion, is decorated with a great number of* 
columns which present no object worthy of 
curiosity. The second is the convent of the 
Three Saintsp built by Wasilius, hospodar 
of Moldavia. It encloses the relics of St. 
Paraskowy- Eighty workmen were occupied 
during fifty years in constructing it^ It is 
a very considerable edifice, and exhibits 
vestiges of the remotest antiquity^ 

The quantity of ornaments which belong 
to it, all ranged in the order of their respec-* 
tl;i^ styles, must have been an object of infi- 
nite labour to the architect who executed it- 
These ornaments are in general very beau- 
tiful, and distributed with equal skill and 
taste« 

iThis architect was but indifferently ,;re- 

X 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



305 
dompensed for his zeal and activity, to judge 
by the legend or inscription which still 
exists* It is said, that, as soon as the under- 
taking was finished^ he was put to deaths 
under the apprehension of his building a 
similar edifice in some other place. 

In the evening there was a ball and 
supper at the ambassador's. All the Mol-* 
davian boyards, with their ladies decorated 
with a large quantity of pearls and diamonds^ 
were present at it, and also the hospodar* 
Our RAissian music was on this day substi- 
tuted for that of the country, and all the 
ladies agreed in according it the prefe- 
rence it so justly deserves over that of Mol* 
davia. 

We did not quit Jassy to go on to Resina 
till about nine o'clock on Monday morning* 
Our departure Was attended with the usual 
pomp, and a considerable escort of Mol- 
davians and principal officers of the town* 
The hospodar again repaired to a camp he 
had pitched at a small distance, where 
he gave us an excellent and magnificent 
breakfast. 

I ^ unwilling to quit this capital of Mol- 
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davja without saying a few words df the 
jprovince in general, and without giiring* 
some details in regard to the .form of its 
government* and the character of its in* 
habitants. 

A small degi*ee of attention to the ancient 
history and geography of this country is 
sufficient to recal to our recollection^ that 
what is now called Moldivia, together with 
the countries lying to the west of this pro* 
vince, was. formerly occupied by the Scy- 
thians. Besides the different denominations 
derived by the inhabitants from the different 
: hordes dispersed all over the country, the 
Greeks named them successively Geta, Daci^ 
am, &c. ; and this last name was preserved till 
the time of the Romans* Trajan, having de^ 
feated Decebalus who reigned there, divided 
Jiis states into several parts, and. settled 
.there a colony collected from the refuse 
-of the principal towns of the \ Roman 
^empire and Greece. The descendants of 
: this colony, who inherited the vices and the 
cowardice of their progenitors, were after- 
wards conquered, and held in a state of 
subjection by the Sarmatians, the Huns, and 
X 2 
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the Goths. After a period of about a huni* 
dred years, that is to say, towards the end 
of the twelfth century, this people having 
considerably increased, and finding them*- 
selves too much confined in the country 
they had subdued, conceived the project of 
extending themselves, and of pushing their 
conquests still further. Dragosch, son of 
their prince Bogdan, apprehensive of caus- 
ing sofne uneasiness to the neighbouring 
people, advanced into the country in the 
simple habit of a sportsman, with an escort of 
three hundred men, in order to judge by bis 
own eyes against what parts it would be most 
advantageous to the subjects of his father to 
direct their attempts, and where to form the 
settlements which were the object of their 
desires. 

Having accidentally met with a buiSalo, 
they pursued him to the foot of the moun- 
tains. A young sporting bitch called MoU 
da^ of which the prince was very fond, 
pursued the animal so long, that he at 
length threw himself into a river, where 
he was killed with arrows. The rapidity of. 
the current causing dbe death of the young 
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bitch who h$id pursued the buffalo into the 
water, Dragosch was so affected with her los$, 
that he gave the river the name of Mold^, 
and the inhabitants of the spot wherie this 
event took place that of Romans ; and took 
himself for a coat of arms the head of a 
bull, which afterwards became .the arras of 
this province. 

Dragosch, at his return from this expedi- 
tion, related to his father's court all that hie 
had seen in the country he had visited, which 
immediately inspired those who heard him 
with the desire of establishing themselves in 
it. A troop of Romans having joined him, 
they set out and arrived in this countiy, 
where the young prince was decl?ired king. 
From this moment it lost its name of Dacian 
and Roman, and acquired that of Moldavia, 
which was unanimously bestowed upon it 
by all the neighbouring people, and even 
by its own inhabitants. The Turks, who 
afterwards ^ subdued this country, called it 
Ak'Walch, or rather Ak-IJlak, th^t is to say 
White Wal^jtcMa, in opposition to Cara-Iflak, 
Black Walachia, or Walacbia properly called. 

Stephen the Great, kinjgpf Hungary^ under 
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whose protection Walachia and Moldavia 
had voluntarily placed themselves, having 
advised his son Bbgdan to restore these two 
provinces to the Turks for a fief, the latter, 
accustomed to give to the countries under 
their subjection the names of the sovereigns 
who governed them*, gave that of Bogdan 
to the district which had lately been ceded 
to them by the prince so called ; but that 
of Moldavia has prevailed in the Tartarian 
language, and is preserved to the present 
time. 

The Turks, become the protectors and 
sovereign lords of these provinces, contented 
themselves with exacting a certain tribute 
from them, leaving them the liberty of elect- 
ing their princes and their boyards. The 
Greek religion, which had been here propa^ 
gated by the monks at the epocha of the 
schism, became from that time the esta- 
blished religion ; consequently the bishops 
and nionks soon became its real soyereig:rts. 
The towns, the villages;, ^nd almost all the 
lands of these provinces, were the property 
pf the priests and monasteries. The Turks, 
ppntent with the tribute and subtnission q( 
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these religioOs usurpers, suffered them to en- 
joy peaceably these advantages. The reign ^ 
of the Greek famiUes in this country began 
in the person of the celebrated physician 
Maurocondato. He was made prince of 
Moldavia; and from that time his family have 
always reigned either over this province or 
Walachia, till the last wars between the 
Russians and Turks. The families of Can- 
temir, Blancovan, Gika, &c. have held the 
same rank; but, in general, neither of those 
families have more claim to these two prin- 
cipalities than a ricH merchant or Christian 
Greek artisan, who has the power to give a 
sufficient sum of money to the grand-visir, 
or the reis-effendi, to purchase the dignity 
of hospodar. 

Moldavia, which is contiguous to Walachia, 
is nearly of the same extent, both in length 
and breadth; that is to say, about eighty 
leagues long, and seventy wide. The boun- 
daries of this province have so considerably 
varied within a fpw years, in consequence of 
the successive wars which have happened in 
it, that it would be extremely difficult to 
ascertain at present its exact extent and limits; 
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It is divided into Upper and Lower Moldavia: 
the Upper, which joins Transylvania, is filled 
with mountains ; the Lower, situated towards 
the Ukraine, Bessarabia, and the Danube^ 
presents a continuation of plains that occa** 
sions a difference in the climate. It is colder 
and mpre wholesome in the mountainous* 
part than in the plains, in which very vio^ 
lent winds frequently prevail. This climate 
is very similar to that of the provinces in 
France heretofore called Burgundy and 
Champagne. The air in general does not 
possess the elasticity and spring which cha-^ 
racterise our western provinces. This is very 
manifest in the melancholy temper and 
inertness of the inhabitants. Though epide-^ 
mical disorders are not common in this coun- 
try, it 16 singular to find amongst them a per- 
son having attained the age of sixty years, 
an.d still more sq that of eighty. The soil 
of the plains and valleys is commonly com- 
posed of a clayey black-looking earth, very 
favourable to all sorts of grain, particularly 
to wheat, which yields here a very plentiful 
harvest. The soil which covers the mountains 
and rising groundsis commonly of 4 grey co- 
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lour, indicating a more considerablemixture of * 
nitre and sand. The soil, however, is in ge- 
neral so fertile throughout Moldavia, that a 
conimon proverb among the inhabitants is, 
that millet has not more shell in Lower Moldor 
via than apples have rind in the Upper. 

All the vineyards situated between Cotnar 
and the Danube possess so remajrkable a fer- 
tility, that one single pogon^ of grapes fre- 
quently produces five hundred pints of wine. 
The most celebrated is that which is pro- 
duced in the environs of Cotnar, a small town 
in the district of Harlew. This wine is not 
very much sought after, as it loses its strength, 
if care is not taken to put it into clean ves- 
sels, and to avoid moving it without first 
drawing it off from its sediment. It is without . 
contradiction the most excellent and gene- 
rous wine in Europe, even surpassing in qua- 
lity the best Tokay. When it ha? been kept 
only three years in a deep apd arched cellar, 
it is as strong as the best brandy, and I defy 
the hardest drinker to take three glasses of 
it without being drunk; however, it is not 

* The pogon is a portion of land which contains twenty-r 
four square fathoms. It is measured with cords marked with 
th^ seal of the hospodar. 
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Jieady. One remarkable quality of this wine 
is its being of a green colour, which be- 
comes deeper and more lively in proportion 
to its age. 

Moldavia produces a great many horses* 

a 

The most esteemed are those of the mountains. 
They are of a small size, and in strength and 
speed very similar to those of Russia. Such 
as are reared in the plains are larger, hand- 
somer, and very much sought after by the 
Poles and Hungarians. The Turks esteem 
them so much, that it is a received proverb 
amongst them, that a young Persian boy, 
and a Moldavian horse, are the two most 
perfect beings produced by nature. All sorts 
of large game are also met with in yery great 
abundance here; and the sportsman easily 
finds objects on which to exercise his in- 
dustry. The forests and the mountains are 
filled with roebucks, deer, boars, &c. The 
carnivorous animals which inhabit these 
tracts are foxes, bears, wolves, dec. There 
is, besides, a particular kind of wolves which 
frequent the plains, and are of a smaller size 
than those which are found in the moun- 
tains. These wolves are particularly at- 
tached to the banks of the Danube, and 
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make their retreat among the reeds of the 
lakes and marshes which communicate with 
it. They exist in large numbers, and do 
great injjary to the flocks. The quantity of 
small game is still more considerable than 
the quadrupeds. Partridges and bustards 
are found here in very great abundance, 
particularly in the vicinity of the Danube, 
and are exceedingly high flavoured. There 
is also here, and particularly on the frontier 
of Pocutia, a bird called by the inhabitants 
of the country jerunla, by the Voles gluschka, 
that is to say, the de^f. It resembles the 
heathcock/ excepting that it is smaller, and 
totally deprived of the faculty of hearing. 
When a sportsman perceives a covey of 
them perched on the trees, he is sure of kill- 
ing all of them, one after another, without 
their being the least terrified by the sound of 
' the gun. or induced to change their place. 
This bird has white and delicate flesh, and 
in flavour surpasses even the partridge and 
pheasant. 

It is sufficient to be acquainted with ea^t^ 
em despotism to have already formed an idea 
of the ^ovCTnment I am about to describe. 
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Moldavia and Walachia, as well as all the 
rest of the Ottoman empire, possess no writ* 
ten or printed laws. All their affairs are 
judged according to the interest or caprice 
of the prince, or the intrigues of his mini- 
sters. Whoever has the means of giving the 
most considerable sum to the favourite of his 
highness is sure to gain his cause. All the 
reasonings, all the proofs of right in an affair, 
are incompetent to produce any influence 
with judges who pronounce a verdict with 
their lips, and scarcely ever in writing. If it 
happens by chance that such verdict is tran- 
scribed on a loose sheet of paper, it does not 
from this circumstance become a greater se* 
curity in the hands of him who has obtained 
this favour ; for there exist no rolls or chan- 
cery in which it could be deposited. One 
would believe, that when the prince has 
sworn by his beard, as is the custom, that 
the judgment is irrevocable; and it would 
in fact be so, if there were no money in tlie 
country. 

Nothing is so cpmmon as to see- one 
trial recommenced ten times under the sait^e 
prince, or under his successor* Let Rous- 
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seau then again tell us, that barbarous nations 
possessing no laws are in a better condition 
than those who live under a regular govern- 
ment. He should be desired to go and reside 
one year in the forest of Moldavia. 

The hospodars of this province, as well as 
those of Walachia, have the title of most se- 
rene highness, which was given them by the 
republic of Venice, and which the other 
princes of Europe have also consented to 
allow them; though in fact the hospodars 
can Only »be considered as farmers of the 
Ottoman empire, and not as the equals of 
the princes of Germany or other countries. 
Their first officer is called the grznd postei- 
nik, and is a kind of first minister, every 
thing at coprt being transacted under hi& 
directions. He is also the inspector over 
the soldiers that are sent on duty to Constan- 
tinople, and are ordinarily called the beszlis. 
He possesses, properly speaking, neither vote 
nor seat in the privy-council. Notwith- 
standing this, there are circumstances in 
which he becomes the pfenipttfenfiary of the 
pirince, and the interpreter of hts wilL His 
daily employment at court' consists in 
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incessantly going in and out of the Marge 
iiall^ where the hospodar sks, carrying a 
black truncheon, at the top of which is a 
golden ball; and the truncheon is the mark 
of his dignity. The reason of this coming 
and going is to report to the prince the de- 
cision of the divan, or supreme tribunal of 
the country,, which is held in a contiguous 
apartment, and is composed of twelve boy- 
ards, or lords of the first cla?s, who for this 
reason are commonly called the twelve. The 
dignity of this class of boyards is^as ancient 
as the government of the hospodars. This 
system appears to have commenced from the 
time of Rade the Great, who, by the advice of 
the patriarch Nifone, as it is pretended, placed 
the offices of this country on the same footing 
they enjoy atConstantii>ople, to judge by.tlie 
danominations which have been given to them. 
There are a second and third postelnik^ 
who also carry a black truncheon ; but these 
are mere subaltern officers, or rather deputies 
to the grand postelnik* Like him they also 
enjoy the privilege of entering the cabinet of 
the hospodar, a prerogative which is not en- 
joyed by any of the three classes of boyards. 
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The second minister is called caminar. It 
is he who is initiated in all the political se- 
crets of the prince. Next comes the high- 
cha^ncellor, without a chancery, as I have 
already mentioned. He is in some measure 
the president and director of tlie council of 
the Twelve. His office is to present to the 
prince the demands of the barons or boyards. 
It .4s for tliis reason that he has preserved the 
Greek denomination of logothcta. He also en- 
joys the privilege of fixing the limits of the 
country, and the property of individuals. 
The mark pf his dignity is a globe of some 
si;ze which he wears at his neck, and is sus- 
pended by a golden chain. At the time when 
Moldavia was in its highest splendor, the 
government of Moncastrum, now called Akr 
kierman, was united to this , place ; but th^ 
Turks having made themselves masters of the 
town, this officer has preserved but the tenth 
part of the district of Tschernauci. There 
is also the second and the third logotheta, 
whose . office is to dii^^atch all papers, con- 
cerning the government of the country, 
decrees, letters, patents, sentences, pensions, 
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kc. granted by the hospodar. Each of these 
are dependent on the caminar. 

The wistemiky or grand^fteasurer, collect* 
the public revenues, and pays out of the royal 
treasury the draughts or ordonnances signed 
by the prince. He has a right of attending 
the privy-council, but he is prohibited from 
Speaking in it< 

The grand camerask, or first chamberlaifl, 
holds the charge of buying pelisses and pa- 
pouches foe his highness and his family. 

The grand pahamik, or cup-bearer, hold^ 
the cup to the prince on all occasions 
of ceremony, or on days of festival* To hifri 
belongs the inspection of all the vineyards 
which are the property of the prince. No 
person has permission to begin his vintage till 
they have made him some presents that pro- 
cure them authority to gather their grapes^ 
which generally takes place towards the 
middle of September. This officer is also 
governor of the canton of Cotnar, known by 
the excellent wines which I have already 
had occasion to mention. 

The grand c<nnis, or great equerry, has the 
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siiperintentfahce of tfie priticfe^s stableS, afe 
well asiof the Branissa, a large and spacious 
itneadow, situated on the banks of the PrutK. 
*r6 him belongs also the care of his carriages 
and other equipages. A part of the reve- 
nues of his place is drawn from the! great 
humber of water-mills constructed on the 
Pruth^ and which every tbird year are 
obliged to pay him a rent of twenty jix- 
doUars or crowns of the empire* 

The grand stolnik or grand master of the 
table has the inspection of all that relates 
to the kitchen of the hospodar. On days of 
ceremony he adjusts the dishes, and is obliged 
to stand opposite to the prince till he has 
drunk three times. Besides these, there are 
still a great number of other officers attach^ 
to the service of the court ; but it Would be too 
tedious to particularise in this place the 
tiature of their emplpyments* 

The hospddar never goes to church, of 
walks out, — in a word, never shows himself to 
hissubjects, — ^without be ingfoUo wed by all the 
officers I have just mentioned. Field niarshal 
de Roman2ow having one day invited prince 
^Gregory Gika to Jake a walk with him in 
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the to\Vn of Jassy, . ** What would my subjects 
say/^ replied the prince, excusing biiTiself> 
y if they were to see their sovereign Cn foot ? I 
leg your excellency to excuse me/' 

Moldavia^ as well as Walachia^ is divided 
inta several districts, each of which has itd 
ispravenik or governor, chosen by the hos* 
podar. The ispraveniks have as it were no 
other employment than the permission to 
rob and defraud wherever they can, and 
these occasions furnish examples of the skill 
of the modern Greeks. When these officers 
are not satisfied with What they gain, tfiey 
havp the address to bring about some prose* 
cution against wealthy persons, who never 
find means of terminating it but by dint of 
5loney. This audacious and unjust practice 
occasions the merchants and citizens to make 
presents incessantly to the prince and his 
officers, under the apprehension of being 
condemned at some time or other to pay 
still moi*e considerable sums. 

The palace in which the prince of Mol-- 
davia resides is an old castle^ which served 
for a stable and infirmary to the Russians 
during th^ last war. The apartments in it are. 
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Very Spacfeus; and almost all the furniture it 
contains is placed in one only of them, which 
is commonly occupied by the hospodar. 
Domestic economy is carried so far in the 
palace of this sovereign, as to exl^ibit a par- 
simony at his table that is not practised 
eveh amongst the most humble individuals of 
France or any other neighbouring country. 
But when this prince wishes to display his 
ma^ificence and wealth, hi§ tables are co- 
vered with china, and plate. What is very 
singular in the economy of these Moldavian 
zitd Walachian despots is, that their money, 
jewels, apparel, and furniture, are always 
kept in boxes> or travelling coffers, a$ if 
they every minute expected to remove. In 
fact they are not to blame, having con-^ 
stantly the apprehension of being dep<^ed 
by force, or carried away and murdered, 
in case of which event this precaution would 
enable their family to preserve at least their 
most valiiable effects. 

All the male children of the princes are 
called beziid^s, which name they preserve 
during life, but it does not entitle them to. - 
iaherit their father's rank* M^ney k the 
y 2 
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obnsideration which prevails over eVery thlil^ 
dse at the Sublime Porte; The condition of 
these bezades is often more pitiable than that 
of the son of the nierest artisan* At Bucha* 
rest, Jassy, and Constantinople, many of them 
have been observed in a state of indigence^ 
on whom the reigning princes bestow small 
pensions, barely sufficient for the necessaries 
of life. 

The town of Jassy contains about thirty 
thousand inhabitants. The capital of Wala- 
chia contains nearly double this number; 
neither of the^e towns have any walls^ and 
the hoMses they contaiil are detached frottl 
eadh other. There exist at Jassy some 
schools to which has been given the osten-* 
fotious name of gymnasia j in which two or 
three ignorant monks give lessons in Latin^ 
©reek, and theology. Prince Ypsilanti hasf 
attracted to Walachia many men of erudi-* 
tion, who have already diffused in it a cer- 
tain degree of learning, which will no doubt 
Become more extensive, if it meet with 
lid opposition from the restless despotism of 
th^ Porte. 

Let us now say a few words oh the main 
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ners of the Moldavians. '* Takfe a^v^ayv^^ 
says prince Kantemir, in the description h^ 
has published of Moldavia, ** take away 
from this people their orthodoxy in religioii 
and their love of hospitality, and very littli 
can be said in their commendation/' Th^ 
Moldavians, in common with other nafiorisi 
have their faults and their virtues ; these kst 
are less prevalent amongst them, because 
their want of education leaves them littfe 
facility to acquire them, and because th^^^ 
possess no other means than those bestowei 
by nature to become virtuous. • * 

Haughtiness and pride appear to be bofh 
Wrth the Moldavian. If he happens to hav6 
i good horse and excellent arms, he believ6^ 
himself the first of men ; and, during hife 
paroxysm of vanity, he would defclare war 
against the niost formicfable potentate of the 
tiniver^e^ The Moldavian is ih geifeiral au- 
dacious, darjpg, and quarrelsome ; "but he h 
appeased with the same facility as he i& 
offended, ^he manner in which the pea- 
sants and even the soldiers fight among eacft 
other is by blows with the fist arid stick. 
Whpevet should haye recourse tp thfe sxVprd 
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to settle his quarrel would be severely pn^ 
Dished by the laws of the country. The 
Moldavians are ip general very jocose, and 
with difficulty suppress their pleasantry wheOj 
furnished with a subject for ^t. Seijtiments 
pf animosity are as soon extinguished with 
them as those of friendship. They are na- 
turally inclined to drunkenness ; and some- 
times pass whole days in drinking, particu- 
larly at festivals, or during the tin^e of incle- 
ment weather. Soldiers are almost the only 
persons who drink brandy \ or if on any par-* 
ticular occasion the Moldavians allow them-» 
selves to drink it, they .limit themselves to a 
small glass before their meals. The inhabitants 
, of Lower Moldavia and those of thefroiitier 
, of Walachia are passionately fopd of wine. 
A question arose one day, whether the Mol- 
davian or the Walachian was the best drinker? 
The persons concerned in the wager mqt 
on the bridge at Foli^schany, which sepa- 
rates Moldavia from Walachia. They pur- 
sued their enterprise, till at length a Wala- 
chiaii fell dead on the spot, suffocated by th? 
quantity of wine he had drunk. The Mol^- 
davians were compensated for the victory 
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they had gained, by letters of nobility be- 
stowed upon therti by die ho^podar. 

The men handle th^ bow, and ianch the 
javelin. With the greatest dexterity. They 
almost always wear a sword by their side, 
and none but sportsmen carry guns. The. 
Moldavians consider as cowardice the using 
this destructive weapon against an enemy. 
They go to the attack with infinite intrepi- 
dity; but their petuUnpe becotpes more mo- 
derate when they are obliged to return to 
the charge, to which no consideration can 
induce them, when they have been twice 
<}riven back. After the example of the Tar- 
tars, tliey sometimes feign tP fly from the 
thick of the fight, in orde? tq draw the 
enemy fifter jhem, sjnd by this s^tratageirt to 
\yrest frpna fiim a victory of which he believed , 
himself secure; They sometimes manifest 
themselves to be very cruel, and sometimes 
full of clemency, when they are victorious; 
l?ut if their eniemy is a Tui;)< or Tartar, they 
consider it as an act of religion to kill him 
immediately, and he among them ^^^ ^^ 
weak enough to spare him would be re* 
girded as a traitor and an unbelievca*. 
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Moderation is a virtue unkbowh to the 
Moldavians. They are haughty in prospe-- 
rity, and effeminate and cowardly in adver^ 
^sity. Nothing appears a t^k to them on the 
first view ; birt if they experience the lea^t 
difficulty, or the most trivial resistance, they 
2fe instantly discouraged^ and no longer 
know what step to resolve on. 

The Moldavians are not only unaddipt^4 
to the sciences, but they* eVen hate every 
thing which any way' relates to them, an4 
are ignorant even of the name of the fine arts 
and belles letters. They believe tbit science 
destroys the exercise of reason; a^d when' 
they speak of a learned peffen, they say, 
that the cfmfimon of subjeets hi has assembled 
in his mz7id has rendaed himinsame. ** Study,^* 
gdd they, ** is ^nly suitable for priest$. It is 
mt necessary for a layman to hnow any things 
piore than to read and writer to sign kis name, 
or make a memorandum if his ox, his horse, or 
his sheep, be black or white; all other knowledge 
is superfluous.'* 

The Moldavians, as well as the Walachians, 
are in general robust and well built; One 
quality among these people which might be 
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of great advantage to military politics is, thai 
jhey are good soldiers, and perform the mu 
litary exercise with surprising agility an4 
address. A remarkable circumstance among 
all nations is, that what they learn with the 
greatest facility is the art of murdering tlMiir 
fellow creatures. The inhabitants of Lower 
Moldivia, through their long habit of being 
in a sttite of war with the Tartars, understand 
the business of arms better than the rest of their 
countt^ymen. They are also more restless ; 
and when they have no enemies to combat 
' against, they not unfrequently revolt against 
their chiefs, an4 ev«n against the hospoda?' 
himself, They are extreihfely ignorant 6n* 
every subject rdating to religiori. They be*' 
lieve in predestination; and pretend thatthri 
author of all things lias predetermined the 
term of the career of every individual, and 
that nothing can either prolong or abridge iti 
duration. They are so impressed with thi^ 
idea, that they plunge into the heat of a battle 
without once reflecting on the probable con^*^ 
sequences. , The inhabitants of Upper M'ol^ 
davia, being less accustomed tothe use of arms, 
possessamore tranquil character. They cany 
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fteif attachment to all the forms pf their reli^ , 
gion to absolute fanaticism : of consequence a 
great nuipber of churches exist in these di- 
stricts, to say nothing of the convents apd 
hermitages with which the mountains are 
filled. The hospodar has al>vays found in these 
Moldavians very faithful siibjects ; and, when 
any troubles have qccurred in the country, 
they have been excited by t^ie barons aji4 
boyafds of Lower Moldavia. 
. The Moldavians are far frpm considering 
the assassinatipn of * Turk, Armenian, or 
Jew, as contrary to,thelaw;s of society. In. 
general, they are not addicted to theft ; how- 
ever, those in thcj neighbourhood of Tartary 
ravfige without scruple, and particularly the 
Tartars, considerifig that they only t^e what 
belongs to themselves; whilst these Tartars,. 
on the contrary, have stolen what they pos- 
sess either from their parents or even frorx^ 
^mie of themselves. 

* The dress of the peasants consists of a long 
robe of coarse grey cloth, close bodie<^, and 
with large sleeves. The citizens, merchants, 
and boyards, wear the pelisse, as J have 
already mentioned. This dress, which is easy 
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and very large,/ does not constrain tlieip . 
limbs or joints. Riding on horseback is tb^ 
only ejcercise they are fond of; and^ during 
the fine season, it is very common to spe 
their youth exert themselves in lanching the^ 
djerid or girit, after the manner of tbp 
Turks, 

The young noblemen destined for places,; 
virhether in the court of the hospodar or the 
provinces, learn the Latin, French, and Ita- 
lian languages; but very few of them are 
tolerably versed in them. The morality of 
the priests, ^nd the philosophy of Aristotle, 
^e the only sources of knowledge they 
possess, : , • 

The. character of the Walachians is in ge- 
neral more lively tban that of thie Molda^ 
yi^ns; they have also more inteliept and cou- 
rage. They exercise hospitality with equal 
pleasure and avidity ; and, notwithstanding 
their n?irrow ^circumstances, occasioned as 
xnuch by the ravages of war as by the vici* 
nity of the Tartars who pillage them unmer- 
cifully, they never refuse to receive at their 
houses any stranger that asks of theni an asy- 
lum. They even furnish both them and their 
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Jiorses, during three days, with every necesn 
sary accommodation, without receiving any 
recompense, in return. The inhabitants of 
Waslui are the only exceptions to this ea:ger-i 
liess of hospitality. These latter not only 
shut their doors to strangers, but even dress 
themselves in rags,, and at first sight of 
a traveller go oi<t to meet him to ask 
^Ims. - 

The Moldavian and WalaGhian- women 
are in general tolerably ^handsome: they 
have a fair coinplexioti, hut are for the ntost 
part pale. Very few of them have light 
hair; but ^ gi^at number have light broWn 
hair, and black eyes fringed with long eyei-^ 
lashes^ and full of fife alnd- vivacity.' The 
^Jrefe of the Wealthy w^^nteti- is a ' kind o( 
long gown without folds, whith hangs <in 
thei body, ''and is fiastien^d with a belt under 
the breast/ so as to exhibit thk charming 
appeAdailt'bf * female beauty with 'every ad-*- 
Vantage to the curious eye of beholders. To 
this robe they, add a pelisse, which they 
always put on when they go out, even in 
summer. The female peasants, who have not 
the means of procuring^ this robe and pelissCji^ 
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coAtent themselves with a cJheirii^ei 6rt>a* 
mented with work on the shoulders, and ^ 
coarse linen apron, which they tie round tha 
waist like a. sash, and which descends as lo\if 
fts .the calf of the leg. It is considered a 
breacb of the rules of decency for a married 
woman or widow to suffer her hair to be 
seen ; and it would be the greatest affront 
that could be offered to her to uncover her 
head in public* The young girls, on the 
contrary, would consider it dishonourable' to 
cover their heads even with a simple veil^ 
intending by this to give a high idea of their 
virtue and chastity. They twist their hair 
into tresses, sometimes letting it fall over their 
shoulders, or sometimes festening it in the 
form of a helmet. They frequently add to 
this head-dress tufts of diamonds or flowers* 
The female peasants dress their hair simply, 
and form a sort of crown with it on the top 
of their heads. 

Though the women in this country am 
pot so vigilandy watched as among the 
Turks, they however very seldom quit their ^ 
houses or show themselves in public, this 
being a. licence enjoyed only by the lower 
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ordeh of people. The ladies arc afcciisect 0/ 
being fond of wine: I have, notwithstanding/ 
always heard that sobriety is one of the vir* 
lues, on the observance of which they pique 
themselves, and that this quality adds to the 
degree of esteem of which they are sO 
tenacious; They eat as it were in secret ; 
and they cafry their attention to this object 
so far, that it is almost impossible to see their 
teeth when they are eating. 

The fair sex of this country arel singularly 
addicted to love ; many instances of this oc- 
curred during the residence of the Russian 
troops in Moldavia and Walachia. Every 
soldier, as well as every officer, had his mis- 
tress^ and 5^11 the women deserted their farai-* 
lies to follow these conquerors of the Turks* 
Adultery^ however, is very rare among the 
Moldavians. Unmarried youths do not con*- 
sider it a breach of decency to indulge them** 
selves during celibacy in secret amours; and 
it is common for their parents to say to them, 
** My son, take care never to steal, or to com-^ 
iriit murder, because we have not the means 
of rescuing thee from the gallows; but thy 
life will never be in danger from an affair 
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of gallantry> provided thou hast sufiicient to 
pay the tschugubinate}" or, in other wofds^ 
the bawd, male or female. 

The character of the Women in these two 
provinces is mildness itself. The slaves of 
their parents, their husbands, and even of 
their lovers, the Moldavian and Walachiaft 
women acknowledge no other law, no other 
supreme will, than that of the men. The 
husband speaks, and the wife approaches 
him tremblingly, kisses his hand, and de- 
mands pardon. I do not know of any fe- 
male, with the exception perhaps of the 
princesses, w^ho can read or write* The 
Greeks pretend in this respect, that women 
should know no more than what their hus- 
bands choose to teach them. 
» The Walachian and Moldavian languages, 
-excepting a few words, are the same; and 
principally derived from the Latin. Certain 
words from^ those of Turkey and Tartary 
have crept into it, and altogether form a 
barbarous language devoid of energy. Their 
written and printed characters are made 
up of Greek, Russian, and Tartarian. The 
vulgar Greek is the polite language of the 



Digitized 



by Google — 



336 

ebtirt of the hospodars znA the barcfns, la 
which the Italian and the French are alsd 
spoken ; and the taste which has manifested 
itself for works written in the latter language 
would be at present an excellent object of 
coinmerce, if the patriarch of Cdnstantinopl0 
had not menaced with the anger of heaven 
all those who should read catholic books^ and 
particularly the works of Voltaire. 

In a space of near six hundred leagues 
kt circumference, occupied by Moldavia 
and Walachia, there are not more than 
600,000 inhabitants. I do riot believe thart 
there is any country in Europe in which 
$o considerable a mixture of nations is to be 
founds Besides the! Moldavians, whose an-* 
cestors came out of Transylvania,, they are 
imposed of Greeks^ Albanians, Servians, 
Bulgarians, Poles, Cossacks, Russians, Hun?- 
garians, Germans, Armenians, Jews, audi 
Bohemians or Zigans. The chronicles of 
Moldavia relate, that this province formerly 
contained more tljan 40,000 fighting mien. 
The hoepodar at present could not muster^ ac 
most, more than 10,000. His ordinary reve- 
oftues amount to about 3^000,000 of livre* 
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Toumols. Those of the prince of Wilachia 
amount to nearly twice as itiuch. It is put of 
these revenues that these princes pay a tri-* 
bute to the Porte; the first, to the amount of 
a thousand bourses ♦> and the second fifteen 
hundred ; without including the presents they 
are obliged to make to the grand officers of 
the seraglio, in order to retain their places* 
Let us now resume the historical part of our 
journey* 

Leaving the camp near Jassy, \vhere the 
hosipodar had taken leave of us, we proceed-* 
ed along a mountainous road, that conducted 
us to a height from which we enjoyed an 
extensive and niost delightful prospect* At 
the foot of the mountain winds the little 
river Schischy, whose banks are adorned 
with several pleasant villages* The whole 
country is covered with trees and thickets* 
We discovered to our left the agieeable habi- 
tation of the celebrated count de Romamzow. 
Descending from the mountain, we found our- 
selves on the hanks of the Schischy,^ which 
w^e crossed by a wooden bridge at, some di- 

* The bourse It equivalent to twelve hiuidreid. livre« Tour« 
»ois* ^ 

2 
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^nce further. After gding through z sttiitU* 

wodd, we arrived at a boat bridge on the? 

Prath.^ We ncx^ dhr ected our steps towards 

the mountains, and another wood of rathet 

large extent, at the eifremity of which we 

discovered Resina, situated on a mountain di* 

vided by two valleyS/ in one of which a part 

of this village is built, and the other on the 

jftountain. On all sides nothing is seen but gar-' 

dens and plantations of fruit-trees, evihcmg 

the acti^^ity exercised by the Moldavians to 

enrich this country, and to repair the disasters? 

caused by the war. On the back jfert-^f thd 

mountain we observed a large extent of 

Arable land, which appeared to us to be cuU 

fivaied with the same attentioi*^ The part of 

the village vi^e occupied was gloomy and ill 

lighted, but possessed a cleanliness which 

amply made us amends for this trifling dis^ 

advantage. 

The next day we left Resinai in Very bad 
Weather, which lasted the whole day. W^ 
observe<d on this road nothirtg but a succie^ 
siori- of valleys and rhoimtains, the latter of 
which were in general very elevated, parti-' 
c^iilarly those which present themselves bcj 
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y-ond the tolumti built on the spot wher6 
prince Potemkin expired.. The road hetH 
turns to the left, and proceeds along a moun- 
tain covered with thick wood> at the extre- 
mity of which our conductors lost their way ; 
so that it was noon When wfe arrived in the , 
village of A^^oltschinesti* Our quarters appear- 
ed doubly agreeable to us, in consequence of 
fhe^^xtraordinary civilities exercised towards 
us by tfi charmirig young Mdlda;vian woman 
in whose houfee we were lodged. The si- 
tuation of this villige is very fine* The 
hoiises ire rather lonely ih the wood and iif 
the moutitain ; biit this takfes nothing from the 
beauty of the site of thi$ canton, \^diich ap-* 
peared to us very highly Cultivated. Ma- 
dame de kotusOW, being informed of the ar-^ 
rival of her husband, came with her two 
daughters as far as this place to meet him. 
It Would be difficult to witness a mofe affect- 
ing scene than this interview exhibited. /A 
little gala was given in honour of the meet- 
ing; in which we all partook' with 'So much 
the more eagerness and pleasure, as it fur- 
fiished u^- an opportunity to demonstrate to 
*wr ambassador, the esteem and gratitud6i 
z 2 
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With which the particular attentions ani 
kindness tie bad loaded us in the course of 
the journey had inspired us. 

The nearer we approached to the frontier,, 
the, more occasions we had of admiring the 
care and activity with which these respectable 
Moldavians apply themselves to the cultiva- 
tion of the groui>d. Vine inclosures/ fields^ 
and rae^<Iows, incessantly exhibiting new 
proofs of the industry of the inhabitants the 
more to increase the natural fertility of tlie 
soil, on all sides met our view. This country^ 
successively laid waste by the gloomy po- 
litics of the Porte, and by the sanguinary 
iirars of A;t^hich it has incessantly been the 
scene, is now rapidly emerging from, its 
ruins; and its prosperity Cannot fail of in- 
creasing daily, if it be allowed to enjoy that 
repose of which it stands so much-in need.. 
The land every where presents the image of 
tlie most abtindant fertility, which is greatly 
. assisted by the quantity of rivers and springs 
it contains; a circumstance which these 
industrious inhabitants know how to turn to 
their advantage. It is this position of things^ 
which collects them again together after an 
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ttnliappy war, notwithstanding the continual 
apprehensions they suffer of being driven 
from their peaceful abodes. Though they 
have not yet enjoyed more than three years 
the sweets of peace, almost all the towns and 
villages are entirely repaired. If tranquillity 
were permitted to prevail during a few years 
in this country, every mark of desU-uction 
would be soon annihilated. But, as the prince 
wlio governs it is not «ure of retaining his 
pilace two days together, liis whole scheme 
of politics consists * in ruining it by contri- 
butions and taxes, extorted with the view 
of providing a fund for himself in case of de^ 
position or flight. In general, the dragon- 
mans of the Porte are the persons on whom 
the dignity of hospodar is be^owed, he who 
offers most being sure of obtaining it. Thfe 
weakness of these princes, who are both 
created and dethroned by means of money, 
is a continual misfortune to the nation they 
govern. The result of this is, that the 
people are always at the mercy of a despotic 
and avaricious master, who is continued or 
set aside , at will, according to the interest of 
iH^ moment, and the greater or lesser wai>t 
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of xojoncy experienced by th^ first officers^of 
the court of Gonatantinople, who have al- 
ways an intecest either in causing the ruiji of 
these princes,, or sustaining them in their si-» 
tuations. The causes of this frequent and 
perqipious v^f iation have already been pointy 
ed put iT\ what wp have sai4 on the subject 
qf Walachia, treating of the uncertain exis^* 
tence of the hospodars. 

The Turks, through a refinegxent in. po- 
litics, have left to these hospodars certaii\ 
prerogatives tending to flatter their vanity, 
'^'hey have piermitted them to preserve tha 
title of prince, and to* have a court and a nu- 
merous retinue of officers, which perpetuatq 
the semblance of their past grandeur. Agree- 
ably to this same policy, they never directly 
interfere with the interior government of the 
principality, Vising unwilling to shock the 
W^lachiaivs and Moldavians by an open an^ 
useless ^ct of injustice. At the same time^j 
self-interest has prevented the sultans fron^ 
Vpiting the?i5 two provinces to. their empire, 
and frQpi declaring themselves abisolnte 
inasters of them. Such an union wx>iil4 
hay? QCeasioned them tq lose a gre^t part o( 
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the revenues they at presi^nt tlra^from-fhem'; 
for, though they possess ai> al?soti^t6 power 
4^ver these countries, theiy ha^e not th^t of 
raising new taxes in their own states, nor evea 
of inerej&ing those already established. Every 
sultan who has ventured e^ m^y innovation ia 
this respect hag always done k at the risque 
of his crown. 

This political situation has added weight 
to the yoke fliftached to this people, and en- 
tirely destroyed the advantagesr be^owed 
upon them by nature. It is not astonishing 
|hat during a vVhole century scarcely a single 
prince has appeared, who has merited the 
ponimendation» ?andi altai:hment of his' subj^ 
Jects, by wise and salutary regulations. Not 
!9n€>:q( them has had leisure enough for this 
jkind of conduct ; and all of ihemhavepeces^ 
jarily been apprehensive of incurring the dis-» 
pleasure of masters inclined to jealousy, and 
not ^t all disposed to render the condition of 
^e people either ea^er or happier. 
, Some hospodars have made an effort to 
estaWkh certain regulations for the admini^ 
stratioa of justice ; but they have served no 
ptli^r purppse thaci to render more intricate 
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the chaos of the laws. Several of these 
princes have also directed their attention to 
the subject of finances, but with the sole view 
of augmenting their revenues by taxes, with- 
out disquieting themselves in regard to the 
fetal effects these taxes must necessarily pro- 
duce. In the number of these hospodars, the 
one who did the greatest injury to his coun- 
try was Constantine Maurocordato. Without 
entering into an estimation of his moral cha- 
racter, we may assert, that he was a bad poli- 
tician, and a worse financier • His first inten- 
tions were perhaps not reprehensible : it is 
even certain, that he gave a degree of order 
to the finances in the commencement of his 
reign ; but in general he only employed 
palliatives against inveterate evils ; and, with 
the exception of a few modifications, he never 
departed from the ancient plan, which was a 
vicious one. Far from thinking to rest the 
principal weight of the taxes on the produc- 
tions and the consumption of the country, 
he increased the poll tax, and abandoned his 
other revenues to farmers, after the example 
of his predecessors. ' 
THis s^roe Constantine Maurocordato, per-* 
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celving himself on the point of behig a victim 
to the cabals of his enemies, and of ceding 
his principality to his rivals, conceived that 
it would be possible to save himself hy at 
once adding half a million of lews to the tri- 
bute he already paid to the Porte, This in- 
considerate proceeding not only plunged his 
country into an abyss of misfortunes, but 
proved the source of his own disgrace. Five 
hundred thousand lews, payable at the com- 
mencement of each reign, was a sufficient 
inducement to the Turks for contintially 
changing the hospodars, in order to obtain 
this Slim the oftener ; so that this expedient 
produced the double effect of ruining the 
coiriitry by insupportable burdens, and of 
degrading the dignity of the princes. But 
let us resume the thread of the narration of 
our journey. 

Wednesday 4t May was a day of repbse, 
and' we devoted the beautiful evening which 
terminated it to exploring the woods and 
mountains of Woltschiti^ti, which is cdn- 
sidered as the most agreeable spot in all'Mol- 
daviat It is impossible to tesist the cdnstantly 
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Renewed pleasure caused by its luimerou^ 
orchard^, delicious woods^ and die quantity 
of villages scattered along the road« 

On the following Thursday we quitted 
Qur qtf^rters at three in the morning. The 
kin4 and gracious reception we had re-^ 
ceived from bur young Moldavian hostess, 
the pleasure we had experienced in admir-r 
img the order and management w^hich pre-* 
vailed in her domestic arrangement, increased 
the regret we felt in taking leave of her. 
She appeared the more sensible of our gra* 
titude, aa the; eagerness we manifested to ; con* 
yinoe.be^ ofjit indicated less, of thai prid^ 
which is scrupulous of receiving obligati<?f^Si 
tba» of the sentiments of a heaxt which fft?Ji5 
to pay what it owes^ and whjch finds a new 
pleasure, in aQk^o^ylcdging tlije yajue of thg 
benefit it has received. . ; , 

We continif ed ouxraapch in a valley, wjiere 
^e found ^olerj^bly; gpod rqads, aotwithstap^? 
ing aetveral swamps* A^^hiph we (jro^sed by 
bridges, tb'^t ha^'J^eejd constrtjicted, or r*» 
theT; rqp^red,. for oui; paWge. Each sid« 
of the cW.ia bordered.by;9aQim 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC ' 



S47 

^.ith woewls. In two hours we arrived dX 
Kalarasch, where our quartern were still mor^ 
comfortable than the la,st. This village,, .^ 
well as the greatest part of those inJVfoid^i? 
yia, is- situated on a range of eminences ffie^ 
derately high, and full of woodi?. The yal'iey 
at the foot of them ia extremely marshy, mA 
strong dyke§ are erected to draiii it* 

As we had eight leagues to acqomplisb 
on the following day, we left Kalarasch a!i 
four o'-clock in the. morning. The w^ 
wag in general pretty ^od and eve^, The . 
woods, which cover tj^e cjhain pf moUfotaija^ 
that appears ;9r>. each sid^, a?€ i^s^nsibly k)$t 
s.ight of, kaving the? t^c^ui^try^ ^ littj^ IthwQ 
eixposed to view;- It was near ten q'Glo<;l^ 
when we arrived atrK^isph^/eyp^ s^ ]j^t$\e^ t^Wft 
i^tuated in a plain on, the 5ugu> ^K^Ji9J^ Pff^J^ 
ties itself into the D^eister. It ^ffuiii^ ^f wq 
ijhurchiesj vi^bich are tpl^rajbly ha»45Offl0«t 
l^Ullt of stoi^, and Q?V ^ qvt^f^y^nc^. . Qnf 
cj^uartei? heye were in^nitejy l^sj? ^grq^ahl^ 
thwi thoi^p af Woltscl)ieiiestu We weie at 
t^Q hpMSQ Q^ an old widow, .wh<?, witJi.hej 
fifiin^ h^dtcome, fi^om DsJ?i^3«r tg settle in thi» 
pkce. Tim cQwparispA \ye: w4^ betw^w 
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' our new hostess and the charming Molda- 
vian was greatly to the disadvantage of the 
former. An epidemical distemper, a very 
singula occurrence in this country, as we 
were assured, had just begun to manifest it- 
self in this town, by tumors, and a general 
swelling of all the parts of the body, and 
had already made considerable ravages. 
'thh did not hinder us from making a short 
stay in it. We found it a very considerable 
towB, and principally composed of shops. 
' On Sunday the ViSS' as we had a stage 
eighteen werstes long to accomplish, we left 
Kischnevo by five o'clock in the morning, 
and took a direction across hills and mo,un- 
tains, from whence we discovered the banks 
ctf the Dneister, which forms the new limit 
between Russi'a and Turkey. This country 
is in general very naked, and does not ap- 
jifear nearly so well cultivated as that through 
tl^Wch we had previously travelled. About 
seven o'clock, after having reached the first 
of these mountains, we soon arrived at the 
village of Baschkany, situated between two 
hillsi The civil and friendly reception oi? 
our hosts rendered' our new quarters ejc- 
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tremely agreeable to us. They ofiered us, 
with the frankest cordiality, a rustic t^reak- 
fast, which we readily partook of* To- 
wards the close of day we walked in the en- 
virons of the village. We found this valley 
filled with a great number of gOirdens and 
fruit-trees of every description. They pay 
great attention in this place to the rearing of 
bees, to judge by the quantity of hives we 
saw in our passage. In the evening we re- 
ceived a visit from the count of Besbarodkon 
major-general in the Russian service, an4 
brother of the minister who was just arrived 
from Petersburg. His intention was to assist 
at the exchange which was to take place be- 
tween the two ambassadors. We were struck 
with his resemblance to his brother, as well 
in his person as manners; and disadvanta- 
geous opinion that several among us had had 
occasion to form of that brave officer, indu- 
ced us to treat him with the utmost respect 
and attention. 

- On Monday we had very bad weather; 
but, with the exception of a few hills, tole- 
rably even roads. We had scarcely reached 
a height in > the environs of the first of 
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iWo villages through which we f^issed, thitt 
w« perceived the Dneistcr, which in this 
place forms a grtJat number of circuits, andl 
flows in a plain of rather considerable extents 
This, discovery excited the highest gratifica- 
tion among the Russians, so great was their 
delight from the idea of soon again behold-* 
ing their coutjtty. We proceeded on this 
day with- so quick a pace, that at the end of 
an hour we had already reached Kriuleni, 
a village on the frontier of Moldavia. We 
Encamped very ne^r this place, at a short 
distance from the Dneister, on the banks of 
Ivhich was pitched the camp of the kihaia 
of the bacha of Bender, He was attended> 
As in the preceding year, by a great numbef 
of traders, whose shops formed a kind of 
little fair. The shore of the river was fur- 
ftished with several pieces of cannon. On 
the opposite shore was encamped the regi- 
ftient which escorted thj& Turkish ambas^ 
sador. All the craft was already prepared 
for the passage ftt the moment when the ex- 
rfiartge of the two envoys was to take place* 
Our ambassador, accompanied by the MoU 
4avi&n h64n^an, a^4 by a great nUmbef of. 
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persons belonging to his suite, about hoort 
came on horseback to the camp, in a cos^ 
tume of ceremony. In the evening he re* 
ceived, on the part of the Turks, a coUaiioii 
for. fifty persohs, as a mark of the hospitality 
enjoined by their laws. The next day he 
received a visit from the Armeflian arch- 
bishop, Gregor Leopold. Soon after din-* 
ner the greatest part of the aboses, or con- 
ductors of the baggage- waggons, belonging 
to the two embassies, set out towards theit 
. respective frontiers. 

Wednesday, V?S; was the day ultimately 
fixed on for the exchange of the two am** 
bassadors, and consequently that of the rfe- 
nouanent of this comedy. Our people were 
all up by break of day. Towards eleven 
o'clorck, the bacha, who had been our faith- 
ful travelling companion as far as this place, 
ZTt& the kihaia of. the bacha of Bender> 
with his first secretary, jiresented themselves 
at Aie tent af M. de Kbtusow. Their arrival 
was announced by the sound orf Turkisft 
music. They were followed by a great 
number of persons" on foot and horseback* 
After a short harangue, which wis transratetJ 
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to M.vKotusow by the interpreter, we put 
ourselves in marching order, and proceeded 
towards the shore^ where our bacha waited 
for us in a magnificent tent, the entrance of 
which, decorated with high columns^ per* 
fectly resembled the fa9ade of a church* 
The regiment which had accompanied the 
Turkish ambassador was under arms on tha 
opposite shore of the Dneister, along the little 
mountain, which borders this river^ Count 
Besbarodko was waiting also for the Turkish 
envoy, who soon appeared with all his suite, 
advancing towards the tent which was erect- 
ed on the shore. Immediately M. Pisani, se* 
cretary to our embassy, and myself, crossed 
the river in a very handsome sloop,, to offer 
proper congratulations to the Turkish am- 
bassador, and to invite him to execute the 
purposed exchange. When we had accom-" 
plished our errand, we repassed the Dneister 
to return to our own party. The two shores 
were covered with spectators, who had 
come from the neighbouring villages to wit- 
ness this ceremony, which had been an- 
nounced by several volleys of heavy artillery. 
The two ambassadors arrived at the same 
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moment in Iheir respectiv^e sloops at' the 
vessel which Was in the middle of the river, 
and contained a small green building, in 
which the exchange was to take place. A 
Hew discharge of heavy and small artillery 
announced the event. Every person then 
went on board, and each party was conveyed 
to the shore of its destination. The joy ex- 
periei!iced by the . Russians, as they ohcd 
more approached their native soil, was ma-* 
nifested in the most unequivocal manner, in 
mutual hilarity and congratulations. 

As soon as we had finished the excellent 
breakfast which had been prepared for us by 
€ourit Besbarodko, we took the road to Du- 
bassar. The regiment which had accompa- 
nied- the Turkish ambassador opened tlie 
march. It was near six o'clock in the even- 
ing when we arrived at our quarters. No- 
thing could equal the satisfaction I experi- 
enced in having at length the power of re- 
posing in a good bed, after all the fatigues 
of the day, having been on my feet from 
four o'clock in the morning. We thus 
quitted the beautiful country -of Moldavia, 
from whence we passed to th« plain of Oc- 

2 A 
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zakow. The two following days afForded 
nothing remarkable, or that merits being 
related. 

On Saturday VJ^^S the ambassador and 
count Besberodko gave jointly a ball to the 
ladies of Dubassar. This little town hjis been 
every day^ gaining importance and extent, 
since it has been under the benevolent pro- 
tection of Russia, Its environs are filled with 
gardens, and fields in the highest state of cul- 
tivation. A great number of houses are 
building on every side of it, which will soon 
considerably increase the town, and contri- 
bute to its embellishment. On the two fol- 
lowing days several persons detached them- 
selves from the embassy, to go on before, and 
reach Petersburg the sooner. AVe remained 
at Dubassar till Tuesday. 

The next day, 44^ JJS; was the day at length 
fixed on for our departure. AVe proceeded 
in the same order as before. Each Indivi- 
dual was obliged to provide himself with what- 
ever he might want, and had permission to 
set off when he pleased. As we were attached 
to the civil department, we were obliged to 
Tvait for the ambassador's orders before we 
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could make any determinatioiis. Otif daf-* 
tiage being very heavily loaded, my coni-- 
panions and myself were allowed six hofses 
to conduct us to Elizabeth-stadt, which Waii 
330 werstes distant. As in the pre<;eding^ 
year we had gone as far as Baltai by the 
plains of Oczakow, and had several times 
lost our way> We now resolved to take our 
direction through the Ukraine^ and this was 
the fourth time we saw the Dneister. The 
roads we met With were v^ry good, and in 
general tolerably even; and we should have 
had reason to be pleased with the journey,' 
but for the cold, which on that day was very 
piercing. We observed on our left the little 
river Egorlic, which falls into the Dneister 
at a short distance from Dubassar- The two 
shores are covered with a great nuhiber of vil- 
lages^ It was near noon when we arrived at 
Okna, situated on the little river I have just 
spoken of, which flows between two chains of 
hills. This village belongs ta general Stursa, 
of a distinguished Moldavian family ; who, 
as well as many others, came to seek pro- 
tection and an asylum on the Russian terri- 
tory. The inhabitants of this village ai'e also 
Moldavians, After dinner, \ve accomplished 
2a 2 
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the twenty wetstes which remained fof us 
to travel, and reached Birsowa by a road 
through beautiful ' plains, on the left of 
which appeared several small tnouotains. 
We were scarcely arrived in this place, 
where we were very comfort^ly domici- 
liated, than the ambassador passed through 
it in his way to Balta, Birsowa is situ^ 
^ted in a very fertile valley . between two 
ijmall mountains^ and crossed by the little 
river Egorlic, which was fcytmeily the 
line of demarcation between Russia and 
Poland- 

. The next day we resiirtied our march by 
five-o'clock in the morning. With the ex- 
ception of the mountain we mpt with going 
aut of this village, and some other small 
elevations, the road was in general tolerably 
even. After marching some hours, we reached 
the abode of a hermit, who had built himself 
a little pell partly. under ground, at the en- 
t^-ance of the plains of Oczakow*. We 
Very shortly after discovered, at the foot of 
the mountain, the town of Balta, situated in 

*, All the environs oF Oczakow present absolutely nothing 
but a naked country, and the Russians call this kind of d^sert^ 
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a bottom, on the banks of at small river called 
tiie Kadim, and liaed with villages and coun- 
try houses^ We revisited this little town v/ith 
very great pleasure, and stayed to, dine in tL 
We were told that general Suwarrow had' 
stayed five days in it very recently, accom-' 
panied by eight regiments he commanded, 
with which he was proceeding to Poland, in 
order to quell the troubles whi^h had broken 
out. Our ancient host, to whom we paid a^ 
visit, appeared delighted to see us again. 
His first question was to know if the peace 
would be durable. Having told him we were 
ignorant on the subject, our reply put him into 
so ill a humour, that wetook leave of. him 
without waiting for the result of the reflexions 
our answer appeared to suggest to hhn. 
' We had scarcely finished dinner before 
we again set out on our journey/ The roads, 
though a little sandy, were pretty good. We 
left on our right a little chain of mountains, 
ilnd passed through several vrllages, the 
neighbourhood of which contained nothing 
but well cultivated fields. We reached the 
tillage of Gross-Bobrick, forty werstes from 
Bstlta^ about five o'clock in the evaiing. One 
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of the Poles, who form the greatest portion 
of the inhabitants of this to\!v^n, offered us a 
clean convenient apartment, with windows 
having large squares of glass, (a very singu^ 
lar circumstance in this canton) under whose 
roof we passed the night. 

The next day, after thanking our host for 
the excellent accommodation he had be- 
stowed upon i|s, we quitted this town about 
five o'clpck in the niorning. At liberty to 
choose between t\vo roads which now pre- 
sented themselves, one of which turned 
^ound the mountain and was very sandy, we 
preferred, as the shortest, that which crossed 
it more directly^ ^ftev tvy^o hours* march, 
we arrived at its summit, froni \yhence we 
discovered Krivpn-Osero, within two stages 
of Olyippol, and situated in a plairi at the 
foot of a mountain, Following thi§ road, 
we arrived about noor^ at Kumirowa, thirty* 
six werstes distant fron> Gross-Bobril^, The 
civility with which the inhabitants receiyed 
vs induced vjs to stay witl> tjieiii a couple 
of hpufs, Our conductors, who had previa 
pusly acted in that capacity to the Turkish 
grohftssador, and I^ad npt received aij Q^h 
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for (their trouble, through a knavery df which 
the ambassador no dpubt was entirely igno- 
rant, testified a great deal more satisfaction 
in our service, and se;emed sensible of the 
care we took to divide with them the little* 
we possessed. After having paic;! them ge- 
nerously, we caused them to be supplied 
with sufficient food to subsist th^na on their 
way back. The twenty-five werstes we had 
still to travel before reaching Olviopol were 
completed in the afternoon.. We continued 
our course, along plains, and reached the 
banks of the Bog, which we crossed in^the 
environs of this town, where we passed the 
night. 

The next day we found the roads better 
and less sandy. When we had proceeded 
twenty werstes, ^ we stopped some hours at 
Lissa-Gora (the foxes' mountain) tp give 
our horses time fpr resting. This place, situ- 
ated on an eminence, is considerable and 
well built.. In the course of the afternoon 
we acGoniplished the thirty remaining 
werstes, and, after having crossed several 
hills, we at length reached Petschannoi-Brocj, 
situated on the little river Doschlik, lined on 
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both sides with ks rocky shore. We herd 
passed the tiight, in a small house belonging 
to a Walachian. 

We quitted this village the next day very 
early in the morning, to proceed towards 
Skinta, situated at the distance of forty 
werstes. We dined in this village. As we were 
no longer very far from Elizabeth-stadt, wq 
soon discovered its fortress, and even the 
town itself, which we reached about five 
o'clock in the evening. The ambassador had 
received the most positive orders not to lodge 
again in the fort, but in the town, like the 
restof the retinue ; whilst the great object of 
the mission with which he was charged being 
now accomplished, the precautions and mea- 
sures for his safety which had been taken 
while he was proceeding became useless 
when he was on his return. This place, 
pleased us even more than the first time 
we passed through it. I paid a visit to 
the major of Cossacks, in whose house I 
had then been lodged; but I was told he 
was at Gherson, The embassy here divided, 
and the individuals which had composed it 
were at liberty to proceed to Petersburg 
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either together or separately, as they thought 
fit. 

The next day I enjoyed the pleasure of 
seeing several of my friends who were re-* 
turned from the Crimea, They gave us the 
most pleasing accounts of this charming pen- 
insula, and of all the delightful sites it con- . 
tains. Amongst other things, they spoke 
with tlie greatest pleasure of Sudack and 
Batchiserai, as well as, of the Jew's Fort. 
These places indeed, in my opinion, present 
a finer view, and a site more pleasing and 
picturesque than any in the Crimea, 

On Friday the ^^^ th June, at ten o'clock at 
night, I and my companiofts had the good 
fortune to procure horses, which we had be- 
fore vainly sought for, during, the whole 
journey. We took advantage of the fresh- 
ness of the evening, and a beautiful moon- 
light, to quit Elizabeth-stadt, It was not 
without a sort of chagrin that I learned, 
after our departure, that the Turkish ambas- 
sador, after quitting Kriuleni> had been de- 
prived of the three tails he bore as a mark of 
distinction, and thrown into confinement 
b^ thebacha o£ Bender. We had in genera! 
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even roads, and remarked with pleasure 
that all thfe country which passed under our 
view was very carefully cultivated. 

At sun-setting we perceived Adschamka, 
twenty werstes from Elizabeth-stadt. It is 
rather a considerable village, and surrounded 
with trees and little woods, which render its 
situation very agreeable. From hence we 
proceeded towards Petrikowka, twenty-six 
werstes further, and reached it about mid- 
night. 

The next day, about four o'clock in the 
morning, we gained the little town of Alex- 
andria, situated at twenty werstes from the 
last stage, and dispersed on the banks of a 
sma\l lake. Our road was alterpately inter- 
sected by plains aiid hills. We observed 
that the cultivation of the lands was less at^ 
tended to than that of the cantons thi-ough 
which we had lately passed : however, as 
we approached nearer to our post, we re-^ 
marked a great number of fields sown with 
grain, and of beautiful meadows. 

The next day, about eight o'clock in the 
morning, we gained Scritena, distant twenty-* 
s^yen werstes from the last stage. This place 
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is composed of a few houses, and is situated 
at twenty werstes from Kremetschuck, which 
yre perceived in a sandy plain on the banks of 
the Dnieper. The two shores of this river are 
covered with houses and villages. The rest 
of the road is in general choked with sand. 
After having passed through the village of 
Gruchow, situated on the further shore of 
the Dnieper, we crossed the river by a draw* 
bridge, which in this spot is very large and 
rapid • We had no sooner passed it, than we 
found ourselves in the town of Kremetschuck* 
Its streets are pretty large, and form a declivity 
towards the banks of the Dnieper. The greatest 
part of the houses are constructed of wood, 
and are only one story high. This town is the • 
seat of the civil government of the government 
of New Russia, and contains about four thou- 
sand souls. * It has acquired a certain degree 
of consideration in relation to the other 
towns in this part of the country, only since 
the new establishment of Cherson, which is 
at two hundred and three werstes distance 
from it. It is the point where the two 
roads which lead to Cherson fall into each 
other, as the two roads from Kiow wd ?uh 



Digitized 



by Google 



towa unite in the Crimea. Kremetschuck if 
the depository of almost all the merchandise 
which comes down the Dnieper to go to 
Cherson, on account of the cataracts which 
interrupt the navigation between these two 
towns. A rich merchant of this place 
has blown up, at a great expense, several 
rocks, and has succeeded in enlarging th€ 
passage so as to accommodate a small barge ; 
but it k difficult to destroy them aH, and 
to render this passage easy, notwithstanding 
the advantage which would be derived from 
it to the Ukraine and to Cherson. 
' Kremetschuck is an infinitely handsomer 
and more regular built town than Elizabeth- 
stadt. It contains a great number of shops, 
janged in files, and the houses square, whicli 
produces a very pleasing effect. Not being 
able to procure qny post-horses, we were 
obliged to defer our departure till the follow- 
ing day. We employed this interval in visit- 
ing and examining the interior parts* of the 
town. The public walk, along a lake si- 
tuated at one of the pxtrpmities of the town, 
appeared to' us of considerable extent. ' Itxr 
banks are planted with trees, which form 
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Ipng alleys and shady retreats, agreeacblydi's^ 
tributed. It was not without admiration \ve 
9bserved with what address so charming and 
delightful a walk, in a marshy arid sandy 
part of the country, had been produced by 

' Having been obliged to pass the night In 
^his town, we thought we could do nothing 
better the next mommg than to pay a visit , 
to fhe grodnitz, or judge. As the state of our 
^lender finances obliged us to think of de- 
parting, we conjured him not to detain us 
longer. After a conversation rather serious 
and ,dry with this grodnitz, we were at 
length fortunate enough to succeed in ob- 
taining horses. They belongol to some 
. Russian merchants, who invented all sorts 
q( means to extort money from us, which 
is a very common practice among these mer- 
chants, who are in general very cunning and 
subtile. The demand which we made upoa 
them to convey us was considered by 
them as a kind of tax, with which they 
Jiad no inclination . to burden themselves : 
bttt wh^n we mentioned our intention to 
pay them, tlie proposition softened their ill-* 
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humour. We left Kremetschuck on Siitl* 
day tt June, about nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing. We met at first with very sandy roads^ 
but after proceeding several leagues they 
became better. On the right before us wa* 
a large delightful valley, interspersed with 
woods and a great number of villages. After 
having proceeded for some time between 
two hills, we perceived, in descending^ 
Omelnik, a town of Little Russia, situ- 
ated on the Psol, at twenty werstes from 
Kremetschuck. We remained at the post- 
house which is near the church, no longer, 
than was necessary for changing horses. 

After having travelled nearly eight 
werstes on a rising ground, we gained two 
mountains, at the foot of which is a village, 
situated on the borders of a lake through 
which runs a causeway, forming the conti- 
nuation of the road. On each side appears 
a steep hill washed by the lake. The cnurch, 
which is situated on an eminence, forms a 
very agreeable point of view. 

Continuing this road, we arrived at tlie 
village of Manschilea, situated on an emi- 
nence, where we staid a couple of hours to 
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dine. Towards six o'clock we resumed duf 
march, in order to reach the nearest stage^ 
which was at the distance of twenly-sevei* 
werstes. After having travelled nearly four-' 
teen werstes, the road began to become moun^^ 
tainous. It was almost an hour longer before 
we gained the village of Fidorowka, the 
pleasant situation of which made us regret 
that we had not arrived early enough to en- 
joy it. This place is surrounded by a chain 
of mountains, and, like most other villages of 
this canton, is situated near a large lake, which 
is crossed by a causeway and bridges. The 
trees planted on the banks of this causeway 
render It a very agreeable avenue. The roaid, 
after winding round the lake, continues as 
far as the foot of the mountain. As our horses 
were very much fatigued, we did not arrive at 
Astapie till eleven o'clock in the evening. 

We quitted that post two hours aften We 
were so overcome with fatigue, that, not- 
withstanding the jolting of the carriages, 
we fell fast asleep. We continued to meet 
with roads of nearly the same description. 
The villages through which we passed are 
situated in pleasant valleys, on the banks of 
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hkeif which in this country seem to supply 
the place of rivers. About six o'clock in the 
piorning we arrived at Bogatschka, a large 
and pretty village, where we changed horses. 
The whole of this canton, very highly culti- 
vated, forms a part of Little Russia. The 
majority of the inhabitants speak the same ' 
language, and wear the same dress as the 
Russians. After having proceeded eleven 
werstes, we reached our first post at Usti- 
witza, where we staid to dine. -We had still 
twenty-two werstes further to reach the vil- 
lage Sorotschina. The excellence of oup 
horses gave us an opportunity of performing 
this stage in an hour and a half, though the 
roads were, very difficult, being here and 
there choked with a quantity of sand. This 
place is situated in a plain. It has three 
large churches, one of which, built of stone, 
is surrounded with woods aild large trees, 
forming a shady retirement, the approach td 
which uispires a sort of religious respect. We 
could not quit this village till three o'clock^ 
on account of the irregularity which prevails 
at the post houses ; as the inhabitants of ttie 
villages are obliged to furnish travellers with 
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horses, a very considerable time elapses be- 
fore they can be procured. This canton in 
general exhibits cultivated lands, and a great 
number of woods. 

• The village of Rascheweka, twenty-two 
Werstes further on, and in. which is the next 
post-house, is, like the preceding one^, si- 
tuated on an eminence bordered with de- 
lightful valleys. Before us were two large 
churches, which, like all the others in this 
part of the country, are constructed in a Go- 
thic style, and flanked with many towers. 
We were detained at the post-house almost 
two hours. I took advantage of this delay 
for allaying my thirst with some- glasses of 
beer, which, in its excellent quality, greatly 
resembles that made in Germany. I also ate 
a few mouthfuls . of a black-looking bread, 
which, notwithstanding its colour, was rather 
agreeable. About seven o'clock in tlie even- 
ing we left this place, and proceeded along a 
tolerably good road, intersected by hills, and 
bordered on each side by valleys, in which 
appear a great number of woods and vil- 
lages. I more than once sighed for my excur- 
sions on foot; but we nowtravfelkd so quicly 

2 b 
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diat t was un^i the necessity of renouncing 
this inclination. Meanwhile,' the nuriiberles^ 
beauties which nature seetns to have taken 
a pleasure irl collecting in this charming 
Country are infinitely worthy of a dosefex- 
arhiriation. At the extrefloity of a village 
tve suddenly found ourselves surrounded by 
a great number of small mountainsy which 
We were obliged to pass. It was ten o'clock 
in the etetiiiig when we arrived at the post* 
house of Heidischef, after having accom- 
plished our felghteen w'erstes* As the proper 
officer for forwarding our journey was gone 
to bed^ We were detained In this place till 
after midnight. 

About four o'clock the next mofning wc? 
reached Podolke, a village situated in a plain 
twenty werstes from the last stage. After hav- 
ing Cootintied otir march during five hoursy 
aridi crossed several mountains commanding 
a valley which we left to the rights we ar- 
rived at the small town of Mischii;tsch, situated 
at the foot of one of these mountains, thirty: 
two werstes further than the stage we last 
quitted. We observed here a small church 
built of stone, an4 situated on an eminence 
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commanding an entire view of this town, 
which we quitted at ten o'clock in the morn*- 
ing- The banks of the lake, which is at 
Sotne distance from thence, are covered with 
houses and woods. 

After continuing our march through a 
vety sandy country, interspersed with woods, 
mountains, and extremities of plains, we per- 
ceived the town of Lebedin, in the govern- 
ment of Charkow or Slobod. We left it to 
our right, and having passed the village of 
Wdrodin, we discovered the little town of 
Summi, in the province of the same jmame, 
which contains three large churches built of 
freestone. We soon gained the post-house, 
where' we again experienced the inconve- 
nience of not being able to procure horses. 
The town of Summi, situated between two \ 
hills on the banks of a lake, is tolerably ex- 
tensive, and contains several handsome edi- 
fices ; and if the inhabitants continue to erect . 
houses with the same activity which we wit- 
nessed in our passage through it, it is pro- 
bable that in ten or twelve years this place 
will become of much considei*ation. It was 
near six o'clock in the evening \^^hen we left it; 
2b 2 
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The horses we had procured were so bad 
and so exhausted, that we did not arrive till 
one o'clock in the morning at the post-house 
at Pisserowka* Fortunately we did not here 
wait so long'a time for our relays as at that 
we last quitted. On the road, which is in 
general even, we observed another conside- 
rable village, and a little further, thirty-five 
werstes from the post-house, Surscha, the 
church of which had long been in view. 
This little town is about one league in length, 
and is a continuation of villages, which seem 
to make a part of it- The activity of a great 
number of blacksmiths we observed as we 
passed, and the air of good humour which 
prevailed among them, afforded us the high- 
est pleasure. 

, We proceeded towards the post-house, 
twenty-five werstes further. After having 
gone along many woods, and crossed the 
bridge of a considerable lake, we arrived . 
qbout nine o'clock at the village of Sal- 
datka. At the post-house we met with 
an old Russian, as respectable from his age 
as his long beard, who conversed a good 
deal with us on the subject of Russia, the 
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-Seven Yea^s* war, and the different caiif- 
paigns he' had made. The quantity af 
little bells attached to the horses of our car- 
riage, to supply the place of post-horns, 
as is customary among the Russian • postil- 
lions, had already announced our arrival, 
When we were at a great distance from the 
village, and consequently afforded an oppor- 
tunity for their having horses in readiness 
^6r us. By this mearis we employed a very 
sliort time in changing horses, and our con- 
versation with the old man could not extend 
•to any other subject. The little information 
he gave us, in regard to the town of Surcha, 
furnished us, however, with an idea of the 
feasy circumstances of the majority of the in- 
habitants. 

After quitting this town, we soon disco- 
vered the village of Kastarnania, situated 
twenty-two werstes further, and on the banks 
of a lake at the foot of a mountain. We went 
through a pretty lar^e plain, * where we ob- 
served several small villages. After leaving 
the post-house, which was situated in that 
called Diakonowa, twenty-three werstes fur- 
ther, we encountered very deep sands in diffe** 
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ient parti of the road^ which was bordered 
on each side with extensive woods. We met 
also, with several groupes of Russian women, 
who informed us they were going to Kursk, 
on a pilgrimage to a chapel dedicated to the 
Virgin, and which was very much fre- 
quented during the time of the fair. After 
travelling about ten werstes, we perceived 
in the distance the steeples of this towop 
which however now and then disappeared 
from our view. At a short distance from 
hence we passed by a drawbridge, over the 
small river of Kursk, from which the town 
has derived its name. Our conductors, wish* 
ing to avoid the deep sands which so fre- 
quently occurred in the high road, made 
a small circuit to gain a mountain^ for the 
most part composed of calcareous stones« 
We had scarcely reached its summit before 
we again perceived Kursk and its churches. 
A part of this town is situatet^ at the foot of 
the mountain*! have just mentioned, and 
the rest on an eminence, which forms an 
extensive plain, and is washed by the little 
river Tusker, which empties itself into the 
Kursk. The streets are long and broad» 
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And contain several handsome edifices, iSic 
number of which cannot fail of increasing, 
to judge by the quantity of new buildings 
already begun on all sides. The shops 
are absolutely similar to those of the mcr^ 
thants pf Petersburg/ They are long build- 
ings of freestone, and occasioned us much 
more satisfaction than those we had seen of 
the «ame kind at Kremetschuck. The edir 
fice the most remarkable for its beauty is 
situated on an eminence, and is the official 
seat of government, and the residence^ of the 
governor. We perceived on the shore of the 
Tusker, which flows close to this place, the 
village of Stralitzka, which in some measure 
is nothing more than one of the suburbs of 
the town. We passed the night in the house 
of a person of our acquaintance. As we had 
travelled on this day near J 50 werstes, and 
were extremely fatigued, we did not require 
much invitation to accept the excellent ac- 
commodations that were offered iis, and to 
taste the sweets of a repose we were so much 
in want of. ' 

The repairs we were obliged to make to 
out carriage were not completed till the next 
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evening, so that we could not leave this town 
till about eight o'clock. A large and spacious 
square^ situated near one of the town*gateSj( 
was filled with the waggons of the peasants^ 
who were come to the fair which is every 
year held in this place- The chapel dedi-. 
cated to the Virgin, which at this time is 
open to the devotion of. the people, attracts 
a gi-eat concourse of pilgrims whp come to it 
from all the villages round. . 
• Our Russian postillion was no sooner on 
the road than he began to sing many plear 
sant and cheerful songs he «had bought at the 
fair. This confirmed the opinion we before 
entertained, that a Russian never loses his 
gaiety under any misfortune whatever; and 
that in this point they resemble the French, 
who have sufficient philosophy to be sensible 
that only weak minds are addicted to despair 
on occasions of calamity. 

Not having been able to procure any 
horses at the p6st-house, we engaged ouy 
guide to conduct us as far as Kurassowo, 
twenty-two werstes from Kursk, where we 
slept. We regretted the more not having 
passed through Charkow, Belgorod, and Pul* 
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towa> as that direction would not have occa* 
sioned us any additional length of way, the 
contrary of which we had been assured of* 
We thus lost an opportunity of seeing three 
very pleasant and agreeably situated towns. 

It was near eight o'clock in the morning 
when we arrived the next day at Otscha, The 
whole way from Kursk to Orel is in general 
very even^ with the exception, however, of 
a few hills. We observed on our passage 
a great number of villages and woods, and 
about three o'clock in the afternoon at length 
discovered Orel, and the hou^e of the gover- 
nor, which is placed on an eminence. This 
town is situated in a fertile plain, at the con- 
flux of the two rivers Opa and Orlit^a. It 
is the depository of the corn w^hich comes 
from the Ukraine, to be afterwards trans- 
ported to Petersburg by land or by water. 
Orel is a town of some consideration, and 
very regularly built. Its situation, however, 
did not afford us ^o much pleasure as that of 
Kursk. We left it about six o'clock in the 
evening, and proceeded by a very hilly 
road and a thick wood^ 

It was near nine o'clock when we ar- 
rived at the post-house in the village Ob- 
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ducha, on the banks of a river of the sawie 
Qame, which we passed by a ford. We 
again set out about eleven o'clock, and the 
liext morning, on awaking, were not a little 
surprised at discovering, thirty-five Werstes 
from thence, the town of Mzinsk, situated 
on several heights, at the foot of which runs 
the Fuscha, that we crossed by a wooden 
bridge, to enter tlie town, which we found no 
less pleasing than Kursk and Orel, not^^ith- 
standing the short time we could command 
to examine it^ The country we travelled 
over to reach this town, though a litde hilfy, 
and very woody, presents different points of 
view equally agreeable and picturesque, 
- After going through Great and Little Su-» 
fotowo, two villages situated along the high 
road, and the houses of which are bordered 
with avenues, we, towards the evening, 
reached Plawa, situated on an eminence, 
and on a river of the same name. This 
place, as wejl as the greatest part of the vil- 
lages of Russia, is rather considerable. The 
church, which is remarkable for its beauty, 
as well as many of the houses, is situated on 
a hill at the extremity of a wood, which not 
a little contributes to the charm pf its 6itii^-» 
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<ion» We passed the Plawa on a wooden 
bridge constructed with equal skill and soli- 
dity. 

The next day we crossed several hills over 
very $andy roads. About seven o'clock we 
discovered the town of Tula, but were pre- 
vented by bad weather from being able well 
|o distinguish its situation. My travelling 
companion, who was too well acquainted 
with the country to be as desirous as myself 
to explore all the interesting objects it might 
contain, manifested a desire to go to Mos* 
cow to visit bis family and friends. As I had 
{ilready had an opportunity, during my first 
lesidence in Tula, of seeing the manufac- 
tories of arms which are established there, we 
now contented ourselves with simply passing 
through it. The entrance to it is by two 
jgatesy one of which was constructed by the 
merchants, and the other by the manufac- 
turers, The town is situated on an emk^ 
nence, and washed by the Upa, over which 
is a very handsome bridge. In order to 
guard this country from the incursions of the 
Little Tartars, the Russians had formerly 
greeted a fortified Ihie^i which ended near 
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Simbirsk oh the Volga; but more recently 
other fortifications have been constructed, 
which render the old entrenchments abso- 
lutely useless. 

After crossing a great number of hills', 
which uninterruptedly succeeded each' other, 
and five considerable villages, we, about 
two o'clock, reached Woschani, situated oh 
the river of the same name. Our want of 
horses obliged us to hire spthe for the two 
remaining stages. In this canton we ob- 
served a number of woods and villages* 
After havipg quitted, towafds midnight, the 
little town of Serpuchow, known by its ma- 
nufactories for sail-cloth, soap, and silk, we 
the next day reached the post-4ious* of Lo>- 
pasnia^ where we were obliged ? to stay 
a couple of hours to have the wheeU of our 
carriage repaired. The villages of the eo-* 
virons belong, for the most part, to Russian 
noblemen, whose harsh, and frequently ty- 
rannical, conduct towards their vassals can- 
not fail of exciting the sensibility of every 
mind which for a moment pauses on the op^ 
pressions they exercise towards these unfor- 
tunate beings. We arrived about noon st 
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the village of Podolsk, the last stage before 
reaching Moscow. The charming situation 
of this place on several heights, at the foot 
of which runs the Pokra, caused us very- 
great pleasure. We passed this river by 
a handsome bridge, and proceeded towards 
Moscow, from which we were now only 
thirty-two werstes distance. We perceived 
this great ^city situated at the conflux of the 
Jaiisa and the Moskwa, the shores of which 
consist principally of cultivated lands, de- 
lightful meadows, and woods. We had a very 
bad road during the whole of this day's jour- 
ney, and it was near seven o'clock in the 
evening when we entered the town. Our 
guide being ignorant what road he was to 
take to arrive at the post-house, we were 
more than half an hour in finding the inn 
we intended to stop at. We passed the fol- 
lowing day in our bed-rooms, in ordqr to re- 
cover from the fatigue of the journey. 

On Wednesday, , V {"i^' towards noon, I 
paid a visit to Mr. Gogel, counsellor of state, 
and director of the great hospital for orphans. 
He received me with equal politeness and ^ 
friendship, which made me some araends for^ 
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Baling passed the preceding day; in a cham- 
ber, or rather in a sort of gloomy prison, 
though our host assured us that it was the 
best his house contained, and appropriated to 
gueste of distinction. 

" The next day I walked in the public gar- 
den which is behind the imperial palace, si- 
tuated three werstes from the town, and from 
the place of our abode. This garden is in- 
finitely finer, larger, and more varied than 
that of Petersburg. It has a great number 
of good walks, arbours, basons, islands, and 
buildings constructed in the form of temples. 
The view of these different objects afforded 
me a most delightful evening, and I re- 
gretted that the time devoted to examining 
them passed with so much rapidity. 

On Sunday I passed through the Swiataia 
Worota (the holy gate), to go to the central 
part of the tpwn called Kranl, or the for- 
tress. Some years ago it was in contempla- 
tion to build a palace in this quarter for the 
czars, but the project was not put in execu- 
tion. This kremi is situated, as I have just 
mentioned, in the centre of the town on an 
^xhix^ence, and ^surrounded by walls and 
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towers washed by the Moskwa. The cathe- 
dral is remarkable for the treasures and pa- 
triarchal robes which are preserved in it, and 
which I much regretted not having seen* 
I was, however, made some amends by the 
charming CQUp-d'ceil I enjoyed from the 
Iwan-Weliki, one of the highest steeples 
in Moscow, and which comniands the whole 
town and its environs. It contains a bell 
which weighs twelve thousand and sixty 
pouds *, or near four hundred thousand 
Weight- Having fallen down to the ground 
during an earthquake, every endeavour to 
raise it has hitherto been ineffectual. The 
ancient palace of the czars still exists, but 
in a state of ruins. I went at noon to the 
Lutheran church, where I heard a fine dis^ 
course from the minister Bruner. After 
this, I dined with Mr. Schaden, counsellor 
of state, and a native of Wirtemberg. In 
the evening we walked in the public gar- 
dens, near which is the imperial palace in- 
tended for the residence x)f the empress. Its 

* The poud U a weight in use m the Russfan em* 
pire, and contains about thirtj*two pounds aroirdupotsa 
Htrightv 
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progress has been suspended by the war, as 
well as that of the marble church begun at 
Petersburg. Notwithstanding the enormous 
sums expended for this last edifice, it is'n6t 
finished, but, on the contrary, is falling from 
day to day into ruins. A very celebmted 
Italian is the architect of this undertaking. 

On Monday, in the evening, we quitted 
Moscow, and took the great road to T\ters. 
The sky was so charged witjb clouds, that we 
were prematurely overtaken by complete ob- 
scurity. 

We arrived on Tuesday, at two o*clock in 
the morning, at Tschernoi-Grias, twenty- 
eight werstes from Moscow, and again left il 
soon after sun-rising. The road, all the way 
to Petersburg, is in general very fine, and 
crosses a quantity of woods. It was near 
eight o'clock in the morning when we ar- 
rived at the little village of Petschki, the 
second stage, and twenty-three werstes from 
Moscow. My companion wishing to pay 
a visit to a person of his acquaintance resid- 
ing at Saldino, twenty werstes distant, it 
appeared to me that I ought not to refuse 
a propos^ that was as agreeable to me as to 
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himself; This village, situated oh in emi- 
nence, is an estate belonging to the family 
of Tatisditew. It is impossible to imagine 
any thing more beautiful than this spot. It 
consists of an infinity of clumps of trees adorn- 
ing the banks of a large bason of water, of 
the handsomest avenues and most magnifi- 
cent gardens, ill which are a number of pa- 
vilions with windows of Bohemian glass^ to 
say nothing of the rare and curious .objects 
which have been collected by the proprietor, 
and which supply what may have been 
neglected by nature in the embellishment of 
the scene. A smaller degree of perfection 
would have been suflScient to induce us to 
accept with pleasure and gratitude the invi- 
tation given us by my companion's friend, 
to pass a day in this charming retreat. The 
whole afternoon was employed in examining 
its different parts, and enjoying the beauties 
of the various and enchanting spectacles 
wich at every step presented themselves to 
our view. 

On Wednesday, V m?, we quitted this place: 
in the morning, and gained a hill whic|i 
conducted us near a seat belonging to the- 
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house of Orlow, situated a smalj distanoe 
from the high road, We very soon after 
arrived at the little t0wn of Klin, Whei? we 
had reached halfway to Sawidowo, we passed 
the river Soscha, which separates the ^ovem-t 
jnent of Moscow from that of Twer. The 
road which formerly was, in general^i niuch 
neglected and very bad, we now found in 
pretty good condition, as well as the diffe-r 
yent bridges over which we passed. 

After proceeding for some dmc througl^ 
deep sands, we arrived about six o'clock in 
the evening at Gorodnia, where we Tl'ere 
obliged to stay two hours for want of horses* 
This place contains a very hand^onic chlirch 
built of stoife, on an eminence which com-^ 
piands the Volga. It was near midnight 
when we arrived at Twer, situated on the 
Twerza, one of the handsomest towns to 
be met with on tile road froni Moscow 
to Petersburg. Having been a prey to the 
flames in 1785, Catharine the Secdnd or^ 
dered those parts of it that had been burnt 
to be rebuilt of bricks, and gave fifty thou- 
sand roubles for this purpose. This ancient 
residence of several great dukes axKi princeA 
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is afriTed to such a degfee of pfdspei'ity'i 
that it may be fairly considered as one of the 
finest and most regular built towns in Eu-' 
ropCi It enjoys from its situation a facility 
of communication which contributes to its 
being supplied at a low price with the pro- 
ductions of the country round it. The tra- 
vellers who visit* Twer never fail to ask for 
sturgeon, which is caught in the Volga and 
kept in reservoirs* 

We stopped at Madnee, thirty werstes fur-^ 
ther on, only long enough to breakfast, and 
then proceeded towards. the town of Tors- 
chok, thirty-three werstes beyond it* Com- 
merce has lately considerably increased in 
this town. The augmentation of that carried 
on in the Baltic, with the dearness of the pro- 
ductions of the country, occasioned by their 
^exportation, and the supplies sent daily to 
Petersburg, appear to have given new life 
and activity to the whole of this canton* 
AH this is only disadvantageous to great 
towns, where the high price of the neces-* 
Hsaries of life, which come from the interior of 
the country, or from foreign states, becomes 
ftill higher every day, and is by no means 
a c 2 
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proportioned to the resources of person; 
iikving but a certain revenue tq subsist 
on* 

It was near noon when we arrived in thi? 
town. As we went along, we several time? 
discovered the Twerza, which winds tlirough 
the whole of this canton. We trsi veiled coflr 
tinually among sands, with the exception of 
certain places which had not the least trace of 
them. The greatest part of the woods \ye mef 
with on each side of Moscow are nothing 
more than small copsies. We attributed this 
to the quantity of villages in the environs, 
and the great consumption of these woods 
for the roads, which are principally formed 
of beams and thick planks placed side by 
side. 

Before reaching the first stage, distant thirr 
ty-eight werstesj we went through several 
small villages, where we remarked, with 
great pleasure, the comfortable situation of 
the peasants. The greatest part of these vil- 
lages belong to the crown, which treats its 
vassals with more kindness and consideration 
' than is the case with the Russian nobility, 
It consequently happens, that thpy enjoys 
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real advantage from this circumstance ; and 
this IS instantly sensible to observers, by the 
appearance of their houses, which are ex- 
tremely clean and comfortable. 

The next day, about six in the evening, we 
reached the village of Widropusk, situated on 
two eminences which command the Twerza. 
Three hours after, we met with the little town 
of Wischnei Wolotzchok, and went through 
a very large street in it, lined on each side 
with houses built with wood, as are all 
those of the neighbouring villages. We next 
entered a large square, the houses of which 
were of free-stone. This little town is also 
Situated on the Twerza, which in this spot is 
continually covered with trading vessels. 
This place, which has been raised into a pro- 
vincial town, is become very important to 
Petersburg, on account of the facility of its 
communication by water. It is here that, in 
the reign of Peter the Great, a merchant of 
the name of Serdukow opened a junction 
between the Twerza and the Msta, by the con- 
struction of a canal and two sluices, three 
werstes long. This canal is the more advan- 
tageous, as it has effected a navigation from 
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the Baltic to the Caspian Sea- The cc«ti? 
merce also of this to woi as well as the Wealth 
of the inhabitants, is considerably inefe^ed# 
Population is become very considerable in it 
for the last twenty years, and the greatest 
part of its houses are very well built. 

Leaving this town, we pursued our way 
along the shores of the Twerza, which wC 
afterwards crossed by two very bandsomo 
stone bridges. The road is in general verjf 
fine, with the exception of some sandy spotSt 
and a great quantity of^woods, with which it 
is choked on all sides. 

. On Friday we reached Edrowo/ a pretty 
considerable village, situated irt a country 
formed of plains, and affording different and 
agreeable picturesque points of view* A tra?' 
veller whose eyes have been fatigued by an 
almost perpetual monotony and uniformity^ 
directs them with great pleasure to a scene 
entirely different^ consisting of a great num-* 
ber of lakes and hiUs>c which here on all side^ 
present themselves to his viewr It was noon 
when we arrived at Waldaia, al the ©nte^nce 
of which is the post-house* This small towr* 
contains several handsome houses built ot 
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frcc-stone, and is situated on the side of a lake, 
in which am several islqinds, one of which con- 
tains the convent of lyerskoi, founded in li55S 
by Nifone, the patriarch of Constantinople* 
All these particularities render the country, as 
far as Petersburg, extreniely delightful. and 
charming, The road, however, k npt very 
easy, being paved all the way^ an4 consisting 
of an uninterrupted succession of steep hilb, 
as far as Jaschelzi where we arrive4 about 
three o'clock, which greatly fatigue the tra-^ 
veller. Thw village, which is rather con-^ 
siderable, is twenty-three werstes from Wal- 
daia, the chief town of a province which 
was peopled by the Czar Alexis Michailow- 
itsch, with Polish and Finland prisonersi 
which is the ca««e that the inhabitants have 
a particular accetit that explains their origiq, 
Flroni heni^e to Krestzi, which we did not 
reach till about nine o'clock in the evenings 
\fe niet with very sandy and fatiguing roads. 

' On Saturday t|ie Vf July we Were -sur^ 
priced on awaking about fqur o'clock in the 
horning, to find ourselyes on the road to 
Brounitza, a tolerably extensive village, and 

Ifemj^rkable for. being the place where thc^ 
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Swedes obtained a victory over the Russian* 
in 1714. We found the roads a little better, 
before we reached the next post-house,* where . 
we arrived about ten o'clock. 

In the environs of Brounitza we passed thif 
Msta by a bridge of boats. This canton ex-* : 
hibits nothing but a continuation of plains 
and flat country, which extends to a con- 
siderable distance. 

Towards noon we reached Nowogorod on 
the Wojchow, in the spot where this river* 
rises out of the lake linden. The town ii- 
very ancient ; and it is even pretended that it ? 
existed before thfe arrival of the Sclavi in 
Russia. Nothing remains of its ancient 
splendour ^but its old walls, and a vast inclo- 
sure, defended by deep moats, and contain- 
ing tilled lands and fields. It is the see of an 
archbishop, who bears the name of protoirone, 
and is the ordinary mart of the merchandize : 
which comes from the Levant, and/rom the 
west. A considerable commerce of leather is 
carried on in it. We went tht-ough the town 
without sleeping, in order to reach the. 
Kreml, and proceed on our road. We here 
found the roads in excellent repair, and for the . 
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taibst pirt paved with v€ry pointed stones. 
Which occasioned us at least as much jolting 
ias the beams we have before sppken of. The 
J)ost-horse business is generally conducted by 
young boys, from ten to eleven years old, 
who manage the horses with admirable 
skill; and though they have often six horses 
abreast to conduct, they so perfectly under- 
stand their occupation, that no accident ever 
happens. 

At two o'clock in the afternoofl we arrived 
at Podberosa, a village belonging to the arch- 
bishop of Nowogorod, and from thence pro-% 
ceeded to Tosna. The difficulty of procuring 
horses obliged us to address ourselves to a 
common carrier, with whom We agreed for 
conducting us to Petersburg, where we at 
length arrived on the -^ July towards the 
. close of day, after a long journey, which we 
were delighted in having brought to so for- 
tunate a conclusion* 



THE END. 
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